
Kurt and Jennifer Waskow are proud to 
consider themselves lifelong, second-
generation Cedar Rapidians, though they 
technically make their home in one of the 
surrounding rural communities. For them, 
music and the arts hold a special place in 
their hearts and home. This is evident in 
the many activities they share with their 
two boys, Jack – a junior, and John - a 
freshman.

Since both are professionals at Rockwell 
Collins – Kurt is a Senior Engineering 
Manager and Jennifer is a Department 
Manager in Engineering Services – family 
time is valuable. Placing an importance 
on the arts through active participation 
exemplifies the value and enrichment they 
feel it brings to their lives. Last summer, 
Kurt accepted the additional role of 
joining the Orchestra Iowa Board, where 
his passion for music, coupled with his 
professional experiences, will assist the 
organization in expanding connections 
to new patrons and communicating 
Orchestra Iowa’s mission and goals to a 
new generation.

The Waskow family actively supports 
the arts not only through their passport 
subscription to Orchestra Iowa but also 
through their engagement with the arts 
at Alburnett Community School where 
their boys participate in theater, show 
and concert choir, and band.  Both Kurt, 
and especially Jennifer, have musical 
backgrounds as well. Kurt played piano 
as a youth and Jennifer studied vocal 
performance in college.  Kurt and Jennifer’s 
personal experiences influenced their 
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insistence that their children participate in instrumental and/or vocal music activities 
as part of their public education. While not initially well-received by their sons, Jack 
and John have developed into enthusiastic performers and have demonstrated a 
great deal of personal growth and leadership through access to an arts education. 
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Exposed to music from an early age, Kurt and Jennifer both grew 
up in homes often filled with a wide variety of musical genres. 
They recall attending the symphony as children with their 
parents and have made it a priority to provide the same cultural 
experience to their sons. “Attending Orchestra performances 
provides a unique exposure for the boys that helps build social 

skills and a cultural awareness and understanding that will help 
serve them as adults,” stated Jennifer. “The historical relevance 
that Maestro Hankewich provides is interesting and compelling. 
His more recent choices for programming have really been 
amazing.”

The Waskows consider attending the Orchestra a “date night.” 
While they love the high caliber of the musical performances, 
they readily admit the social aspect is a bonus. Connecting with 
friends before or after a concert, making new acquaintances 
or meeting familiar faces among the crowd in the Paramount 
Theatre’s Hall of Mirrors, and enjoying a beverage in Opus 
Concert Café during intermission, all make the experience of 
attending a performance more than just a night out. It becomes 
a personal event. And creating lasting memories that can be 
passed on generation to generation is an exceptional goal 
worth working toward.

Their commitment to carrying the torch forward provided a fun 
family story that Jennifer shares with enthusiasm. “We’ve set 
expectations for the boys to attend a variety of different kinds 
of Orchestra concerts each season, encouraging them to bring 

friends if they would like. When our oldest son asked if he could 
bring a friend to the ballet, we agreed immediately. What better 
way to bring the love of music to a new generation than to 
expose them and their peers to a variety of arts performances, 
right? What a nice surprise it was to overhear our son relay 
relevant information about some of the social etiquettes of 

attending and basic information about the performance to his 
friend. In that moment – our efforts were rewarded.”

Engineers by profession, Kurt and Jennifer are advocates of 
turning the focus on STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering 
and Math) to STEAM (A=Arts). They believe that exposure to the 
arts as part of the learning process stimulates creative problem 
solving and compliments mathematical learning. They also 
believe that a healthy arts community plays an important role 
in overall economic development, providing outlets that benefit 
the ability to recruit new employees and community members to 
the area. “Keeping the arts alive and strong enriches our society 
on all levels. It’s our responsibility to support and encourage 
talented artists and those whose dream it is to become one. We 
should challenge our family, friends, employers and co-workers 
to contribute to a strong cultural base in the Cedar Rapids area 
through concert attendance and financial consideration. Make 
it your date night, and join us for upcoming performances!” 
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