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DaviD & ann Lawrence
“We met in the choir room,” recounts Ann. 

“As the accompanist for the concert choir, I sat 
right next to the soprano section. I remember 
thinking Ann has a beautiful voice,” chimes in 
David.

“Senior prom was our first date,” smiles Ann.

Both Cedar Rapids natives, David and Ann 
met at Kennedy High School. However, David’s 
family ties to Orchestra Iowa go back further 
than those high school days. The grandson of 
Blanche Lawrence, a violinist with what was 
then the Cedar Rapids Symphony Orchestra for 
over 60 years, David started attending concerts 
when he was just a boy. 

“My grandpa would pick me up and drop me 
and my granny off at the theater door. She 
would have to warm up, so I would go up into 
the loge and read a book until the concert 
began,” David recalls. One of his favorite 
memories was getting to meet pianist Byron 
Janis.

David and Ann both continued to pursue their 

musical interests in college. Ann received a Bachelor of Music in Vocal 
Performance from Illinois Wesleyan University. David, who always 
knew he wanted to be a doctor, studied music theory at the University 
of Chicago while also completing his premed requirements. After 
college, they married and spent the next twelve years with their noses 
to the grindstone, busy with the lifestyle that is demanded of a young 
family with a husband working his way through medical school, 
residency and fellowship. 

In 2005, David and Ann returned to Cedar Rapids. After settling 
back into the community, they decided to get season tickets to the 
2006/2007 season. This was Maestro Timothy Hankewich’s first year as 
the new Music Director. After one of the first Masterworks concerts, 
they attended the post-concert gathering and introduced themselves 
to the new conductor. That introduction fostered a friendship that 
contributed to the Lawrences’ deepened engagement with the 
symphony. Later that year, David made the decision to attend the open 
Annual Meeting of the orchestra. Seizing upon David’s pique interest, 
the orchestra soon asked him to join its Board of Directors. 

When asked why going to Orchestra Iowa concerts is important to 
them, the Lawrences have a clear answer. “Live performance. There 
isn’t anything else like it. It offers a unique experience. The music in 
that concert will never be played exactly like that again. It is exciting!”

“You are a part of something that is right there,” he continued.” You 
can experience and feel the absolute joy in what they are doing. It is a 

relationship with the orchestra and the people in it.”

Because of his upbringing around the orchestra and role on the 
Board of Directors, David has a unique perspective on the history and 
evolution of the organization. “Fifty years ago we were a community 
symphony; today we are a regional orchestra. One strategy for growth 
is to continuously recruit young talent. These musicians get the 
opportunity to develop and the audience gets a premium experience. 
We are building a reputation as a training ground for up and coming 
talent from all over the country.” 

This talent has helped Orchestra Iowa offer wonderful performances 
such as Mahler’s Second Symphony, the Verdi Requiem, and American 
Gothic, commissioned from Grammy® winning composer Michael 
Daugherty. But without committed patrons, such as Ann and David, 
none of this would be possible. However, as Ann points out, “You don’t 
have to give a donation to be a patron. When you buy a ticket, you 
become a patron.”

The Lawrence’s promote a “come as you are” mentality. “Come and 
enjoy the music. Just check the orchestra out.” They have even gone 
so far as to purchase an extra pair of season tickets so they can bring 
friends along to experience it for themselves. “We want to share 
Orchestra Iowa with others and make sure it is there for future 

generations.” Ann continues, “Music has 
been such an important part of our lives. We 
want others to have that same experience and 
enjoyment.”

So does Orchestra Iowa!

David is a vascular and endovascular surgeon 
with Physicians’ Clinic of Iowa and enjoys 
playing keyboards at Veritas Church. Ann 
sings with Chorale Midwest, is Vice President 
of the Beethoven Club, and volunteers with 
various community organizations. They have 
a teenage son, Sam, who is a freshman at 
Kennedy High School.
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Ann and David toasting at Orchestra Iowa’s Brucemorchestra!

Ann and David post symphony at the Opus Concert Caf é
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