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This is the first day of 2017. I’m going to tell you right now, you guys made a good choice in spending 
it in God’s house. Some of you guys may have stayed up late. I didn’t make it that far. But you’re still 
here today. I know that God appreciates that. So, as we’re going into this New Year, we’re ending one 
year, adding a new year, the message today—we’re going to be talking about time. I wanted to go back 
and look at what has happened over the last 100 years. What did life look like in 1915? Do you guys 
want to know a couple stats of what life looked like? Just 100 years ago, 1915. I’m going to ask you a 
question. What was the average life expectancy of a man in 1915? Go ahead and take a guess. I’m 
going to tell you what it is. The average life expectancy for men was 47. One hundred years ago. Who 
in here is 47 or older? You guys really need to thank God for this year, ok? You really just need to say, 
“God, thank you that I have this year.” Fuel for cars was only sold in drugstores. Is anybody old enough 
to remember buying fuel in a drugstore? They don’t want to admit it. The maximum speed limit in 
most cities was 10. Ten! I don’t even know if my truck goes 10 miles an hour. I think you get in and it’s 
zero and 70. It doesn’t go between there. More than 95% of all births took place at home. Most women 
only washed their hair once a month. They used Borax or egg yolks for shampoo. Men just didn’t 
shampoo ever. So that hasn’t changed. The population of Las Vegas, Nevada was 30 people. And lastly, 
there was neither a Mother’s Day or a Father’s Day. What kind of life was that? I have 5 kids. I want my 
Father’s Day. It is crazy to think about how time has moved over the last 100 years, isn’t it? It’s nearly 
impossible to make a prediction about the next hundred years but it’s fun to do it, isn’t it? You can 
read magazines and they make all of these predictions at the end of the year about what’s going to 
happen the next year. I’ve got a prediction for next year. Are you guys ready for this prediction? I’m 
letting you in on a secret right now that I let all the other services in on, too, though, so it’s not a 
good secret anymore. But I predict that there’s going to be a change in my family over the next year 
because my wife is pregnant with our fifth kid! We are pregnant! We aren’t, she is, I’m just along with 
her. And we’re having our fifth kid. Isn’t that exciting? So, some of you guys, I know, you guys 
remember what happened with our last child and the hardships of that. But I want to let you guys 
know that we actually met with the surgeon that did the surgery on Heather and our doctor that has 
done the last three kids and they both gave us before she was pregnant 100% clean bill of health. They 
said you are totally fine to have more kids. The surgeon actually that did the surgery two years ago 
said, “You guys can have more kids just make sure you wait till you get home.” They’re going to take 
the baby a little bit early through a C-section and we’re just gonna be totally fine. So, we are really 
excited about it. I got another thing. We know what it is. It’s a human. And I’ll let you guys know, we 
are having another boy. Ah! So excited! I can’t believe that we have five boys. Five kids. Now I have 
to, like, officially be Amish because I have so many children. The doctor said we have to change our 
last name from Hoffman to Hoffmen. I’ll tell you, we’re really excited. I’ve got boys clothes. I know 
how to do boy. I’ve got boy everything. I have boy down and my favorite part is there will never ever 
be glitter at my house. My friends show up, they have girls. I’m like, “Why do you have glitter on?” 
He’s like, “It’s everywhere. It just keeps coming up.”  

So, predictions about the future. I got one last one I want to make to you. This was a magazine article 
that talked about the turn-of-the-century. It was in 1967. I’m gonna read you what their prediction 
about the future was… 1967. Experts predicted that by the turn of the century technology would have 
taken over so much of the work that we do that the average American workweek would only be 22 
hours long and that we would only work 27 weeks a year. And as a result, one of the biggest problems 
would be deciding what to do with all our leisure time. Oh, did they get it wrong. I think I work like 60 
weeks a year. That’s about what it feels like, right? We’ll add some weeks in there. You know, it’s 
funny that technology didn’t free us up for more leisure time. What did it do? It ended up making us 
more busy, didn’t it? It ended up creating more things that we can get busier with and instead of 
getting less busy we’ve actually just crammed our calendar even greater. Have you ever broke your 
phone for like a week? You had to wait. You’re like, “Wow, this week was so easy.” You didn’t have 
everybody calling you and all these things. You kind of just like floated through life of like non-cell 
phone land.  
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I have a question for you. We are on the eve—we’ve just finished one year, we’re about to start a new 
one. And we have to ask ourselves certain questions. What will this next year look like? Will we be as 
busy as the last year? How did we spend our time last year? Did we use it wisely or unwisely? Should 
we make changes? Because the truth is that if we don’t change anything up here about the next year, 
this next year will look exactly like the last. Only it’ll probably get a little bit worse because that’s 
what we do. Things tend to get a little bit worse unless we make changes. So, this morning I’m going 
to be talking to two sets of people. If you look back on last year and you look back on everything and 
you just feel like last year was hard, like you were on a roller coaster ride that was missing all of its 
nuts and bolts and you were banging around the whole time, that’s what 2016 was like, I’ve got good 
news because today’s message for you is that 2017 can be much, much better. Now on the other side—
if you look back at 2016 and you’re like, “Wow, that was a great year. Whatever happened this year I 
don’t know, but this was a productive year. We saw some good things happen this year.” I want to 
speak to you and that’s this—that 2017 can still be much, much better. Do you guys know there’s no 
end to God’s goodness? Is that true? There’s no end to the goodness and the greatness that God wants 
to bring out of our lives. So, if we want to make 2017 that much better, what’s the first thing we 
should do? Look to the Bible about how to spend this next set of time. And luckily the Bible has some 
scriptures based on this thing. And what we’re going to do is we’re going to camp out for a while in 
Ephesians 5. So, if you have your Bibles, open up to Ephesians 5:15. Put a marker in there because 
we’re going to keep going back to this passage in Ephesians. It’s going to be what’s going to run our 
service. So, 15-17. I want to go ahead and start it because we’re going to find some important lessons 
about the future out of here. 

Eph 5:15-17 
Therefore be careful how you walk, (we are about to walk into this next year. Be careful how you 
walk. Be prepared for what’s about to come) not as unwise men but as wise, making the most of 
your time because the days are evil. So then, do not be foolish but understand what the will of 
the Lord is. 

Now, I want to go through, take this verse apart and talk about some important lessons. If you want to 
have a 2017 that has more blessings in it then 2016, then let’s go through these lessons. The first 
lesson I want to bring up out of this passage is—I feel like the first one that we have to address and 
that is this… 

1) Nothing is more valuable than time.  

Paul made it really clear. Do not waste your time. Nothing is more valuable than time. And I want to 
start with this point because I don’t believe we can go much further unless we understand the value 
around time. For instance, when I turned 16, my parents didn’t buy me a car. They told me something 
that proved to be real. They said this, “Neil, if you don’t spend your own things, value’s not placed on 
it and you’ll treat it differently.” The truth is if they bought me a car, I probably would have treated it 
a lot worse than all those hours at work that I saved up to buy my first car. Is that true? Same thing 
works with time. If we don’t realize the value of what we’ve been given, we will waste it in different 
ways. We will use it in different ways and it will slip through our fingers. So, the first thing that I want 
to do is I want to look on the value of time. How do we decide what value to place on something? 
Supply and demand. Is that true? We know that things are expensive if demand is high and supply is 
low. But if supply is just everywhere and demand is low, those things tend to be cheap. So, let’s look 
at that at time. How many of you guys wish you had a little more time to do something? Yeah, 
everyone of us. How many of you guys at some point wish, “I wish I could take the last three hours 
back.”? How many of you guys have been an argument with your wife or your husband and you’re like, 
“I wish I could take the last 10 minutes back.”? Right? All of us at some point many, many times wish 
that we could take that time back. But can you ever take time back? Time is one of the only things 
that you can never get more of. The supply is high but the demand is low because time can never be 
replenished, replaced or repealed. Once time is over, it is gone. Let’s read Psalms 39:4. This is what 
David says. 
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Psalms 39:4 
Lord, make me to know my end and what is the extent of my days; (they only go so far) let me 
know how transient I am. 

…How my time is but fleeting away. I’ll never get it back. And in the big scheme of things, it’s not that 
much. Let’s look at Psalms 90:10. This is Moses and he says… 

Ps 90:10 
As for the days of our life, they contain 70 years, or if due to strength, 80 years, yet their pride 
is but labor and sorrow; for soon it is gone and we fly away. 

Soon our time will be gone and it will fly away. It’ll be nowhere to be brought back again. And it’s 
interesting when we think of time. Time is thought of as different between young people and old 
people. Young people, they’re like, “I got all the time in the world. I can do whatever I want.” And as 
a young person, you waste your time because you think that you have so much of it. I’m gonna tell you 
something, young person. Time changes. It starts going faster. The longest year of my life was when I 
was 15 waiting to get my driver’s license. I was like, gosh, this year is like a decade. It feels longer. 
But the older you get feels like time goes by faster and you start seeing as you waste it easier. I’ve 
heard older people say, “Every time I blink it’s my birthday” because it feels like time goes by faster. 
So, young person I want to specifically say something to you. Your time is valuable and you may not 
even realize it yet. I’m gonna tell you right now, your time is valuable and those minutes and hours 
and days you’ll never get back. So, if they’re valuable, my question to you is—how have you been 
using it? One of the biggest tragedies that we can make is to waste our time. The biggest tragedy we 
can do is waste the most valuable thing we have—our time. Because when time is gone, when it’s 
gone, your opportunity is gone with it. Money can be reacquired. Power can be sought after again. 
Love can be found again or rekindled. But time is gone forever. In order to make 2017 a great year, we 
have to realize that God gave us a gift of time and once our time is gone—it is the most valuable thing 
because you can never, ever get it back. So, if we want to go into the future and if we want to make 
2017 the greatest season, then we first have to realize this first point: time is the most valuable thing 
I have. Then we can start making decisions about our future. So, let’s look at the second thing that 
Paul says in this verse. Remember I told you we’re going to be in Ephesians 5 a lot? First point is that 
time is the most valuable thing. The second point is this… 

2) Make the most of every opportunity. 

Let’s go back to Ephesians 5 right now. Now I want you to see that word that I have underlined, ok? 
We’re going to read this and then I’m going to show you in a different translation because time is 
opportunity and opportunity is time. 

Eph 5:15-17 
Therefore be careful how you walk, not as unwise men but as wise, (seeing the value of time. 
Seeing what God has placed in front of you) making the most of your TIME… 

What’s that word? Time. Now, that’s in the NASB. Let’s go to the NIV. The NIV changes that word. It 
says… 

Eph 5:15-17 
Be very careful then how you live—not as unwise but as wise making the most of every 
OPPORTUNITY… 

Because time and opportunity are married. They are in marriage covenant with each other. They come 
hand-in-hand. If you no longer have time, what do you also no longer have? Opportunity. Your 
opportunity goes away. So, we need to make sure that we make the most of every opportunity because 
without time no deeds can be accomplished. There’s no more time for it. No rewards can be earned. 
No triumphs can be taken because the opportunity for those things goes away with time. Something 
my dad says—I don’t know if he says it all the time, I feel like I say it now all the time. I stole it from 
him. He says this, “Opportunity has a shelf life.” Isn’t that true? Opportunity has a shelf life. What is 
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for me today does not necessarily mean it will be for me later. Paul warns us. He says this—2017 for all 
of you is pregnant with opportunity. It’s pregnant with all sorts of things that God wants to do in you 
and through you and with you and for you. But you have a place in it and if you waste your time, you 
lose your opportunity. Jesus says Satan is a robber and a thief and he’s come to steal from us. One of 
the greatest things that the enemy steals from us is our time because time is opportunity. Because you 
only have no opportunity when your time is gone. He tries to steal away our time. If you think that he 
comes and he tries to steal away our innocence—that’s his biggest hurdle—he tries to take away our 
Christianity, our salvation. Look the truth is the enemy’s never gonna take that from me. He doesn’t 
get my salvation. I have been ruined for this world. But do you know what he wants to do with me? He 
wants to steal my time. He wants to steal my opportunity. Satan is not out to make Christians non-
Christians. He’s out to make Christians weak Christians. He’s out to make us not matter. He’s out to 
make us not take the opportunity that God places in front of us and he does it by sealing our time.  

How does he do it? Let me tell you a story. Luke 10. A story about Mary, Martha and Lazarus. Jesus 
comes to their house, He sits in their room and He starts teaching and He starts talking. And I don’t 
know what He’s saying but He’s saying things and Mary plops herself at Jesus’ feet to listen to what 
Jesus is saying, to glean the words that are coming out of his mouth. And Martha goes and she does 
what’s important, doesn’t she? She does her job. She does her list of things. She starts making dinner. 
At one point she comes in and she says to Jesus, “Jesus, how are you okay where I’m doing all the 
work for us and Mary’s just sitting down doing nothing?” And this is what Jesus answers. He says not 
what Martha thought. “Martha, Martha,” Jesus says, “You are worried and upset about many things but 
only one thing is needed and Mary has chosen what is better and it will not be taken away from her.” 
Was what Martha was doing a sin? No. She was doing something good but it was stealing away from 
what was better. She was so busy with the things that she had that she almost missed that Jesus was in 
her living room. How many of you guys do something like that? We fill up our calendars so chalked full, 
we get our schedules so busy—2016, we had it so full of stuff that we didn’t realize that Jesus lives in 
our living room, that we didn’t realize that Jesus is Lord of our neighborhood and Lord of our 
workplace. And we didn’t walk out the opportunity that God placed in front of us because we were so 
busy. 

I’m gonna tell you something that happened to me about five years ago. I was at the Del Mar Fair with 
my wife and my kids. We’re all there. I got a lot of kids. And we’re in one of the tents and I said, 
“Hey, I need to go to the bathroom.” So, I left them over in the tent. They waited for me. And I 
walked to the other tent where the bathroom is and I’m walking in the bathroom and God tells me, “I 
want you to speak to this guy right there.” “Well, I’m busy. I’ve got my entire family over there, God. 
How is that going to work? They’re just waiting for me. Can you imagine my wife sitting there with 
four kids like ‘Ahhh!’ I’m going to use the bathroom, Lord. If it’s important to you when I come out, 
make sure that guy’s still there.” You guys have made that with God—all right, God, I’ll do this and if 
that’s still happening then I’ll do it. I go to the bathroom, I come out, the guy’s gone. And I tell the 
Lord, “All right, I guess it wasn’t important.” And I felt the Lord say, “No, I just found someone else.” I 
missed an opportunity that was no longer there for me. I don’t know what was going to happen in that 
situation but I’ll tell you this, I don’t want that to happen anymore. God has chocked time full of 
opportunity. Are we going to take it or are we going to busy ourselves with all sorts of things?  

My wife has this on paper up on our fridge. I want to show you what it is. I love this. It helps put her 
mind on the right things. It says this… 

Excuse this house: Some houses try to hide the fact that children shelter there. Ours boasts it 
quite openly. The signs are everywhere. For smears are on the windows, little smudges on the 
doors. I should apologize, I guess, for toys strew on the floor. But I sat down with my child and we 
played and laughed and read, and if the doorbell doesn’t shine, his eyes will shine instead. For 
when at times I’m forced to choose the one job or the other, I’d like to cook and clean and scrub 
but first I’ll be a mother. 

You know, for Heather and I, we’re at a point in life where we have an opportunity in front of us and 
that’s to raise our kids in the fear and the admonition of the Lord. We are at a point where we are 
called by God to raise our children. Now, do I always have that opportunity? Nope, I don’t, because at 
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some point it’s too late to do it, isn’t it? I can’t start parenting my kids the Christian way when they’re 
17. They’ll reject it. I need to start now. It is what God has placed in front of us and my wife has made 
a point—“the dishes may not get done, but my kids souls will be fed. I may not do 27 loads of laundry a 
week but my kids will know my love, they will know my husband’s love.” We actually have a rule at 
our house that when I come home from work, no work gets done. We come home from work, we eat 
dinner, we play with the kids. After we put them to bed then we do the rest of the stuff together, the 
dishes, the whatever. Let’s look at Galatians 6:10. 

Gal 6:10 
So then, while we have (what? I want to stop here…) opportunity (listen, when time goes away, 
opportunity goes away—while we have opportunity) let us do good to all people especially to those 
who are of the household of faith. 

Colossians 4:5  
Conduct yourselves with wisdom toward outsiders making the most of the opportunity. 

…of what’s in front of you. Take that opportunity of what God has and use it for the most. Listen, I 
understand as people we are the biggest procrastinators. You guys, I am an incredible procrastinator. I 
am good at it. I can waste my time so easily. In fact, every paper that I ever wrote in college I feel like 
I just barely got under the wire. My friend told me, he says this about himself, he says, “I’m like 
toothpaste: worthless unless squeezed.” He procrastinates everything. Can I tell you that’s not the 
way we need to live? Because when you procrastinate, when you waste time, you waste opportunity 
and you fail at getting the greatest things in life. You get what’s left over. People waste it, put off 
necessary decisions, they think that there will always be a tomorrow. But the truth is tomorrow will be 
different than today. Tomorrow will change. And what God has placed in front of you may not be 
available to you. So, we need to take today and the opportunities that God’s given us today and start 
2017 with this in mind—I will not let God-given opportunity pass me by. You want to make a good 2017? 
Attack the opportunity that’s in front of you. I’m not sure what that is for you. All of you probably 
know what God’s doing. I’m going to give you some examples though. Maybe your marriage is not what 
it used to be. Maybe you’re in here and your marriage is hard and it’s on the rocks. Can I tell you 
something? As of right now you have opportunity to fix it. You have opportunity to bring that marriage 
back. Don’t wait until divorce papers are served because at some point you will do as so many others 
have done. You will say, “Oh, I wish I would’ve taken the opportunity when I had it.” Don’t wait for a 
loved one to die before you reconcile your relationship, before maybe you tell that loved one about 
the Lord. I think every single one of us has a job and that job is to tell other people about the 
greatness and goodness of God but so often we keep saying, “I’ll do it tomorrow. I’ll do it tomorrow.” 
When I was 19 or 20 at Grossmont College, I had a guy in my class, his name was Evan. And I knew 
every single day that I was supposed to tell Evan about the Lord. Every day that I was there, I knew. 
But I kept saying, “Tomorrow, tomorrow, tomorrow” until class ended. I’ve never seen Evan again. I 
have no idea. But I think about him a lot. Don’t let your opportunity die. Don’t let things pass you by 
because you haven’t attacked them yet. You may be in here right now and you have never given your 
life to the Lord. You may be in your right now and you don’t even have salvation and God. Can I tell 
you something right now? Heaven is real. I’m so excited at going there. Heaven is real and your 
opportunity can be right now, can be today, to give your life to the Lord, change the entire way that 
2017 could be, and make it so much better where your future is now to go to heaven. I would love to 
be in heaven and see you up there. We’ll have you over. We’ll play horseshoes. I don’t know what you 
do in heaven. You eat lobsters in heaven. I know that, but I don’t know anything other than that. Your 
life is not simply meaningless moments—rather in 2017, your life being a Christian is full of windows of 
opportunity. Windows that God opens up for you. Windows that God creates. Specially-designed times 
where God comes out and He sets the stage and He puts people in motion and then He stands out to 
you and He offers and He says, “The opportunity is yours.” The question is, will you respond? Will you 
see it? Will you be too busy in 2017? Or in 2018 will you say, “I couldn’t believe how great 2017 was.” 
If we want to make it a wonderful year, we need to take the opportunity because I’m telling you right 
now, 2017 is pregnant with opportunity. Let’s look at the last thing we learn from Paul. Ephesians 
5:15-17 says… 

3) Live out the will of God.  

   5



This New Year  

I want to read it again. I love this scripture, memorize this scripture. Put this up in your car. In 2017, 
let this scripture lead you. 

Eph 5:15-17 
Therefore be careful how you walk, not as unwise men but as wise, making the most of your time 
(or opportunity) because the days are evil. So then, do not be foolish but understand what the 
will of the Lord is. 

I have a question. What is the will of the Lord for you this season? What has God divinely placed in 
your path this season? Is it for your calendar to be completely filled so you’re so preoccupied with 
everything you have so that you miss the important times? I don’t think that’s it but that’s what many 
of us do. What has God placed in front of you for 2017? I have talked to so many people and they’ve 
told me about their dreams and their wants. I believe so much that most of our dreams come from 
God. They’re built inside of us. They’re God-given, God-ordained. But if you haven’t taken it, you 
might be missing your opportunity. I’ve talked to many people who have talked about wanting to start 
ministries. “Hey, we should have a ministry for this.” I agree. Go get it done. Maybe you’ve been 
thinking we need a ministry to reach this type of people in this way for this reason or that. Let’s do it. 
What do we have, like two million ministries here? Let’s make it three. Come meet with us. Meet with 
your pastor. Meet with your home group pastor. Let’s get that started. How can we help you do that 
thing? People say, a lot of times they say, “We should have something for this.” You’re right. I think 
God gave you that. Step out in the opportunity and take it. Maybe you’re a businessman and a 
businesswoman here and you’ve been feeling God calling you to start your own business, to start your 
own company to do what you do for yourself. Why wait until your opportunity is gone? Why not walk 
into God’s will right now? Write a book. Can I tell you something, young married people? You never feel 
ready to have a kid. It just doesn’t happen. All of a sudden you go, “Oh! We’re having a kid!” And then 
you realize how amazing it is. Maybe it’s time to start that family. Maybe it’s time to get married. 
What does God have for you this year? What has He placed in front of you? Have you been too busy to 
see it?  

My mom tells my wife this story. It’s about how she was in a really busy time of her life. She was just 
absolutely worn out. She finally said, “Enough’s enough.” So, she sat down and she wrote down all the 
things that she had been doing out on the paper. She looked and she said, “OK, what has God 
specifically called me to do?” She started circling the family stuff. You know, she didn’t need to do 27 
loads of laundry. She started circling the stuff that was important. And then she looked at the list and 
she said, “What on this list has expanded the kingdom of God?” And she circled those things. And then 
she said, “OK, these things I will not fail at. The rest I can fail. What a great way to fix your calendar 
to live out the will of God, huh? I want to look at Matthew 6:33 right now. It says this. This is one of 
my favorite verses in the entire Bible. It says this… 

Matt 6:33 
But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness and all these things will be added to you. 

I love it because it says this—you put your mind and your focus on the kingdom of God and God will 
take care of the rest. A lot of times what we do is we worry about all the rest and we give the kingdom 
of God what’s left. Let’s switch it for 2017. I’m telling you, I watched my mom and my dad live that 
scripture out. They put the kingdom of God first. And I am telling you right now that everything in our 
life was taken care of. I’m trying to do that with my family. You put that inside, I’m telling you, 2017 
will be not just pregnant with opportunity, it will be pregnant with reward and blessing and success.  

Some people treat church like this. I actually heard a father had said this to his son. He said, “Religion 
is like a fire.” He said, “You walk up and you warm your hands on the fire of religion and then you 
walk away and go do the other things.” That’s crazy. Don’t warm your hands on the fire of religion. A 
lot of people do that. They warm their hands and then they leave. I mean, maybe, maybe the will of 
God for you is a stop just warming your hands and to warm your caboose in the fire. Jump into it. The 
fire of religion is not like fire we have in our fireplace. It’s like the fire of Moses’ tree. It doesn’t burn 
you up. It invigorates you to do greater. Jump into that fire. Maybe the will of God for 2017 for you is 
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to start reading your Bible. Maybe it’s to jump into that fire wholeheartedly. Go to church four 
weekends a month. Crazy, right? Who does that? I don’t know what it is but I believe that if all of us 
close our eyes and we ask God, “What is it that You’re calling out of me? What is Your will for me?” I 
believe that God will tell you. If you want to have a wonderful 2017, realize the value of it. Realize 
that it’s pregnant with opportunity. If all of us took opportunity for 2017, do you know how 
wonderful… the great things that would happen inside this church? And live the Word of the Lord out.
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