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Luke Chapter 18. And if I forget to tell you, we’re going to read one passage now and then later on in the 
message, we’re going to come back and read some more verses out of Luke 18. So, when I’m done, hold on to 
that.  

LUKE 18:35-43 (NASB) 
35 As Jesus was approaching Jericho, a blind man (whose name was Bartimaeus) was sitting by the road 
begging. 36 Now hearing a crowd going by, he began to inquire what this was. 37 They told him that 
Jesus of Nazareth was passing by. 38 And he called out, saying, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on 
me!” 39 Those who led the way were sternly telling him to be quiet; (There’s always those folks; the “nay 
sayers”) but he kept crying out all the more, “Son of David, have mercy on me!” 40 And Jesus stopped 
and commanded that he be brought to Him; and when he came near, He questioned him, 41 “What 
do you want Me to do for you?” And he said, “Lord, I want to regain my sight!” 42 And Jesus said to 
him, “Receive your sight; your faith has made you well.” 43 Immediately he regained his sight and 
began following Him, glorifying God; and when all the people saw it, they gave praise to God. 

There’s a lot we could say about these verses but I’m just going to talk about one phrase that hit me quite a few 
years ago. It’s in verse 37 and it’s the phrase “Jesus of Nazareth was passing by”. Now Jesus only passed 
through Jericho that we know of during his ministry only a few times. And if Bartimaeus, this blind man, if he was 
going to be healed he only had a certain amount of time to call out to Jesus. As a matter of fact, what we know 
from the gospel, this was the last time Jesus passed by. And so, he cries out and he is healed.  

Jesus of Nazareth is passing by. I believe, as much as I understand that we’re in a season right now where Jesus 
Christ of Nazareth is passing by this church. Not that He’s not always here. The Word says He’s always here when 
we gather. We see great stuff all the time. But, what I’m trying to tell you is right now Jesus seems to be passing 
by in a way that He normally doesn’t. The biblical fact is that God moves in seasons. There are times when God 
moves with greater intensity than others. That’s been the experience with us here in the church; there have been 
times. The last time I stood in front of you and said I really believe Jesus Christ of Nazareth is passing by was 12 
years ago in the other building. The Lord did some amazing things. Here we are. Look at this building. That’s 
another story. The last 200 years of the history of the Christian Church in America, we can look back and see the 
Great Awakening, the Second Great Awakening. There’s been revivals under Charles Finney, D.L. Moody; times 
that God has moved. I got saved during what we call “The Jesus Movement”; a powerful movement of God. In 
1994 the Spirit of God hit this church. It hit hard. We were totally unprepared for it. We just called the young 
people up to the front and we prayed for them and the power of God hit them. And, some of them were out in 
the power of God for five or six hours. It was amazing. That started a 6-month, five nights a week… we had 
church five nights a week. People came from all over. And just about every wingnut from (within) a 150 miles 
showed up as well because Satan was trying to discredit what was happening. He loves to do that. Because 
people would come and of course they were just looking to find something wrong. But we learned a lot. Our 
ministry team that we have now, we developed that during that time because we needed people we trust praying 
for people. The point I’m trying to make is there are seasons in which God moves differently, extraordinary, more 
intensely than others. The Bible tells us that God moves in seasons. Let’s just look at a couple of them. 

Ezekiel 34:26 (NASB) 
26 I will make them and the places around My hill a blessing. And I will cause showers to come down 
in their season; they will be showers of blessing.  

He is talking about seasons of blessings; God pouring out His blessings on His people. 
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John 5:4 (NASB) 
4 for an angel of the Lord went down at certain seasons into the pool and stirred up the water; 
whoever then first, after the stirring up of the water, stepped in was made well from whatever 
disease with which he was afflicted.  

I don’t believe this is a myth and a legend. I believe this actually happened. There were seasons when God did 
miraculous healings in the temple.  

2 Timothy 4:2 (NASB) 
2 preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort, with great 
patience and instruction. 

I believe what Paul is saying is there’s going to be seasons when witnessing for Jesus, for doing what He says, 
are going to be easier than others. And we have experienced that in this church. There have been times when we 
just ask people to come forward and all we said was “Holy Spirit come”. That’s all we said. That’s what was 
happening during those night meetings. We didn’t have to conjure, we didn’t have to do anything. It was just 
unbelievable. In Colossians 4:2, Paul challenges us not to miss any opportunity that God puts before us. Jesus 
Christ, I’m telling you as your pastor, is passing by. I haven’t said that for 12 years. So, now is the time that you 
and I need to cry out to God; just like Bartimaeus: “Lord, Lord, show us what You are doing”. Now is the time to 
pray for your loved ones; not that it isn’t at other times. 

Luke 5:17 (NASB) 
17 One day He (Jesus) was teaching; and there were some Pharisees and teachers of the law sitting 
there, who had come from every village of Galilee and Judea and from Jerusalem; and the power of 
the Lord was present for Him to perform healing.  

This always interested me. This is Jesus! And, Luke is saying the power of God was there. Now why did he say 
that? Because there must have been times when the power of God wasn’t there like that. So, this was an 
extraordinary time where the power of God was there, even with Jesus. And that’s exactly what happens. 
Sometimes the power was there in greater measure than others and it’s recorded for us in the gospel. One is in 
Mark 6 and one is in Matthew 13. And I’m not going to tell you what verses, you’ll have to find it. If you’re 
interested in that, read the whole chapter—Mark 6, Matthew 13.  

Recently in the last few weeks, 3 or 4 weeks, Mark and I have just been getting one person after another coming 
to us all excited about something that is happening in the church, in a home group, at after school Bible Club, in 
their families. Prodigals; one after another. Their families have come to me and said, “Our prodigal has come 
home.” Last night two more! A gentleman I hadn’t seen for I don’t know how many years, we grew up together. 
They have actually moved back into town. He came to me last night, “You know my sister?” I hadn’t seen her for 
a long time. “She had been married for 40 years. Her husband claimed to be an atheist. Every time we even 
discussed Jesus, he got angry.” Two days ago, it was in the morning, his wife had served him breakfast. And 
they’re retired now. He’s just walking in the garden outside and I think she was doing dishes. He comes in and 
said, “Honey, I’ve been fighting God my whole life. I want to give my life to Jesus right now.” He goes, “Dave, our 
whole family has been rejoicing.” She can’t believe it! The man is on fire for Jesus. At the end of the service 
another couple came to me and said their son (I won’t use his name) they had been praying for, for five years, 
called them on the phone. He has given his life to Jesus. He said it’s like talking to a different person. The point I 
am making is there are times and seasons. I’m telling you right now “Jesus is passing by”.  

I’m sure all of you can remember a time when you missed God. I know I can. And most of the time we miss God, 
God opens a door for us to witness to someone or to speak into their life. And then we go away from that time 
grieving. What’s wrong with me? Why am I embarrassed? Why did I do this? But one of the things you come 
away with is you say, “Next time that happens, I am not going to do that.” And I hope right now you have that 
same determination. We are not going to miss what God’s doing right now.  
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Mark and I, the senior pastoral staff, believe that now is the time to pray; seek God. Because something is 
stirring. We all know it. We can sense it. It’s a time to get serious with God. And if enough of us do, something 
special just may be around the corner. Now is the time to be passionate about prayer. You know, 950 of you 
belong to the Prayer Society. That’s a lot. When I tell other pastor friends that Mark and I have 950 people in our 
church that committed to pray 30 minutes a day, they look at me like I’m crazy. I know they think that I’m 
exaggerating the number but I’m not. If you belong to the Prayer Society and you’ve kind of fallen down on your 
commitment, ask God to forgive you and start today or tomorrow morning, whenever your time to pray is. 
Remember, you gotta have a place to pray and a time to pray. If you want a consistent devotion with God, you 
have to have a time to pick and a place you go. One thing I’ve learned is it should be in the same place. Whether 
that’s under a tree in your backyard, a comfy couch in your house; I know that has to happen.  

I’m going to ask you again to please prayerfully consider coming Monday through Friday, 6 – 8 o’clock. We’re 
going to worship God and we’re going to pray. And, we’re going to pray in a little different way than we ever have 
before. We’re going to have sixteen people praying, four different prayer times. We’re not going to get in groups, 
we’re just going to agree with the people coming and praying up front on a microphone. Like Tuesday night, (I’m 
going to give you an example) one of the four prayer times are going to be for the high school. John Ulloa is 
going to come up here, he’s going to pray; a couple of the high school kids are going to come up, they’re going 
to pray; and probably one of the adults working in the high school. And, we’re going to pray with them. It’s going 
to be powerful. We’re going to do that four times and in between each time, we’re going to worship God. Just 
trying to do something different. So please, prayerfully consider being a part of that and fasting. I forgot to tell 
you this. We would like you to prayerfully consider fasting this week; whatever that is for you. I think a good 
thing for most of us would be to just turn off that machine. I mean that electronic device that we look at every 
night for hours. What would happen if one week we all just shut if off? I’m just saying. Maybe you like to fast 
broccoli. That’s fine. Just fast something. Pray and do something. Let God know you’re serious.  

LUKE 18:1 (NASB) 
18 Now He (Jesus)was telling them a parable to show that at all times they ought to pray and not to 
lose heart, 2 saying, “In a certain city there was a judge who did not fear God and did not respect 
man. 3 There was a widow in that city, and she kept coming to him, saying, ‘Give me legal protection 
from my opponent.’ 4 For a while he was unwilling; but afterward he said to himself, ‘Even though I 
do not fear God nor respect man, 5 yet because this widow bothers me, I will give her legal 
protection, otherwise by continually coming she will wear me out.’” 6 And the Lord said, “Hear what 
the unrighteous judge said; 7 now, will not God bring about justice for His elect who cry to Him day 
and night, and will He delay long over them? 8 I tell you that He will bring about justice for them 
quickly.  

There are three truths that I want to go through, we’re going to go through them rather quickly. And they are 
three truths that I think we should consider and take seriously to help redouble our efforts to pray.  

1. Prayerlessness leads to discouragement  

Jesus said here either you pray or you lose hope. It’s a contrast. If you pray, you’re going to have hope. If you 
don’t pray, you’re going to lose hope. It’s interesting to me that giving up on God has consequences. If you’re 
discouraged and you give up on God, guess what? You’re going to become even more discouraged, more jaded, 
more pessimistic. In other words, your discouragement is going to increase. In verse 1 Jesus said, “Pray and not 
lose heart.” The Greek word “lose heart” (and I don’t want to bore you) what it means, it can be translated to 
become weak, give up, become discouraged. Now most of Jesus’ parables, there’s a comparison and a contrast. 
And in this parable, the comparison is between that person who stops praying and the person who continues to 
pray. There are two positions. Either we pray and we access God’s power, His strength, and His possibilities or we 
stop praying and we become discouraged, timid, pessimistic, defeated, and lose hope. You show me a Christian 
who doesn’t pray and too often it seems like so much of their life they’re talking about pessimistic things. I know 
I said this to you before. I’m absolutely convinced that many Christians miss out on the victory; miss out on the 
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miracle that God has for them because they give up and stop praying. The blind man didn’t give up until God 
acknowledged him and met his needs.  

Can you think of a time in your life when you gave up on someone or gave up on something and now you wish 
you would have given it more time? The Chargers come to my mind right away (laughter). And I could go off on 
a tangent for the next fifteen minutes but I will not. We can’t give up on God. We can’t give up our hope for 
revival. Looking out at our culture, what is happening in our culture right now—I mean I could spend the next ten 
minutes talking about all the bad things in school. It’s all over. It doesn’t take long. There’s all kinds of Christian 
organizations, (and God bless them) they’re trying to fight it. But if you look at all this stuff, you could become 
discouraged. Especially here in California. I told someone the other day we live in a looney bin. That’s what I told 
them. And even after I said that, I said, “Sorry, Lord.” But it’s true.  

If you and I stop praying for the impossible revival; if you and I stop praying for the power and presence of God; 
if you and I stop praying for redemption that Jesus Christ died for; if we stop praying for redemption for our city, 
our country, our loved ones; do you realize you will become pessimistic, jaded, sour, focused on all that is bad; 
and I run into you all the time! And I have to hold my tongue. Because I know just listening to you, I know you 
have little motivation to pray. Because you’re so caught up in all the bad; the impossibility of the situations. You 
have the stats; you have the examples of sociological trends; the economic change; the immigration problems. 
On and on it goes and I sit and listen to you. But friends, as Christians, that cannot be our focus. That may all be 
true but our focus has to be on the cross. Our focus has to be on redemption. Our focus has to be on the fact 
that Jesus Christ died so we would have hope. Jesus Christ died so we could pray and bring God’s possibilities 
into impossible situations. Yeah, with God nothing’s impossible. Every time I say that, I think of Mary—this young 
13, 14, 15, 16-year old girl. And the angel shows up and says, “You’re going to be pregnant.” (Mary) “Well 
I…” (Angel) “That doesn’t matter, you’re still going to be pregnant.” (Mary) “But I…” (Angel) “It doesn’t matter.” 
Think about that. If God can do that… and He can. He can do anything. Gabriel said, “With God, nothing is 
impossible.” We serve a wonder-working God. He’s moved in the past so many times in our country. And you 
know what, when I was thinking about our country, you could think of the worst city in the United States... and 
one city pops into your mind I’m sure. Won’t even mention it. But it’s no worse than the city of Corinth at the 
time of Paul. Do you know what the word Corinth means? Fornication. Yeah, so I live in the City of Fornication 
(laughter). I mean, it was bad! I thought of kind of listing for you how bad the city was… but this is church. We 
have enough problem with sin without me telling you about it. You know what I’m saying? It was horrible! And 
Paul came, preached Jesus, and revival came. God poured out His Spirit to such an extent that Paul had to stay 
there for eighteen months. And Jesus is the same yesterday, today and forever. Why can’t San Diego break out in 
revival like Corinth? Why not? It certainly isn’t because God doesn’t want to do it. That can’t be the problem. 
Which brings me to the second truth about redoubling our efforts to pray for a move of God.  

2. God is working 

Whether you see it or not. Christian, do not be that Christian brother or sister that thinks God is telling you “No” 
because you don’t see something happening right now. Press in, press in, press in. If you’re praying the wrong 
prayer, as you pray God will change your prayer. I’ve seen it happen in my life. You’re praying for something and 
God begins to slowly over time change your prayer and you start praying according to God’s will. And the Bible 
says: 

1 JOHN 5:14-16 (NASB) 
14 This is the confidence which we have before Him, that, if we ask anything according to His will, 
He hears us. 15 And if we know that He hears us in whatever we ask, we know that we have the 
requests which we have asked from Him.  

Jesus is not saying that God is like this unjust judge. He’s saying it’s just the opposite. If this widow could get a 
judge to act on her behalf, how much more will God who sent His Son to die for you act on your behalf. Jesus is 
not saying we have to pester God. But we have to pray. We have to pray until the answer comes. Hebrews 13 
says it is impossible to please God without faith and praying to God, leaning on him and saying “God, you’re the 

P a g e  |   of 94



Jesus is Passing By; It’s Time to Pray 

only answer” pleases God. You might ask, “I’ve been praying for all these years and I haven’t seen anything.” 
Well, two weeks ago, Mark gave a message. He gave five reasons why maybe your prayers aren’t being 
answered. Maybe look at that. Look at the website, the app and look at that message again. But let me tell you 
this, if you’re seeking after God—of course we’re all sinners, we blow it—but if you ask the Lord to forgive you, 
He forgives you and your sin is gone as far as east is from the west. When the Lord looks at you, because He 
looks through Jesus, what He did for you on the cross, you’re sinless. Now if you’re practicing sin, that’s another 
matter. If you’re in rebellion and you refuse to deal with a certain sin in your life, I’m telling you that’s going to 
affect your prayer. If you read in my book, I go into a bunch of hinderances to our prayer. But if you’re submitted 
to God, you’re trying to live for Him, you’re trying to pray prayers that are according to His will, I am telling you, 
He is listening to you and He is working on your behalf. And I say that in the authority of the Word of God, that is 
exactly what is happening. The moment you pray, God hears and He begins to work. God starts working on your 
behalf. I preached a message once entitled, “Prayer Puts God to Work”. The moment you pray, God hears and He 
begins to work. Maybe people’s hearts have to change; situations have to come into play; He has to move things 
around for you, so sometimes it may take a while. In Daniel Chapter 10 (read it for yourself), the prophet, Daniel
—pretty close to God, one of God’s favorites, right? I mean, come on—Daniel starts praying, nothing. Finally, over 
a long period of time, an angel shows up and says, “Listen, the day you started praying, God heard and He sent 
me but we had to push back a demonic prince.” A lot of times when we pray, there’s a demonic situation that 
must be pushed back. Keep praying. But the end result will always be the same and that is God will answer you.  

I’m going to ask you a question. Is a prayer of ours, “Lord, anoint this church. Anoint the pastors in this church. 
Anoint us as a body of believers to accomplish everything you want us to do in San Diego. When we gather 
together, Lord, let Your Spirit be there. When we come together as a church, let Your conviction be poured out 
upon Your people so miracles, signs and wonders are done in Your name. God, pour out Your Spirit upon Uncle 
Ted”? Is that according to the will of God? Is it? Yes or no? Ok, if that’s the case, we serve a God who cannot lie, 
that means that He’s working on that prayer.  

PSALM 65:2, 5a (ESV) 
O, You who hear prayer, to You all men come. 5By awesome deeds you answer us with 
righteousness, O God of our salvation. 

I love that verse. The fact is that God answers prayer. And I believe He answers prayer in four ways. I don’t have 
time to go through them. It’s in my book, chapter 10, 11. It’s all about prayers and unanswered prayer. Today the 
book is on sale, 20% off today in the bookstore. But if you’re visiting, you get it for free! When it comes to prayer 
and unanswered prayers, about 25 years of listening to people, preaching on prayer more than any other subject; 
you see I believe God always answers prayer. And it’s always positively. One of the things is, this is one of the 
four ways, a lot of the times people don’t like the answer. God’s answering you all right but you don’t like the 
answer. It’s in the book, we have to move on. Third and finally, why we should redouble our efforts to pray when 
we sense that Jesus Christ is passing by is that: 

3. God keeps His promises 

Now I realize that we live in a time of unkept promises. We live in a time of liars. I remember when I bought my 
first house, I think there was (it was years ago) five pages I had to sign. Now you have to take off from work, 
bring along a lunch as you sit there and sign for like an hour. Why? Because we live in a society that people don’t 
tell the truth. God keeps His promises.  
  
2 CORINTHIANS 1:20 (NASB) 
20 For as many as are the promises of God, in Him they are (what’s that word?) yes;  

Say it louder, Yes! I believe God always answers yes. But “yes” in four ways. The last of the four is, “Yes, I hear 
you, I love you, but I’ve got something better for you.” I thought I better throw that in—that’s one of my four 
ways God answers. He’s a positive God. He’s always thinking positively for you and us as a body of believers. He’s 
always thinking the best for us.  
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DEUTERONOMY 7:9 (Living Bible) 
9 Understand, therefore, that the Lord your God is the faithful God who for a thousand generations 
keeps his promises and constantly loves those who love him and obey his commands. 

He keeps His promises, that’s the point. And that’s what’s kept me praying for revival. I hear all this stuff on the 
TV and I just say, “Lord, You’re the answer. Come Holy Spirit.” It has kept me praying for another movement of 
God here at Foothills.  

I hope you realize that the church in the United States is in trouble. The church in San Diego is in trouble. There 
are some churches that are growing but I am telling you most of the growth is from people coming from other 
churches. I’m just telling you. We need a movement of God here. We need a move of God in San Diego. And it 
has to start in the church. And I have told you as far as I can discern, as far as Mark and I can discern, Jesus 
Christ of Nazareth is passing by. This is not a time to sit back and be pessimistic but a time to beseech God; to 
look for redemption; to look for Jesus’s redemption in those things in your life that need to be redeemed, family 
members, our society. As I was preparing for this message, I usually get about 7 ½ to 8 pages of words written 
down. You know, I call my wife, “Well, I got another 2 pages of words, I gotta go.” I got just about 6 1/4 and I 
said, “Lord, I’m done”. And Mark Dupont called me and says, “You know, I think I got a word and I’d like to come 
to your office and share it with you.” I said, “Sure, come down.” And he had it all neatly typed up and I look at it 
and I go, “Woah, there’s the last part of my message”. So welcome Mark Dupont. 

Marc Dupont: 
About four weeks ago when Dave related the vision the Lord had given about this week of prayer coming up, my 
heart leapt within me and for a couple of reasons, for us as a church but secondly, because of what God is doing 
internationally right now with the body of Christ. Many of you know that besides being part of the staff here, I 
travel about 130, 140 days a year internationally ministering many different churches around the globe. And 
many of the churches I’ve been with since December 1st are churches I have a long history with. And in many of 
these churches just like us, some are a little further down the road, they are experiencing an incredible season of 
Pentecost right now. Since December 1st of last year, I’ve seen this firsthand in churches in South Africa. I’ve seen 
it in churches I was with a few months in the middle east. I’ve seen it in churches in the UK and Europe, churches 
in Canada and here in North America. There’s something extraordinary going on. And the question for us as a 
church is if God is about to release something, as Dave talked about the Lord passing by, how do we respond to 
that?  

When I graduated from high school, I began to be friends with about four or five guys that were just hardcore 
surfers. They had water on the brain. One of them literally, the day he graduated from high school, flew to Hawaii 
and he spent four or five years surfing the Northshore in the winter time during big waves. That’s just what they 
live for. So, I got dragged into surfing for a few years before I realized I don’t like cold water. I never got very 
good at surfing but I did learn one crucial thing and that is that if you wait till the wave’s upon you, you will miss 
it. You have to have momentum. You have to start paddling before that wave hits or else it passes you by. And so 
how as a church, how can we posture ourselves? And when Dave shared what the Lord had put upon his heart a 
few months ago, this second part of what I’m sharing with you now, it just really came to me quite strongly. And 
as Dave and I began to dialogue we ended up at this place that we did last night and the previous service. That I 
believe the Lord wants us as a church, and this includes all of us, we need to realize on a deeper level that our 
God is an absolute consuming fire. That when Jesus gave His life on the cross for us it wasn’t simply so we could 
escape the flames of Hell, but we could know the wonder of who He is, the majesty of who He is, and the 
incredible intentions He has for our lives to bear fruit as we walk with Jesus. Biblically speaking, there’s a couple 
of different types of fire but I want to read to you from Hebrews, chapter 12 starting verse 26 -29. 

HEBREWS 12:26-29 (NASB) 
26 And His voice shook the earth then, but now He has promised, saying, “Yet once more I will shake 
not only the earth, but also the heaven.” 27 This expression, “Yet once more,” denotes the removing 
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of those things which can be shaken, as of created things, so that those things which cannot be 
shaken may remain. 28 Therefore, since we receive a kingdom which cannot be shaken, let us show 
gratitude, by which we may offer to God an acceptable service with reverence and awe; 29 for our 
God is a consuming fire.   

Our God is a consuming fire. He’s not just our Savior, He is Lord, He is God Almighty. Biblically speaking, there are 
two types of fire in the kingdom of God. There is one, the refining fire, which brings a purification to our lives. 
And secondly, there’s the fire of judgement, fire of destruction. And fortunately, because of Christ Jesus, we don’t 
need to speak about the fire of destruction because if you’ve given your life to Christ Jesus as Paul says in 
Colossians, “You have been transformed from the kingdom of darkness into the kingdom of his 
beloved son. So, there is now no condemnation (as in destruction) for those in Christ Jesus.” But, just 
because God loves us just the way we are doesn’t mean He wants to leave us just the way we are. His heart for 
us is to be transformed into the reflection of Christ Jesus. And so, even to those who God loves He sends a 
refining fire. In Revelation, chapter 3, verses 17 through 19 Jesus says,  

REVELATION 3:17-19 (NASB) 
17 Because you say, “I am rich, and have become wealthy, and have need of nothing,” and you do 
not know that you are wretched and miserable and poor and blind and naked, I counsel you to buy 
from me gold refined by fire... 

Let me stop there a moment. Several years ago, I was preaching a conference in Canada and I was actually 
preaching a whole message on this passage. And a man came up to me at the end of the message and I was 
talking about gold refined by fire. And he said, “I work in a gold refinery in western Canada”. And he said, “Do 
you know what the last stage, the 7th stage, of purifying gold is? What impurity is brought out?” I said, “I don’t 
have a clue.” He said, “The last stage of fire that the gold is sent through is to remove silver.” And I thought about 
that. That silver, in itself, is considered quite valuable but yet when silver is in gold, it is an impurity. And the 
parallel there is you and I can have things in our life that maybe to the culture around us, or maybe you and I 
have allowed in our lives that we don’t think is maybe so wrong, but maybe inadvertently we’re quenching, we’re 
grieving the Holy Spirit. Maybe there’s something that we’ve made into an idolatry in our life, by that deriving our 
comfort from other than the person of God. It could be entertainment. It could be the Chargers or I don’t know, 
whatever. It could be a million and one things. It could be a habitual practice such as substance abuse, gambling. 
It could be a stronghold of bitterness or anger or unforgiveness that we have chosen to hang on to. But God, in 
this adventure, He has called our church into as a family to enter into this season of Pentecost. He wants us to 
have momentum as we begin tomorrow night. He doesn’t want any of us to be shackled by a ball and chain that 
would tie us down to prevent us from running this race. And so Jesus said,  

REVELATION 3:18-19 (NASB) 
…buy from Me gold refined by fire so that you may become rich, and white garments so that you 
may clothe yourself, and that the shame of your nakedness will not be revealed; and eye salve to 
anoint your eyes so that you may see. 19 Those whom I love… 

And, hang on to those four words. Again, God loves us just the way we are but he loves us too much to leave us 
the way we are. When He calls us to experience His refining fires, it’s not because He’s against us or ashamed of 
us but because He wants to bring a greater freedom to us.  

REVELATION 3:19 (NASB) 
…Those whom I love I reprove and discipline; therefore be zealous and repent. 

JOHN 15:6 (NASB)  
6 If anyone does not abide in Me, he is thrown away as a branch and dries up; and they gather 
them, and cast them into the fire and they are burned.  
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But as I said, that fire of destruction is not about those in Christ Jesus. But there is a fire and that is the refiner’s 
fire, where we talked about, that in the Father’s love He allows at times and seasons into our lives as individuals, 
but sometimes as a church family. So, let us as a church family, let’s take responsibility for our part in preparing 
for this season. You know sometimes we think “God, just wave a magic wand over me and make me into the 
perfect man or woman of God you want me to be”. But God calls us to grow up, to make decisions in line with His 
Word, His will and what His Spirit is doing. And that especially applies, as Dave just preached, at a time that the 
Lord is passing by.  

HOSEA 10:12 (NASB) 
12 Sow with a view to righteousness, reap in accordance with kindness (This sowing and reaping; this is 
the heart of God for us. But is says) Break up your fallow ground… 

You notice it doesn’t say God will break up your fallow ground. It says you. Make a choice. Break up your fallow 
ground. And a fallow ground is an area in our life that is unproductive. It is unfruitful. And again, it may be an 
area that we have just not submitted to the Lord. Maybe it’s an area where we have given too much time to this 
or that; that robs us of the freedom to worship the Lord, pray to God, to be obedient to God in the things He may 
be saying. And as those things build up in our lives, we develop a callousness of our heart; even a hardness to 
discern what the Lord may be saying. But yet, when God releases His refining fire, it’s a wakeup call for all of us.    

HOSEA 10:12 (NASB) 
12 Sow with a view to righteousness, reap in accordance with kindness; Break up your fallow 
ground, for it is time to seek the Lord until He comes to rain righteousness on you (us). 

Not only to us but through us, and as Dave has been speaking, for the city of San Diego.
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