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Good morning, go ahead and open your Bibles to Exodus, chapter 20. Exodus chapter 20 is one of the 
most famous chapters of the Bible. It’s where we find the 10 commandments. We’re going to look at 
the first 2 commandments. The 10 commandments, just going over them really quick: 

1) You should have no other gods before God 
2) You shall make no graven images 
3) Don’t take His name in vain 
4) Keep the sabbath day holy 
5) Honor your father and mother 
6) Don’t murder 
7) Don’t commit adultery 
8) Don’t steal 
9) Don’t lie 
10) Do not covet 

The 10 commandments, a lot of times are talked about as a summary of the 613 commandments you 
find that make up the Mosaic Law in the Old Testament. And they’re actually used throughout the 
entire world as one of the foundational bedrocks for what we know today, even for our legal system 
and our justice system. That is why in a lot of courthouses you’ll find the 10 commandments. When 
Jesus was asked in the New Testament what is the greatest commandment, He said, “Love the Lord 
your God with all your heart, mind, soul and strength and the 2nd, which is like it, is love your neighbor 
as yourself.” When you look at the 10 commandments, you see an obvious grouping. You see the first 4 
commandments have to do with our relationship with God and regulate how we worship Him. The next 
6 commandments have to do with our relationship with each other and regulating how we’re supposed 
to treat each other. And so if you look at the first 4 commandments, the first 2 are actually really 
similar, let’s read them: 

Exodus 20:1 – 6 
Then God spoke all these words, saying, “I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the 
land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery. You shall have no other gods before Me. You shall not 
make for yourself an idol, or any likeness of what is in heaven above or on the earth beneath or 
in the water under the earth. You shall not worship them or serve them; for I, the LORD your 
God, am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children, on the third and 
fourth generations of those who hate Me, but showing lovingkindness to thousands, to those who 
love Me and keep My commandments. 

Remember, He is giving Moses on Mount Sinai, He is going to give him the 10 commandments. Moses is 
going to inscribe them on these 2 tablets and bring them down to the people below. It’s interesting 
that these first 2 commandments that are very similar, 1 – Worship only God, have no other Gods and 2 
– Make no graven images, don’t worship any idols, are situated at the very top, the very first 2 
commandments that God wants to make sure that we have bed-rocked in us and what it means to 
follow God. Think about why, like why are those such important commandments. Why did Jesus say 
that the greatest commandment is to worship God with everything that you have? Why is it that God 
thinks our worship of Him is so significant or so important? When you answer that question, a lot of 
critics or people, skeptics, or even we might be tempted to think that somehow God needs our 
worship. And that is absolutely not true. In fact, it displays a real misunderstanding of who God is and 
how God operates. There is a principle on the nature of God that God is sufficient. God has no needs. 
He doesn’t need anything from you. You can’t add anything to Him. He is completely sufficient in and 
of Himself. If no human ever existed or never gave Him any worship, He would be exactly the same 
amount of glory that He is right now and that He has eternally existed in. It says this in Acts 17:24 – 
25… 
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Acts 17:24 – 25  
The God who made the world and everything in it is the Lord of heaven and earth and does not 
live in temples built by human hands. And He is not served by human hands, as if he needed 
anything. Rather, He himself gives everyone life and breath and everything else. 

In fact, He is the source, He is the creator, the designer, He made everything, He has no needs. He has 
eternally existed and has been completely sufficient. He doesn’t need your obedience, He doesn’t 
need your ministry, He doesn’t need your worship, even. In fact, in Psalm 50, it says it even clearer 
about their worship. 

Psalm 50:7 – 15: 
Hear, O My people, and I will speak; O Israel, I will testify against you; I am God, your God. I do 
not reprove you for your sacrifices and your burnt offerings are continually before Me. I shall 
take no young bull out of your house nor male goats out of your folds. For every beast of the 
forest is Mine, the cattle on a thousand hills. I know every bird of the mountains, and everything 
that moves in the field is Mine. If I were hungry, I would not tell you, for the world is Mine, and 
all it contains. Shall I eat the flesh of bulls or drink the blood of male goats? Offer to God a 
sacrifice of thanksgiving and pay your vows to the Most High. 

The sacrificial system that they had of worshipping God, God is saying, “I don’t need it. I don’t need 
this to fulfill something that I’m lacking. I don’t need your worship. I don’t need your sacrifice. In 
fact, I have no needs. If I was hungry, I wouldn’t tell you. If I needed something, I wouldn’t tell you. 
You’re just dust, this created thing that I made”. We can’t add anything to God. So, if that is true, 
why does He put as the very first 2 commandments: worship God and God alone and don’t worship any 
idols… make no graven images? Well, it reveals something really important that we need to understand 
about the commandments and how the commandments work. So many of us think that obeying God’s 
commandments is hard or difficult or laborious or it’s tedious or they’re heavy on us. It’s not 
something we get really excited about, obeying God’s commandments. And yet they are there for us. 
In fact, they are God’s gift to us. I was thinking about how to understand this and I was thinking about, 
have you ever tried to put something together. A lot of you guys on Christmas morning, you’re going to 
wake up and you’re going to put together some toy. And if you’re a guy, you’re going to try to do it 
without the directions. And one of the things that has happened to me so many times, I’m trying to do 
something like that, I’m trying to put something together and I’m doing it the wrong way and I’m 
fumbling around, I’m getting angry, I’m starting to sweat, I’m muttering curse words under my breath. 
It’s Christmas morning, we’re celebrating Jesus… I’ll give you guys an example, we have over here in 
the multi-purpose room, where we do Sunday school, we have a really dumbed down version of the 
audio/video setup that we have in here, okay? And it’s dumbed down but it’s still really complicated. 
So, when you’re trying to show a video or trying to get the microphone to work or trying to put 
something on the screen and you just can’t figure it out and you’re trying everything and pushing 
buttons and moving sliders and doing everything you can think of and finally you call one of these guys 
to come over there and they come over and they just push this button and the whole thing works and 
you want to hug them and punch them at the same time. That kind of frustration because there’s 
some piece that you’re missing, there is some information you’re missing. The commandments are like 
God’s gift to us, to explain to us, this is how reality works. This is how life works. As you do these 
things, you’re going to be better off.  

When God gives the commandment, it’s almost like the chairman of the Federal Reserve comes and 
says “Hey, this stock, you should buy some”. They give you that insider trader information and you 
think, “I’m gonna buy that stock.” This guy knows, he knows what the interest rate is going to do or 
whatever. The commandments are like that. In fact, God made the world to work a certain way. He’s 
the inventor, the designer, the maker, the architect, the builder. He made all the laws that govern it. 
He created gravity and radiation and ecosystems and bacteria and quartz and the Sun and all the 
physical laws. He assigned the gravity is supposed to be whatever gravity is supposed to be. I said that 
last night and somebody text me later 9.8 times mass. So, God set gravity at 9.8 times mass. But not 
only did He design the physical laws but He made everything else which includes love and hope and 
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sadness and faith and sex and fun and unity and generosity. He made all of it. He knows how all of it 
works and the commandments are His gift to us to explain, “This is how you work in this world I’ve put 
you in. This is reality.” Look at what the Psalmist says about the commandments: 

Psalm 1:1-3 
How blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked, nor stand in the path of 
sinners, nor sit in the seat of scoffers, but his delight is in the law of the Lord (How many of us 
delight in God’s law? How many of us are just so over-enthused and in love with obeying God and 
following His commandments? It says next…) And in His law he meditates day and night (He 
continually puts God’s commandments before him to follow him. Here’s why because he knows, he 
figured out the secret. It says in verse 3…) He will be like a tree firmly planted by streams of water 
which yields its fruit in its season and its leaf does not wither and in whatever he does, he 
prospers.  

Do you want to prosper in life? Do you want your life to flourish? Do you want to have an abundant life? 
Obey God’s commandments! When you realize that that it’s not this hard thing God’s asking you to do 
but it’s His gift to you and your life is going to open up and it’s going to become better when you obey 
His commandments, it makes it a whole lot easier. God designed life to work that we flourish when we 
obey Him.  

Okay so let’s take that general principle about Commandments and I want to look at how that works 
with worship. What is it about worship that is actually good for us? Well first, we have to think about 
what do we mean by worship? I want to just zoom in on that word real quick because it’s a little bit 
problematic. If you go to a Christian bookstore, you’re going to find a section of CDs and music called 
worship. And so one of the ways we use the word worship is to describe a genre of music. We also 
describe the first 20 minutes or 25 minutes before the sermon as worship. And that’s okay because the 
Bible uses the word worship to mean that but it uses the word worship to mean much, much more than 
that. In fact, if you look at Romans 12 starting in verse 1 it says: 

Romans 12:1 
Therefore, I urge you brothers by the mercies of God to present your bodies a living and holy 
sacrifice acceptable to God which is your spiritual service of worship. 

So here, the Apostle Paul is saying that the reasonable response to God is to offer your body, your 
heart, your mind, your soul, everything you are, your entire life to Him as worship. And so the Bible 
doesn’t necessarily see worship as a small, compartmentalized aspect of our life but worship is an all-
encompassing aspect of our entire being, of everything we are. In fact, God made us to be worshipers. 
Paul says that our whole lives should be presented to God in worship. And we worship God when we 
put Him as the object of our affection and our desire and we aim to please Him. When we take every 
other aspect of our lives and we make it subservient to Him. But worship does something really 
amazing. Worship is very unique in what it accomplishes for us and how God designed it to work. Look 
at the very next verse, Romans 12:2. 

Romans 12:2 
And do not be conformed to this world but be transformed by the renewing of your mind so that 
you may prove what the will of God is that which is good and acceptable and perfect. 

That word “transformed” in the Greek, I’m going to mess this up because it’s a really hard word to 
pronounce but it is something like “metamorfono” and it’s the same where we get the word 
metamorphosis from. Like when a caterpillar metamorphoses into a butterfly. It becomes something 
different. That’s what that word “transformed” means. It’s the same word you find in the Gospels on 
the Mount of Transfiguration when Jesus goes up with Peter, John and James and He’s transfigured into 
His glorified state. That’s the same word there that we use for that word “transformed”. It means to 
become something different. So, there’s this aspect when we worship God, when we set Him as the 
preeminent goal in our life as the thing that we’re desiring to become, the thing we’re desiring to set 
our minds and our hearts on, we actually are transformed into His image. We actually become like 
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Him. In fact, the only other time that Paul uses the word ‘metamorfono’ is in 2nd Corinthians 3:18. It 
says it even clearer. 

2 Corinthians 3:18: 
And we all with unveiled face beholding the glory of the Lord are being transformed into the 
same image from one degree of glory to another. 

Okay, so there’s a really radical principle of worship that is explained there, that as we worship God, 
something transforms us. The more we worship God, the more we become like God. The more we are 
transformed into His glory, into His image. That’s what the Bible calls us, “Imago  Dei”, the image of 
God. We’re image bearers of God. He created us in His image. We’re designed to work something like 
a mirror, that we reflect, that we’re made to reflect. And we were made to reflect Him. And so, as we 
set God in our focus and we set Him in our sights, we become to look like Him.  

Matthew 5:16 
Let your light so shine before men so that they may see your good deeds and give glory to your 
Father who is in heaven. 

So, as you obey God and you do the things that God has called you to do and you’re faithful to Him, 
something really radical happens. People look at you and they see the works you’re doing and they 
don’t say “Great job, you’re amazing, I can’t believe it”. They glorify your Father who’s in heaven. 
They see God in you. As you obey God, people look at you and they can see something about what the 
Living God, the Most High, looks like. Something about His nature, something about who He is. 
Because not only are you reflecting but in some real way, you’re becoming transformed, you’re 
becoming like Him. So, we find here this really radical principle that’s tied to worship that whatever 
we worship we become like that thing.  

Okay, let’s take it back to God’s regulation of worship in the first 2 Commandments. He said, “You 
shall have no other gods and you are to make no graven images.” You know, a lot of times when we 
read this, we think about what idolatry actually is and we kind of have this modern snobbery. We think 
that we have this anachronistic view of what idolatry is. It’s kind of in some other time or some other 
culture and that it doesn’t affect us. In fact, if you ever go into a Chinese food restaurant or a Thai 
restaurant, a lot of times you’ll see a little Buddha up by the cash register somewhere, there will be 
like food and money put in front of the Buddha. And I always think a little bit like that’s weird, you 
know, like that seems really out of place. And I always think like that’s not doing what you think it’s 
doing. It’s a weird thing. I don’t know how this works because it’s a weird thing to put food there. He 
never eats it. We’re to put money there and then take the money back later? I don’t know. How does 
that work, right? It’s a weird thing. My sister, a couple years ago was living in Singapore and her 
husband was in the military. They were stationed out there and we had the opportunity to go out and 
visit them. And one of the things we went and saw in Singapore was a temple to the Buddhist tooth. 
Okay, so you actually have a picture of it. It’s this amazingly kind of ornate, crazy place. But, dude, it 
is just this place that gives you the willies. It’s just full of idolatry. You know, it’s this place where 
there’s just so much crazy, just all these gods and all these little things that people worship. And if 
you were listening closely you heard me right; it is the temple of the Buddha’s tooth. In fact, 
supposedly at this thing, you can’t see it but they say that they have the left canine tooth of the 
Buddha from 2,500 years ago. Weird. When you go there, you think, man that’s weird, that’s 
idolatrous, you know?  Pastor Dave just got back this last week with some people from our church and 
they were in Israel. And I’ve been able to go there before. In Israel they have a church called the 
Church of the Holy Sepulcher. The Church of the Holy Sepulcher is in Jerusalem. It’s where mostly 
Catholics believe that Jesus was crucified. They believe that Mount Calvary is in there and that His 
tomb is in there. They believe all this is underneath this one giant, big church. And you go in there and 
it’s this just crazy, gaudy, really weird place… all the different things that are going on in there. But 
there’s this one part that is the “stone of the anointing”. The stone was actually put here like 250 
years ago. But, supposedly people believe that this is the stone where Jesus was anointed for burial 
before they put Him in the tomb. And you have this really weird thing because you can go up and 
touch it and you have all these people who have these bags of all these trinkets or these things from 
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their house. And they’re rubbing it on it. And what they’re doing is they’re trying to get this blessing 
they’re going to take home and give it to their friends and their family and put it in their house and 
somehow that’s going to bring the favor of God to them. And I just think, dude, that so idolatry. That’s 
not how it works. This is not how God is pleased. He’s not pleased at you having this kind of stone and 
you rubbing this thing and putting up in your house. And you look at those things and we think, man 
that’s weird, that’s so idolatrous. And we come back to our own country and feel very comfortable, 
you know, in our own culture. We think, man I’m glad I don’t have any that kind of idolatry going on 
around us. Yeah okay, I see you know where I’m going with this. We live in incredibly idolatrous times. 
I’m going to use this one example. And as I get into this, I’m going to give a few examples of idolatry 
that we have in our culture and I just want you to know some of you are going to get your toes 
stepped on a little bit. And I want to say beforehand, it’s intentional. It’s not accidental. And I want to 
say that also I’m only going to touch on a few so if you don’t hear your thing when I say the things I’m 
going to say, you just imagine your thing, okay? So, my family, we’re cool with Disney. Okay, I’m not 
signing off on all the things that Disney does by any stretch of imagination but we’re okay with Disney 
and watching some Disney movies and going to Disneyland. Last year we were at Disneyland and if you 
haven’t been to Disneyland in a long time, there’s two parks, okay? So, there’s Disneyland and there’s 
California Adventure. Now they’re two parks in the same place. We were over in California Adventure 
and they have this program in California Adventure called The World of Color. And The World of Color 
is, they have this big lake in the middle of California Adventure and they spray this water up and they 
project images and they play all this music and it’s like just kind of this super immersive experience. 
In fact, Disneyland is very much like this where they’ve created the entire place… you can’t see 
outside of Disneyland so you feel like you’re just in this whole other world when you’re there. You 
know you’re going to Tomorrow Land or Frontier Land, it’s just very like immersive, impressive 
experience. They’re very good at this, right? And so you’re there and there’s just this montage of 
scenes and music and emotions that are going on. We were watching, actually, from the back side of 
it. And then we were leaving, we’re walking out and the lights are dimmed. It just feels romantic and 
just has this kind of like great sense of life and then this song that I’m about to play for you comes on 
over the soundtrack. (Song plays “I believe in Disneyland. Come with me to Disneyland”). I’m sorry, 
what was that? “I believe in Disneyland”? And then some things start to snap into place for me real 
quick like, whoa, what are we doing here? I believe in Disneyland? Babe, we’re in a cult right now. And 
I started to think, no, this is really what’s going on. Look at all these people around us wearing Disney 
clothes, crying because of what’s going on, listening to this music, paying thousands of dollars to make 
this pilgrimage to this place, Disneyland, that’s going to bring them so much joy and so much 
happiness… to the music even. All of a sudden, it’s like a little weird, correct? I believe in Disneyland? 
We look at that and we don’t bat an eye but if you put a first-century Jew here in America, they would 
know right away what that was. That’s worship, that’s worship! And look, Disney is not the only thing 
we got. This morning and yesterday, hundreds of thousands of us are going to wake up and we’re going 
to put on outfits and jerseys to go to these temples, these hundreds of millions of dollars and billions 
of dollars, temples. To go see these super overpaid athletes or college athletes and we’re going to 
cheer and we’re going to scream and we’re going to chant. That’s worship! We don’t think of it as 
worship but that’s worship, that’s absolutely worship! And we have malls with shops and restaurants. 
There have always been marketplaces and restaurants always. That’s not what we have. We have 
whole temples, whole industries, billion-dollar industries dedicated to buying stuff that you don’t 
need. In fact, poorly designed stuff that’s only designed to make it to the next iteration so that you 
can buy another one, right? And people wait in line. If you walked up here today and showed us your 
iPhone 4, we would all look at you like, “What cave have you been living in, you troglodyte? How do 
you still have an iPhone 4 that works? In fact, they are meant to break every couple of years so you get 
the next one. You got to get the next one, right? And yet six years ago that was cutting-edge 
technology and now it’s obsolete. Who cares about it? And it’s not just phones. It’s all kinds of things 
like that. We’ve made them idols in our lives. Buying stuff, getting stuff, accumulating stuff. Have you 
ever been to or seen a Justin Bieber concert? Right? We have this cult of fame and superstardom that 
people just go crazy and they make it this focus. They get all this identity and all these things they 
care about and they love and that bring them all this satisfaction from all these things and it’s just 
idolatrous. And we don’t give a second thought about it. We feel very comfortable about it. We go see 
a little Buddha with some money or some food in front of it and we think, “You’re an idol worshiper”, 
then we go straight to the stadium and worship at this football being passed around. I didn’t mention a 
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lot of things, NASCAR, knitting, I don’t know what your thing is, your body, there’s all kinds of things 
that we make into idolatrous things. But you know what? It’s a lot more insidious than that, it’s not 
just those things out there. In fact, there’s a lot of things that are even more personal…. things that 
aren’t even as clear that those things are idols. Good things that can become idolatrous. John Piper 
says it like this: “What is an idol? Well, it is the thing. It is the thing loved or the person loved more 
than God, wanted more than God, desired more than God, treasured more than God, enjoyed more 
than God.”  

Anything can become idolatrous in our lives, even good things that God has given you. Your spouse, 
your children, your job, your talents, your ministry. There’s this temptation that all of us have to take 
these good things that God created for our enjoyment and to elevate them so we find our hope or our 
joy or our security or our identity in them. Anytime that you find in your life that Jesus isn’t enough, 
you’re falling into idolatry. And it’s this subtle thing. It’s not necessarily this thing that happens all at 
once. Sometimes it’s something that very kind of slowly creeps into your life. Or this thing that was a 
gift from God you’ve enjoyed, slowly kind of becomes this thing that has too much control or too much 
of your focus or too much of your attention or you’re finding too much of yourself in it. We actually 
find an example of this in Jesus’ time of how this works. It’s the story of the rich, young ruler.  

Mark 10:17-22 
As Jesus was setting out on a journey, a man ran up to Him and knelt before Him and asked Him, 
“Good teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?” (So, Jesus is walking by and this man runs up 
to him and bows down before Him, right? He seems like a very devote man, he seems like somebody 
who’s really serious and he asked a great question, “Good teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal 
life?” That’s a question all of us should be asking. So, this guy has got a lot going for him.) And Jesus 
said to him, “Why do you call me good? No one is good except God alone. (One of the things he is 
saying to him is, ‘Do you know who I am? Do you know that I’m actually God?’ Look what he says…) You 
know the commandments, do not murder, do not commit adultery, do not steal, do not bear false 
witness, do not defraud, honor your father and your mother. (We just looked at those. Those 6 
commandments should stand out to us. Those are the last 6 commandments, the ones that relegate 
how we are to treat each other. And so Jesus says you know the commandments, obey the 
commandments, and he gives him the last 6 commandments.) And (the rich, young ruler) said to 
Him, “Teacher, I’ve kept all these things from my youth up. Looking at him, Jesus felt a love for 
him (and so he says, ‘I’ve obeyed all those things, I’ve made those things a priority in my life, to keep 
those Commandments, to treat my neighbors well.’ It says that Jesus looked at him and that Jesus felt 
love for him and He says, ‘okay, let’s take a look at the first 4 commandments’.) and said to him, 
“One thing you lack; go and sell all you possess and give to the poor and you will have treasure 
in heaven, and come follow me.” But at these words he was saddened and he went away grieving 
for he was one who owned much property. 

“Your problem isn’t in the last 6 Commandments. Your problem is in the first 4 Commandments. 
You’re an idolater. You’ve made money an idol in your life. You love money more than you love Me so 
let’s do this: go and sell all your possessions, give them to the poor and come and follow Me.” Jesus is 
giving this invitation, this unbelievable invitation to come and be one of his disciples, to come and 
have real deep, meaningful ministry. “It’s going to change the world. It’s going to radically transform 
the entire world. Come and be a part of that. Come and be satisfied with Me.” And yet he didn’t 
because he was an idol worshiper. He’d come to love money more than he loved God and that clues us 
into this interesting idea of idolatry that it comes with some very interesting consequences. Paul talks 
about this temptation in Romans 1. We don’t have enough time to look at it but I encourage you to go 
and study the entire chapter of Romans 1. It is so insightful into where we’re at today and what’s 
actually going on in our culture today. 

Romans 1:23-25: 
And (they) exchanged the glory of the incorruptible God for an image in the form of corruptible 
man and of birds and four-footed animals and crawling creatures. Therefore, God gave them 
over in the lusts of their hearts to impurity so their bodies would be dishonored among them for 
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they exchanged the truth of God for a lie and worshiped and served the creature rather than the 
Creator, who is blessed forever, amen. 

He’s talking about idolatry. He’s saying they gave up worshipping God and they worshipped idols. In 
fact, if you look at the next two stanzas, they all open with that same thing. It says, “…Therefore, 
God gave them over...” Listen, one of the consequences for idolatry, these guys were under judgment 
and they had no idea because God’s judgment was that He let them have what they wanted. You want 
to worship sex? You want to worship rebellion? Okay, I’ll let you have it. I’ll let you have those things 
and you can experience the emptiness and the brokenness that comes along with them. You know, so 
often that’s what God’s judgment is. God saying, “Okay, you want it, I’ll let you have it.” To our own 
ruin. As you look around at the sexual ethics today, the absolute suicidal insanity and people can’t 
even see it at all and the reason is because God has said, “Okay, fine. I’ll let you have it.” You know, 
the only way you get to 60 million aborted babies is for God to let you get there. It’s for God to say, 
“You want blood, murders in your heart, you want rebellion against me, I’ll let you experience that 
and the pain and the sorrow that comes along with it.” And it’d be easy for us just to kind of look out 
there and think yeah, I see the effects of idol worship out there but it’s not simply out there. It’s in all 
of us. It’s a temptation that all of us are going to be presented with. And this peculiar aspect of 
becoming like what we worship, that worship has this unique power, this unique strength to cause us 
to become like the thing that we worship, is as true for becoming like God as it is for becoming like 
our idols. 

Jeremiah 2:5: 
This is what the Lord says, “What fault did your ancestors find in me that they strayed so far 
from me? They followed worthless idols and became worthless themselves.” 

I believe it says in the NASB, “They followed empty idols and became empty themselves.” It says it 
even clearer in Psalm 115. 

Psalm 115:4 
Their idols are silver and gold, the work of man’s hands, they have mouths but they cannot 
speak, they have eyes but they cannot see, they have ears but they cannot hear, they have noses 
but they cannot smell, they have hands but they cannot feel, they have feet but they cannot 
walk, they cannot make a sound with their throat. Those who make them will become like them, 
everyone who trusts in them. 

So listen, what it’s saying is you become like what you worship. You worship idols, you become like 
them. It doesn’t mean you’re going to turn into a little fat Buddha statue. It means you’re going to 
become spiritually blind, spiritually deaf, your senses are going to be dulled. You know, there’s many 
of us in here who are dealing with these effects of idolatry. You can’t see God for the treasure that He 
is. You don’t long for Him or desire to go deep, not because He isn’t desirable or because He isn’t 
satisfying, He is that to the billionth degree, you just can’t see it or appreciate it or sense it because 
you’ve become like the idols you worship. Many of you in here this morning, you wish you were 
somewhere else because you’re not zealously hungry after God. You’re not zealously hungry after 
righteousness. It does not consume you. It does not fill you. Not because God is not satisfying or not 
because God is not worth it but because you have become senseless to it. You can’t see it anymore 
because you’ve allowed some other thing to come into your view. You’ve allowed some other thing… 
maybe it’s a good thing, maybe something God’s given you but you’ve allowed it to become too 
important to you. You’ve allowed it to steal and rob God of your affections. The reason that God 
demands the preeminent spot in our hearts and minds, to be the only and solitary object of our 
worship, is not because He needs it. It’s because we need it. 

So, here’s what we’re going to do. We’re just going to take a minute and we’re going to ask God to 
show us, to reveal anything in our hearts, anything that we’ve allowed to become idolatrous. Some of 
you don’t even need to ask God about this because you already know. You know right away. But some 
of us, some of these things are not totally always clear to us. Some of these things are actually really 
subtle, they’re really careful. So, we’re just going to take a minute and ask God, would you reveal to 

Page   of   7 8



     You Become Like What You Worship 

our hearts those things that are idolatrous in our lives? Those things we’ve allowed to rise to a place of 
worship in our lives. And then we’re going to repent of those things. Now anytime we do that kind of 
thing corporately, I just want to say this is not for everybody in here. Some people in here, you might 
not be struggling with any kind of idolatrous areas in your life. That’s okay. That’s possible. And there’s 
other people in here, you’re happy with worshipping idols in your life. You don’t want to give that 
thing up. And I just want to make it clear, you’re not with us in this. That’s fine. Continue to worship 
your idol. But some of us know that the only thing that can ever satisfy us, the only thing that can 
ever meet that desire, who’s really worthy to be worshiped is the Most High God and Him alone. And 
for those of us who have trusted our life and trusted Jesus and who have been born again, we’re just 
going to have some time here this morning to turn again to Him to repent of our idolatry and again set 
Him and elevate Him as the thing that our heart is trusting in and desiring and hungering for. And 
we’re going to ask God to strengthen us and help us to walk in that. 

Father, we ask you right now that You would bring to our minds if there’s any unclean way in us, if 
there’s anything in our lives that we’ve allowed to become idolatrous; sinful things, covetousness, 
sexual immorality, some other kind of appetite, some other sport or thing or even if some other 
thing, some good thing You’ve given us to bless us with we’ve allowed to become too great of an 
affection in our life; our spouse or our family or our job, our giftings or our talents or abilities. 
Would You show those things to us right now, Father? We confess, Your people here this morning, that 
there is none worthy other than You. You’re the Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end, the 
first and the last, the eternal God. We repent right now of putting other things in the place that only 
You should occupy. We repent for worshiping idols, for being idolaters, and we ask Your forgiveness. 
We turn our eyes from those things and turn them back to You. We set our hearts and our minds on 
the only true object of our affection, the source of every good thing. You, Jesus. We elevate You to 
the supreme place of worship in our lives. We ask; would You strengthen us and help us to have such 
devotion, such singularity in our purposes, taking our eyes off of every other thing, laying aside every 
other thing and fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and the finisher of our faith. We bring our 
worship to You. 
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