
NAME



seeing 
common 
grace
through 
the 
gospel 
of grace



Life is filled with all kinds of gifts and blessings. There are 
the gifts of family and friendship, beauty and creativity, 
music and stories, food and laughter, snow and sunshine. 
But how should we view these blessings? Are they 
distractions from what really matters? Are we allowed to 
enjoy them? Is there any significance to the things of this 
world?

Each of these gifts and blessing are a part of God’s 
creation—the cosmos. It is frequently called “common 
grace”. The doctrine of Creation teaches us that God 
created the heaven and earth—things visible and invisible, 
physical and non-physical. Of the creation God said it was 
“good”. But because of sin, the goodness of creation has 
been marred so that we often see more exploitation than 
godly enjoyment. This doesn’t mean, however, that the 
goodness of God’s creation is completely lost because 
of sin. Instead, there are moments when creation bursts 
with beauty and the goodness of what God has created is 
undeniably present. These instances of transcendence are 
gracious reminder that the world is the “theater of God’s 
glory.” From art and technology to worship and work, 
everything we do carries the potential to glorifying God. 

2020 CONFERENCE OVERVIEW

As we grow in our ability to 
view the world through what 
God has done in Christ, we will 
be able to glorify God by freely 
enjoying the things He has 
given us.



The Initiate Conference is designed to train volunteer 
leaders by equipping them with gospel-centered theology 
and practice to love and serve others for the glory of God. 
This year’s theme aims to help our leaders connect the 
gospel to ordinary, everyday things of life. As we grow in 
our ability to view the world through what God has done 
in Christ, we will be able to glorify God by freely enjoying 
the things He has given us. In addition, we can help other 
see how these ordinary, everyday things of life point us to a 
greater joy in God. 

So, join us this year as we seek to grow in our discipleship by 
seeing common grace through the gospel of grace. 



INITIATE CONFERENCE—DEFINED

Glory of God. The glory of God is a 
significant theme in scripture. God’s glory 
can be thought of as His fame, worth, or 
excellence. In verb form, to glorify God is to 
bring honor to God by displaying His worth 
and excellence through how one lives. To 
worship God is to bring glory to God, and to 
glorify God is to worship Him. The Apostle Paul 
wrote, 1 Corinthians 10:31: “So, whether you eat 
or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory 
of God.”  So, in effect, we are to worship God in 
everything we do no matter how mundane it 
may be.

This is also true of discipleship and ministry. 
The very aim of our discipleship is “that as 
grace extends to more and more people it 
may increase thanksgiving, to the glory of 
God” (2 Corinthians 4:15). The ministry we do 
to, and with, one another is ultimately for the 
glory of God and the good of our neighbor. For 
example, Paul writes, “welcome one another 
as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of 
God” (Romans 15:7).

Christians cannot say 
that they love others while 
neglecting to serve those 
around them



Love and Serve. God calls His people to be 
distinct from the world. The most distinguishing mark of 
the Christian is the love that they show in their service to 
others—both in the church and outside of the church, but 
to those in the church especially (Jn. 13:34–35; Rom. 12:9–
13; Gal. 5:13). Christians cannot say that they love others 
while neglecting to serve those around them (1 Jn. 3:16–18; 
Jas. 2:15–16). So, serving others through love for the glory 
of God is the distinguishing mark of disciples and we are to 
grow in this pursuit.

Gospel-centered Theology 
and Practice. Gospel-centered theology is 
fundamentally about Jesus. He is understood as the 
fulfillment of God’s precious and great promises (2 Cor. 
1:20), the Messiah and Savior (2 Pet. 3:18), the hope of 
every Christian (Eph. 1:12). Jesus is to have supremacy in 
everything (Col. 1:18) because he is the Creator, Sustainer, 
Redeemer, Alpha, Omega, and glorious King.

Gospel-centered practice, or living, is also fundamentally 
about Jesus. Joe Thorn defines it as: “[T]he gospel-
centered life is a life where a Christian experiences a 
growing personal reliance on the gospel that protects him 
from depending on his own religious performance and 
being seduced and overwhelmed by idols.” In a nutshell, 
gospel-centered living understands the gospel as both the 
motive and the power to pursue Christ-likeness and puts 
no confidence in the flesh (Phil. 3:3–4).



WHO ARE THE CHURCH LEADERS?

At the 2018 Initiate Conference, a definition 
of leadership was offered as: taking initiative 
for the glory of God and the good of others. 
Leadership, basically, is taking a person 
from “here” to “there”—whatever “here” and 
“there” means. For instance, helping someone 
go from no knowledge of the bible to reading 
the bible takes leadership. That person is 
being brought from ignorance to knowledge.

Using this definition helps us better 
understand what it meant by Christian 
leadership. Christian leadership is taking the 
initiative to do spiritual good to others with 
the aim of ultimately glorifying God through 
what is done. This kind of leadership is also 
an aspect of discipleship. For no disciple is 
ever permitted to not pursue the good of 
others and to do all things for the glory of 
God. So, every disciple is called to some form 
of leadership; every disciple is called to take 
initiative to do spiritual good to others for the 
glory of God.

Since leadership is taking the initiative for 
the glory of God and good of others, and is 
a vital aspect of discipleship, every disciple 
is called to some form of leadership. The 
Initiate Conference is designed to train 
church leaders (Elders, Pastors, Small Group 
Leaders, Sunday School Teachers, Greeters, 
Ushers, Prayer Room Workers, Musicians, etc.) 
by equipping them with gospel-centered 
theology and practice to love and serve 
others for the glory of God. 

every 
disciple 
is called 
to take 
initiative 
to do 
spiritual 
good to 
others 
for the 
glory of 
God.



FRIDAY NIGHT
6:30pm Check-in 

7:00pm Opening and Worship 

7:15pm Session #1: The Gospel’s 
 Threefold Vision

8:00pm Break & Raffle

8:30pm Session #2 Conversation 
 between Jared and Phil

SATURDAY MORNING
8:30am Check-in

9:00am Opening and Worship

9:15am Session #3: The Gospel at Work,  
 School, and Play

10:00am Break & Raffle

10:30am Session #4: Getting Real with 
 Each Other

11:15am Break 

11:20am Q&A

12:00pm Dismissal

S C H E D U L E

Masks: Masks are required while walking to and from seats and while singing. 
Once seated, masks are optional. 

Bathrooms: Bathrooms are located in the W building. Only 4 people in 
bathroom at a time and remember to social distance. 



S P E A K E R



Jared C. Wilson is Assistant Professor of Pastoral 
Ministry at Spurgeon College, Author in Residence at 
Midwestern Baptist Theological Seminary, General Editor of 
For The Church (and host of the FTC Podcast), and Director 
of The Pastoral Training Center at Liberty Baptist Church in 
Kansas City, MO.

Jared is not a catalytic “agent of change” or a visionary 
anything. He is a failed church planter and once made a mess 
of his marriage. He likes food too much and worries way too 
much about what people think, and he’s definitely not all that 
he’s cracked up to be. After 25 years of ministry, he’s mainly 
learned that he’s kind of a nincompoop. But he knows Jesus 
loves him.

Jared blogs at The Gospel-Driven Church.



M A I N  S E S S I O N  1
F R I D AY  N I G H T

NOTESTHE GOSPEL’S THREEFOLD VISION
1 PETER 2:9



M A I N  S E S S I O N  1
F R I D AY  N I G H T

NOTES



M A I N  S E S S I O N  2
F R I D AY  N I G H T

NOTESA CONVERSATION BETWEEN JARED & PHIL



M A I N  S E S S I O N  2
F R I D AY  N I G H T

NOTES



M A I N  S E S S I O N  3
S AT U R D AY  M O R N I N G

NOTESTHE GOSPEL AT WORK, SCHOOL, AND PLAY  
JEREMIAH 29:4–14



M A I N  S E S S I O N  3
S AT U R D AY  M O R N I N G

NOTES



M A I N  S E S S I O N  4
S AT U R D AY  M O R N I N G

NOTESGETTING REAL WITH EACH OTHER
1 JOHN 1:5–7



M A I N  S E S S I O N  4
S AT U R D AY  M O R N I N G

NOTES



Q & A
S AT U R D AY  M O R N I N G

NOTES



Q & A
S AT U R D AY  M O R N I N G

NOTES



S U G G E S T E D 
R E A D I N G



THE GOSPEL FOR REAL LIFE 
by Jerry Bridges

Jerry Bridges writes with such gentleness and 

precision as he unpacks the riches of the gospel. 

Throughout this book, Bridges acts as a tour guide 

into the heart of God. He masterfully applies the 

gospel to real life so that the reader is taken from the 

conceptual to the concrete. This book will help you to 

see how gospel theology applies to real life.

PLUGGED IN
by Daniel Strange

Daniel Strange possesses a unique ability to draw 

out vivid examples of complex connections. He 

lays out a compelling case for how a Christian 

ought to think about one’s culture. There have been 

many sociological and philosophical evaluations 

of what cultural engagement means, but Strange 

proposes a way to engage the culture with Christian 

distinctiveness regarding the things we consume. 

This book will transform the way you think about 

discipling others to engage the culture.

GOSPEL DEEPS
by Jared C. Wilson

Jared Wilson provides a clear description of 

the glory of the gospel with all of its beautiful 

implications. This book will help you deepen your 

understanding of the gospel by coming to realize 

first, that no one ever graduates from the gospel. 

Rather, the whole of the Christian life is to discover 

again and again just how marvelous God is through 

a fuller and deeper grasp of the gospel.



ABOVE ALL 
by J.D. Greear

J.D. Greear challenges the commonly shared truism 

that Christianity is on the decline, if not already on 

life support. There are many figures that report a 

staggering exodus of people from their Christian 

profession of faith. For some, the solution is to 

double-down on slick marketing techniques or 

become increasingly culturally relevant. Greear, on 

the other hand, says that the renewal of the church 

happens when the gospel is above all. This book will 

show you how important it is for the gospel to be the 

most important thing about you.

EVEN BETTER THAN EDEN 
by Nancy Guthrie

Nancy Guthrie traces nine themes throughout the 

bible that show how beautiful the hope for the New 

Creation truly is. Guthrie provides a glimpse of the 

glory that awaits the Christian, but she also offers 

ways that this hope transforms everything about 

our lives now. This book will help you see that gospel 

hope has profound effects upon the way we live 

today, and will captivate your imagination and heart 

as you eagerly anticipate the New Creation.

We are not selling 
books this weekend.
Please visit your 
favorite online 
bookstore to purchase.



W O R S H I P  L Y R I C S
How Great Thou Art
Stuart Wesley Keene Hine

O Lord my God 
when I in awesome wonder
Consider all the worlds 
Thy hands have made
I see the stars 
I hear the rolling thunder
Thy power throughout 
the universe displayed

When thru the woods 
and forest glades I wander
And hear the birds 
sing sweetly in the trees
When I look down from 
lofty mountain grandeur
And hear the brook 
and feel the gentle breeze

Then sings my soul 
my Savior God to Thee
How great Thou art 
how great Thou art
Then sings my soul 
my Savior God to Thee
How great Thou art 
how great Thou art

And when I think 
that God His Son not sparing
Sent Him to die 
I scarce can take it in
That on the cross 

my burden gladly bearing
He bled and died 
to take away my sin

When Christ shall come 
with shout of acclamation
And take me home 
what joy shall fill my heart
Then I shall bow 
in humble adoration
And there proclaim 
my God how great Thou art
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W O R S H I P  L Y R I C S
All Creatures of Our God 
and King
St. Francis of Assisi

All creatures of our God 
and King
Lift up your voice and 
with us sing
O praise Him alleluia
Thou burning sun with 
golden beam
Thou sliver moon 
with softer gleam
O praise Him O praise Him
Alleluia alleluia alleluia

Let all things their 
Creator bless
And worship Him 
in humbleness
O praise Him alleluia
Praise praise the Father 
praise the Son
And praise the Spirit 
Three in One
O praise Him O praise Him
Alleluia alleluia alleluia

All the redeemed washed 
by His blood
Come and rejoice in 
His great love
O praise Him
Alleluia

Christ has defeated 
every sin
Cast all your burdens 
now on Him
O praise Him O praise Him
Alleluia alleluia alleluia

He shall return in power 
to reign
Heaven and earth will 
join to say
O praise Him 
Alleluia
Then who shall fall 
on bended knee
All creatures of our 
God and King
O praise Him O praise Him
Alleluia alleluia alleluia
© Public Domain
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W O R S H I P  L Y R I C S
O Great God
Bob Kauflin

O great God 
of highest heaven
Occupy my lowly heart
Own it all and reign supreme
Conquer every rebel power
Let no vice or sin remain
That resists Your holy war
You have loved 
and purchased me
Make me Yours forevermore

I was blinded by my sin
Had no ears 
to hear Your voice
Did not know 
Your love within
Had no taste 
for heaven’s joys
Then Your Spirit gave me life
Opened up Your word to me
Through the gospel 
of Your Son
Gave me endless 
hope and peace

Help me now to live a life
Thats dependent 
on Your grace
Keep my heart 
and guard my soul
From the evils that I face
You are worthy 

to be praised
With my every 
thought and deed
O great God 
of highest heaven
Glorify Your Name 
through me

You are worthy to be praised
With my every 
thought and deed
O great God 
of highest heaven
Glorify Your Name
© 2006 Sovereign Grace Praise (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing 
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W O R S H I P  L Y R I C S
Yet Not I But 
Through Christ In Me
Jonny Robinson | Michael Farren | Rich Thompson

What gift of grace 
is Jesus my redeemer
There is no more 
for heaven now to give
He is my joy my 
righteousness and freedom
My steadfast love my deep 
and boundless peace
To this I hold 
my hope is only Jesus
For my life 
is wholly bound to his
Oh how strange and divine 
I can sing all is mine
Yet not I 
but through Christ in me

The night is dark 
but I am not forsaken
For by my side 
the Savior he will stay
I labor on 
in weakness and rejoicing
For in my need 
his power is displayed
To this I hold 
my Shepherd will defend me
Through the deepest valley 
he will lead
Oh the night has been won 

and I shall overcome
Yet not I 
but through Christ in me

No fate I dread 
I know I am forgiven
The future sure 
the price it has been paid
For Jesus bled and 
suffered for my pardon
And he was raised 
to overthrow the grave
To this I hold 
my sin has been defeated
Jesus now 
and ever is my plea
Oh the chains are released 
I can sing I am free
Yet not I 
but through Christ in me

With every breath 
I long to follow Jesus
For he has said 
that he will bring me home
And day by day 
I know he will renew me
Until I stand 
with joy before the throne
To this I hold 
my hope is only Jesus



W O R S H I P  L Y R I C S
All the glory evermore to Him
When the race is complete 
still my lips shall repeat
Yet not I 
but through Christ in me
To this I hold 
my hope is only Jesus
All the glory evermore to Him
When the race is complete 
still my lips shall repeat
Yet not I 
but through Christ in me
Yet not I 
but through Christ in me
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W O R S H I P  L Y R I C S
All Glory Be To Christ
Dustin Kensrue

Should nothing of 
our efforts stand
No legacy survive
Unless the Lord 
does raise the house
In vain its builders strive
To you who boast 
tomorrow’s gain
Tell me what is your life
A mist that 
vanishes at dawn
All glory be to Christ

All glory be 
to Christ our king
All glory be to Christ
His rule and reign 
we’ll ever sing
All glory be to Christ

His will be done 
His kingdom come
On earth as is above 
Who is Himself 
our daily bread
Praise him the Lord of love
Let living water satisfy 
the thirsty without price
We’ll take a cup 
of kindness yet
All glory be to Christ

When on the day 
the great I Am
The faithful and the true
The Lamb who was 
for sinners slain
Is making all things new
Behold our God 
shall live with us
And be our steadfast light
And we shall ever 
his people be
All glory be to Christ
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Services, Inc.)

For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights 

reserved. www.ccli.com

CCLI License # 167980



GOLDEN HILLS COMMUNITY CHURCH

2401 SHADY WILLOW LANE

BRENTWOOD, CA 94513

GOLDENHILLS.ORG


