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We often admire people who display

what is good as a response to what

devotion to something or someone.

God has done for us.

A devoted mother or father garners
praise for their parenting; a devoted
athlete receives acclaim for their
work ethic. Devotion conveys the
idea of commitment or loyalty. It
also reveals what a person holds
dear to their heart.

Paul’s instruction that Christians
should be devoted to good works
is an appeal based on the finished
work of Christ. He desires for
Christians to understand that God
“saved us, not because of works
done by us in righteousness, but

To be devoted means that you are

according to his own mercy, by

dedicated to a person or thing in

the washing of regeneration and

your emotions, will, intellect, and

renewal of the Holy Spirit…so that

actions. In short, whatever it is that

being justified by his grace we

you are devoted to is all-consuming.

might become heirs according to

You want it (your will), you enjoy it

the hope of eternal life” (3:5, 7 esv).

(your emotions), you think about

And the result of understanding this

it (your intellect), and you do

is “so that those who have believed

something about it (your actions).

in God may be careful to devote

There is no doubt that a person can

themselves to good works” (3:8 esv).

have many devotions, but there will
always be a supreme devotion in a
person’s life.

Our hope and prayer is that God
would teach us how to be devoted
to good works, not to earn God’s

The apostle Paul wrote a letter of

favor and grace, but as a result of

instruction to an emerging church

being saved by God’s grace. There is

leader on the island of Crete, named

a relationship between the gospel

Titus. Titus is told that he should

and good works, and it’s important

appoint qualified elders so the

we don’t confuse how they relate.

church would be “put in order” (1:5).

As we engage with Paul’s letter, let

Near the conclusion of Paul’s letter

us prayerfully seek God’s direction

he writes, “our people must learn to

for how we can live productive

devote themselves to doing what is

Christian lives.

good, in order to provide for urgent
needs and not live unproductive
lives” (3:14). Paul’s concern wasn’t
merely for church leadership; his
concern was for the church as a
whole. What Paul wanted most is for
Christians to live productive lives.
What is a productive Christian life?
It’s a life that is devoted to doing

Pastor Larry Adams Pastor Phil Ward

Background of Titus
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BACKGROUND OF TITUS
AUTHOR, DATE & BACKGROUND
The letters of 1 & 2 Timothy and Titus are often referred to as Paul’s “Pastoral
Epistles.” They make up the 13 letters attributed to the apostle, with these
(along with the short letter of Philemon) being the only ones written to
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individuals, rather than a church community.
Paul was writing to Titus, a man who served as a traveling companion to Paul,
and someone he left on Crete, to finish setting up the churches there. Titus
isn’t mentioned in the book of Acts, but Paul does mention him in his letters
to the Galatians, and 2 Corinthians. In Galatians 2:1–3 Paul tells of how he
took Titus to Jerusalem in order to meet with leaders. In 2 Corinthians 7 Paul
mentions how Titus had provided him great comfort, especially in the midst
of persecution while traveling, as Titus had brought Paul good news of the
Corinthians’ concern for Paul.
Scholars believe that Paul probably wrote to Titus sometime after the events
of the book of Acts, and either prior to writing 1 Timothy, or between writing
1 and 2 Timothy (it’s extremely difficult to date biblical books, as the modern
dating system was not invented until hundreds of years after the completion of
the Bible). This could put the composition of the letter to be anytime between
the mid-50s and mid-60s AD.
Neither Paul, Timothy, nor Titus were pastors. They actually functioned more
as missionaries/church planters, as they were establishing congregations
and equipping local leaders in sound theology. This was especially important
for Titus who was combating teachers who had encountered some bad
doctrine (theology) and practice on the island of Crete, which was the fifth
largest Mediterranean island, located in the southern Aegean Sea. These bad
teachers are identified as the “circumcision group” (1:10). This could very well
be the same group in other New Testament writings (i.e., Acts 11; Galatians
2:12; Philippians 3:2; Colossians 4:11), or maybe a different group of JewishChristians who demanded that some specific aspect of Jewish practice would
be practiced by Gentile-Christians.

The genre of let ter (epistle)
Every book in the Bible has some sort of “genre.”
Just as with music, movies, and any kind of art, the
Bible was written in different literary forms. One of
the keys to understanding any book of the Bible is to
way to read that genre. The biblical genre of letter
(epistle) is probably the most similar genre to what
we read in our modern times. Here are some key
distinctions of the biblical genre of letter:
• Letters were legitimate substitutions for
a personal visit, and so receiving a letter
would be a big deal to that community.
• Letters were to be read out loud, as most
people were illiterate, and would need to
hear what was written.
• Letters follow a typical form, which
includes: opening, body, and closing.
• Reading a letter is only hearing one end of
the telephone conversation, as we’re not
always aware of previous communication
that occurred between the writer and
recipient. Because of this, we need to be
careful in how we draw conclusions to
things that aren’t explicitly stated.
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identify its particular genre, and then learn the best

HOW TO USE
The Goals Of This Study Guide
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THIS STUDY GUIDE

UNDERSTANDING

The two goals of this Study Guide are to

UNDERSTANDING has two

understand what Titus meant when Paul

parts. In the Overview you

originally wrote it, and to discover how

will read about what that

those truths apply to our lives today!

passage meant to the original

The Format Of This Study Guide
Each week the study will teach us:
• What does the passage say?
(OBSERVING)
• What does it mean? (DEFINING/
UNDERSTANDING)
• How do I apply those truths to my
life? (RESPONDING/PRAYING)

audience (i.e., how Titus
would have understood the
passage as someone living in
the 1st century). The second
part is Themes, where we
discover a few important
ideas about how the original
hearers ought to live.
RESPONDING
The RESPONDING section

OBSERVING

is very applicational (our

The best way to become familiar with the

response to the text),

passage is to OBSERVE (list) the details

where we apply to our lives

that you see. Read, read, read, and then

what we’ve learned in the

read again. Read it slow and become

UNDERSTANDING section.

familiar with the passage. Remember, at

PRAYING

this point you are just identifying what Paul

Learning the background

wrote to Titus, so don’t try to develop an

and theology of a passage

interpretation or application (yet).

should lead us to living out

DEFINING

those truths in prayer. In

Our Study Guide writers have DEFINED

this section our study guide

keywords (to provide background) for your

writers have provided a

reference. This is similar to a commentary

sample prayer, showing one

or study Bible (feel free to use your own

way that you could pray the

commentaries when you study, or build

passage in light of who Jesus

your own library from our recommended

is and what He’s done. Then,

resource list).

you have the opportunity to
write your personal prayer.

How To Use This Guide In Your Small Group
GROUP MEMBERS:
• Prior to the Sunday message, try to read through (and complete) that
week’s content in the Study Guide.
• Bring your Study Guide on Sunday and take notes that might help you
better understand the passage.
• Use the passage, the Sermon Notes (provided online or at the church
on Sundays), or this Study Guide as a daily devotional.
• Some weeks the Study Guide will help emphasize the sermon’s
that the sermon can’t address.
• Ask God to bless our congregation as we study Titus, and pray for the
members of your group, church community, and local community.

GROUP LEADERS:
• Consider how to integrate the Sermon Notes (and those questions)
with the Study Guide.
• You may choose to open your group time with a brief discussion about
the thrust of the previous week’s sermon, and ask your group what
kind of connections they were able to make.
• Don’t feel pressured to discuss every page of the Study Guide.
• Always follow the Spirit’s leading, and be sensitive to His direction.

A SAMPLE SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION:
• Opening prayer.
• Ask the group if they had any questions about the passage.
• Ask the group how they would summarize the main point of the passage.
• Ask the group what made an impact with them (either because they
discovered the original meaning of the passage, or because of a
breakthrough in their own lives through personal application).
• Go through the “Challenge Questions” at the end of each week’s Study
Guide, and discuss any impact, conviction, or challenge they’ve had in
applying these truths to their lives.
• Ask the group for prayer requests.
• Have the group pray for their requests, and have one member pray/
share what they wrote in their “Participant Prayer.”
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specific points, and some weeks it might focus on areas of a passage
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RESOURCES FOR BIBLE STUDY
Commentaries on Titus

Study Bibles

Liefeld, Walter L., The NIV

Carson, D.A., NIV Zondervan Study

Application Commentary: 1 & 2

Bible (Zondervan, 2015)

Timothy, Titus (Zondervan, 1999)
Stott, John, The Message of 1
Today (IVP Academic, 2001)

Bible Dictionaries
Longman, Tremper, The Baker
Illustrated Bible Dictionary (Baker,
2013)

Bible Background
Commentaries
Keener, Craig S., The IVP Bible
Background Commentary: New
Testament (IVP Academic, 2014)

Introductions/Surveys
of the Bible

edition, 2014)
NIV Cultural Backgrounds Study
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Bible (Zondervan, 2016)

RESOURCES

Timothy & Titus: The Bible Speaks

ESV Study Bible (Crossway; Indexed

One-Volume Commentaries
Burge, Gary, and Hill, Andrew E., The
Baker Illustrated Bible Commentary
(Baker, 2012)
Wenham, Gordon J., and Motyer,
Alec. New Bible Commentary (IVP
Academic, 1994)

The Bible’s Grand Narrative
(Biblical Theology)
Hunter, Trent, and Wellum, Stephen.
Christ from Beginning to End: How

Burge, Gary M., The New Testament

the Full Story of Scripture Reveals

in Antiquity: A Survey of the New

the Full Glory of Christ (Zondervan,

Testament Within Its Cultural

2018)

Contexts (Zondervan, 2009)
Carson, D.A., and Moo, Douglas J.,
Introducing the New Testament:
A Short Guide to Its History and
Message (Zondervan, 2010)

Free Online Resources
biblegateway.com
biblestudytools.com
biblicaltraining.org
ccel.org
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WEEK

THE GOSPEL &
Good Works

BASE
BASE CAMP

oBSERVING Titus 1:1-4
Paul, a servant of God and an apostle of Jesus Christ to further the faith
of God's elect and their knowledge of the truth that leads to godliness-2
in the hope of eternal life, which God, who does not lie, promised before
the beginning of time,3 and which now at his appointed season he has
brought to light through the preaching entrusted to me by the command
of God our Savior,4 To Titus, my true son in our common faith: Grace and
peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Savior.
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OBSERVATION PRACTICE:
The first step in becoming familiar with and understanding the context of a
passage is to make the following observations:
List any people:

List any important verbs (actions), repeated words/phrases, or other
theological/special terms:

What else do you see?

OBSERVING QUESTIONS:
Question 1: What does Paul say the “faith of God’s elect and their knowledge”
(1:1) of the truth should lead to? Why do you think this result must be
necessary?

Question 2: Paul mentions the hope of eternal life in 1:2, what does he list as

Question 3: How is the hope of eternal life now being “brought to light” (1:3),
and who has entrusted us with these means?

In your own words, summarize this passage in 1 sentence:
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being connected to our eternal life in these four verses?

DEFINING Titus 1:1-4
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Servant and apostle (1:1) Paul

The appointed season (1:3) The

identifies himself as a servant, In

Greek word for this designation of

Greek this is the word duolos, which

time is kairos, which means the right,

can also be translated as “slave.”

critical, an opportune moment. In

This identification as God’s servant

this instance, this divine reckoning

highlights Paul’s own view of himself

that Paul is referring to is the

as one utterly devoted to God and the

advancement of the message of the

fulfillment of His mission—to further

gospel, which many had received,

the faith of the elect. As an apostle,

with many more still to do so.

Paul has been given the authority by
Jesus Christ to accomplish this task.

Preaching (1:3) The content
of Paul’s message was the

Godliness (1:1) Godliness is not

proclamation of the word—or

just seen as a mere attribute of

the gospel—now revealed in his

the Christian’s life, but as the focal

preaching. This task was entrusted

point to which the faith of the elect

to him and commanded by God

and their knowledge of the truth is

Himself. Paul’s preaching was the

meant to lead. Godly character is the

means by which the hope that was

necessary result of believers, who

promised before the beginning

have come to faith and are growing

of time would ultimately lead to

in it.

godliness (for those who hear and
receive its hope).

In the hope for eternal life (1:2)
The goal of Paul’s apostolic ministry
is not just faith and knowledge, but
also hope. The substance of this
hope is eternal life, which is not only
everlasting but shares the qualities
of the life of God Himself in its
indestructibility and joy.
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Godliness is not just seen as a mere
attribute of the Christian's life, but
as the focal point to which the faith
of the elect and their knowledge of
the truth is meant to lead.

UNDERSTANDING

Titus 1:1-4

OVERVIEW:
Titus was the leader that Paul appointed to
oversee the churches on the island of Crete. This
was going to be no easy task. The churches were
young and newly formed, and many false teachers
were present and active, leading many into lives of
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ungodliness—a particularly exasperated problem
in Crete, as it was a community known for its
immorality. Paul’s instructions to Titus were meant
to encourage and instruct him in how to care for the
churches in the midst of these tense circumstances.
Though a short epistle, Paul’s introduction in Titus
is one of his longest. Here he sets the stage for the
theological and pastoral instructions he wishes
to pass on to Titus. It would have been a great
encouragement to the young leader’s heart as he
was attempting to shepherd the churches well.
The opening verses point the readers to Paul’s dual
status as a humble bondservant of God, as well as
an apostle with authority to further the faith and
knowledge of God’s people—which leads to the end
goal of godliness. The way this is fulfilled is through
the preaching of the word of the gospel, which Paul
has been entrusted and commanded by God to
proclaim. Titus, as Paul’s true son in the common
faith, is an extension of Paul’s ministry, and therefore
also one entrusted with the cause of furthering the
faith and knowledge of God’s people. Titus also has
the responsibility of seeing that the godliness, which
the gospel ought to produce, is actually happening
within his community. Paul is writing to Titus unto
this end.

THEMES:
Godliness Produced by Faith in the Truth
Paul states in 1:1 that the main purpose of his role as a servant and apostle is
to “to further the faith of God’s elect and their knowledge of the truth that leads
to godliness.” This is significant because it highlights the purpose of Paul’s
mission—to produce godliness. Faith and knowledge are not meant to be ends
in and of themselves, but means that lead to inward transformation, which
results in outward actions. Faith and knowledge of the truth are not seen as
separate attributes, but two parts of the same whole. Faith must inspire a
desire for the knowledge of the truth, and knowledge of the truth must lead to
continuously urges the young leader to remember God’s grace (2:11, 3:4–7) and
to teach what accords with sound doctrine (2:1, 2:15, 3:8–9)—not for its own
sake, but to produce godliness within the believer.

A Hope Secured in Eternal Life
The foundation that anchors the faith and knowledge that leads to godliness
is “in the hope of eternal life, which God, who does not lie, promised before the
beginning of time.” Christians have ultimate hope because they have been
promised everlasting life in Christ, which He has secured for them through the
gospel. This hope is what gives meaning to growing the faith and knowledge of
God’s people—it’s not in vain, but has purpose because it will last forever. This
eternal life that has been promised is God’s very own life, and to share in it is
to share, through Christ, in the life of God Himself. The hope of eternal life is a
foundation Paul consistently returns to (2:13, 3:7) whenever he wishes to point
Titus to the importance of godliness in the Christian community.

The Gospel Promised, Revealed & Now Proclaimed
The hope of eternal life was a promise that God gave “before the beginning of
time”—a promise that has now come to fruition through the gospel of Jesus
Christ (Ephesians 1:3–10; Galatians 4:4–7; Romans 5:6; Acts 2:23–24). This good
news is now being revealed in God’s perfect timing through the work that He
has appointed to Paul. It has been his task to proclaim the word of the gospel,
something he has done faithfully throughout his ministry, including to the
churches in Crete (generally), and to Titus his true son (specifically). This has
all been for the purpose of strengthening the faith and knowledge of the truth
within believers, which will ultimately result in godliness (1:1). And godliness
is the end goal, the origins of which can be traced back to when the promise of
hope was given before time began (1:2).
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a more robust faith. This is why that through the rest of the book of Titus, Paul

RESPONDING

Titus 1:1-4

OVERVIEW:
The call of every Christian is to grow in their faith
and knowledge of the truth. However, these are
not ends in and of themselves, but gospel-driven
means to produce godliness. The primary concern
of Christians should never be faith or knowledge for
its own sake, but faith and knowledge for the sake
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of growing in godliness—especially in the midst of
a modern world often plagued by immorality. The
Christian call to godliness is ultimately rooted in the
fact that believers have an eternal hope rooted in the
gospel. God has brought this promise of hope, given
before time began (1:2), to fruition through Christ.
We are able to trace the unfolding of this hope
throughout the course of scripture, from God’s first
promise of redemption in the aftermath of Adam
and Eve’s sin (Genesis 3:15), through each of God’s
covenants with His people throughout redemptive
history (Genesis 15; Exodus 19:1–9; 2 Samuel 7;
Jeremiah 31:31–34; Ezekiel 36:26), to its ultimate
fulfillment in Christ and His work (Matthew 5:17–18;
Luke 24:27; 2 Corinthians 1:20; Romans 10:4).
When faith is weak, when gaining knowledge is hard,
and when godliness is challenging, believers must
remember that we have a hope that is everlasting,
unfading, and unchanging—and it will provide us
the strength to both endure and to take hold of
what God has commanded and promised. One of the
primary ways in which Christians are strengthened
to live in godliness is through the preaching of the
Word. As Christians receive the hope testified of in
scripture, faith is strengthened, knowledge is gained,
and godliness is produced. The gospel has been
given to believers for such a time as this—for our
encouragement, exhortation, and joy.

THEMES:
Godliness Produced by Faith in the Truth
In any endeavor, it is important to establish your goal; in any journey, it is
imperative to know what your destination is. Godliness is the goal of the
endeavor of learning sound doctrine, and godliness is the destination of
the journey of faith. It should go without saying that we live in a world that
is growing increasingly hostile to Christianity and becoming increasingly
relativistic in its view of morality. Strong faith and robust truth will both be
needed to produce the godly character and integrity that believers will need in
order to be distinct in their witness to Christ and His gospel. With this in mind,
doctrine (and if called, be involved in teaching sound doctrine).

A Hope Secured in Eternal Life
One of the key distinctions believers are meant to have over and against the
world is simply hope. Christians have hope that is real and ultimate because
they have been saved by a God who has utterly defeated sin and death and
has reconciled us to Himself, so that we can share in His very own eternal,
abundant life. This incredible truth allows believers to have an eternal
perspective, especially in the midst of suffering and hard circumstances.
If the Christian call to godliness is rooted in the hope of eternal life, then
remembering this fact is of the utmost importance, because it will help
strengthen believers in the midst of hardships, trials, and temptations, which
seek to stifle one’s devotion to Christ.

The Gospel Promised, Revealed & Now Proclaimed
One of the key priorities of Christians should be to hear the gospel continuously
and be exhorted to live in light of what God has done in the good news. When
Paul wrote to the Christians in Rome, he expresses that he is “eager to preach
the gospel also to you who are in Rome” (Romans 1:15), a statement that shows
how the gospel is not just the call to saving faith, but also the foundation for
a believer’s daily walk of faith. God has appointed His people to such a time as
this, that they may faithfully proclaim the promises of hope in the gospel, and
thereby encourage one another to walk faithfully in godliness, in the midst of a
world looking for the hope believers have.
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every Christian must believe the gospel and place a priority on learning sound

CHALLENGE
QUESTIONS

Titus 1:1-4

1. Personal Reflection & Response: How well does your faith and doctrine
translate into a life marked by godly character and integrity? Is the source of
your good works motivated by an understanding of the gospel, or for the sake of
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your own reputation?

2. Group Conversation & Response: Share with your group (or maybe with an
individual in your group, if appropriate) any struggles you have had to walk in
godliness, or any wrong motivations for godliness you may have. How can the
hope of eternal life, which the gospel offers, help to address these struggles,
and how can we encourage one another with the gospel?

3. Ministry Reflection & Response: As we teach and serve others, how
can we specifically point others to the end of living in godliness in a Christcentered and gospel-centered way?

PRAYING

Titus 1:1-4
PARTICIPANT PRAYER

Lord, we thank You for the hope of

Create your own prayer based on

eternal life, which You have given us

this week’s scripture. Read the

in the gospel of Jesus Christ. We ask

scripture in light of what Jesus has

that You increase our faith and help

done for the world, and pray that

us to keep in accordance with sound

God will conform you into the image

doctrine so that our lives would

of Jesus (Romans 8:29). Pray for God

produce a godliness that glorifies

to give you the power, through the

You in all things. May Your church

Holy Spirit, to accomplish what the

continue to proclaim Your word with

scripture says.

boldness, and may our confidence
in the hope You have promised and
given to us produce a harvest of
righteousness within us. In Jesus’
name, amen.
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SAMPLE PRAYER

NOTES
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02
WEEK

SOUND DOCTRINE
& Good Works

SLOPE

BASE
BASE CAMP

oBSERVING Titus 1:5–2:10
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(excerpt) 6 An elder must be
blameless, faithful to his wife, a
man whose children believe and are
not open to the charge of being wild
and disobedient. 7 Since an overseer
manages God's household, he must
be blameless--not overbearing,
not quick-tempered, not given
to drunkenness, not violent, not
pursuing dishonest gain. 8 Rather,
he must be hospitable, one who
loves what is good, who is selfcontrolled, upright, holy and
disciplined. 9 He must hold firmly
to the trustworthy message as it
has been taught, so that he can
encourage others by sound doctrine
and refute those who oppose it.
For there are many rebellious
people, full of meaningless talk
10

and deception, especially those
of the circumcision group. 11 They
must be silenced, because they are
disrupting whole households by
teaching things they ought not
to teach--and that for the sake of
dishonest gain....Therefore rebuke
them sharply, so that they will be
sound in the faith 14 and will pay no
attention to Jewish myths or to the
merely human commands of those who
reject the truth. 15 To the pure, all
things are pure, but to those who
are corrupted and do not believe,
nothing is pure. In fact, both
their minds and consciences are
corrupted. 16 They claim to know God,
but by their actions they deny him.
They are detestable, disobedient
and unfit for doing anything good...

OBSERVATION PRACTICE:
The first step in becoming familiar with and understanding the context of a
passage is to make the following observations:
List any people/places:

List any important verbs (actions), repeated words/phrases, or other
theological/special terms:

What else do you see?

OBSERVING QUESTIONS:
Question 1: Some of the characteristics Paul uses for the office of elder are
character issues, and some are life skills. Which traits are character issues and
which ones are life skills?
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teachers?

Question 3: Why do you think Paul picks differing traits for each age and
gender group (see 2:1–12)? What topics are listed in two or more groups? What
purpose do you see for each group having different topics?

In your own words, summarize this passage in 1–2 sentences:

SOUND DOCTRINE & Good Works

Question 2: What are some of the reasons Paul gives for confronting false

DEFINING Titus 1:5–2:10
Appoint (1:5) To set down, to put in

Epimenides, Polybius, or Cicero,

place.

who were recognized prophets and

Blameless (1:6) Free from reproach.
Without stain. Guiltless.
Circumcision group (1:10) Jewish
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people (who may or may not have
followed the Messiah) who tried
to mix elements of Judaism with
Christianity. Neither the letters to
Titus or Timothy explain exactly what
these people were teaching (and
so only speculations can be made
about issues regarding circumcision
or food laws). Paul addresses

priests. The culture of Crete was so
characterized by reprobate living
that “Cretan” meant to live without
ethics.
Pure (1:15; 2:5) Jesus cleansed all
believers through his sacrificial
death, therefore, “to the pure all
things are pure.” “Nothing is pure,”
recalls Jesus’ accusation to Jewish
leaders of outward religiosity
resulting from inward corruption
(Luke 11:38–41).

these groups in other letters (such

Rebuke (1:13) Speaking against sin

as Galatians), as that group was

motivated by restoration and love.

advocating for the Jewish boundary
marker of circumcision be added

Reverent (2:3) Sacred.

to Gentiles who were following the

Self-control (2:2, 5, 6) Since

Jewish Messiah.

Cretans were known for wild

Corrupted (1:15) To decay; to ruin.

behavior, Paul calls for self-control,
not only in older men (2:2), but in

Dishonest gain (1:11) Income gained

older women (2:5), in younger men

through deception.

(2:6), and younger women (2:5),

Elders/Overseers (1:5,6,7) The office
of pastor (see 1 Timothy Study Guide
week 5 for more details).
Holy (1:8) To be set apart.
Merely human commands (1:14) Set
against Paul’s teaching and the
whole gospel message; possibly
Jewish food laws as in 1 Timothy.
One of Crete’s own prophets
(1:12) One of three possible Cretan
writing heroes from the past,

overseers (1:8), and everyone in the
church (2:12).
Slaves (2:9) Part of the Roman social
and economic order (see 1 Timothy
Study Guide, weeks 7 and 8 for more
details).
Sound doctrine (1:9; 2:1) Sound
theology; pure and true scriptural
principles could also be translated
“healthy teaching.”
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It is not only the responsibility of
pastor/elders to protect the church
from false teachings, but it's the
responsibility of every believer to
do so as well.

UNDERSTANDING

Titus 1:5–2:10

OVERVIEW:
In Acts 28:16–31, Luke depicts Paul’s first imprisonment in Rome (under house
arrest), which he endured for two long years. Yet, the historical narrative of
Paul’s life ends there, as we know nothing about the apostle’s trial before
Caesar or its outcome. Even though we don’t know for sure when, Paul tells
us in Titus 1:5 that he, along with his faithful associate Titus, spent time on
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the Mediterranean island of Crete, with critical church matters before him. In
Acts 2 we read that there were God-fearing Jews from Crete who were present
in Jerusalem on the day of Pentecost. Some of these may well have been
converted, and then returned to Crete already knowing the gospel.
First-century churches required protection from outside and inside corruption,
and this was especially true in Crete, where unacceptable false doctrines had
snuck in, probably because of Crete’s lack of pastoral leadership. Knowing that
true doctrine produces godliness and thereby, assures a healthy church, Paul
needed to assert his apostolic authority. It is conjecture as to why Paul was
unable to personally take on these problems himself, yet, he tasked a trusted
son in the faith, Titus, to “put in order what was left unfinished” (1:5).
Titus’s job was twofold: to complete the organization of the church in Crete,
and to preserve it from doctrinal contamination. Thus, in 1:5–2:10, Paul clarifies
the responsibility of leadership, delineates how sound doctrine is to be
preserved, and specifies what Titus is to teach to various ages, genders, and
slaves. Paul is assuring that sound doctrine is maintained and taught so that
godliness will flourish in the church—and not just for Titus’ church, but for all
churches that follow.

THEMES:
Leadership Responsibilities
Quality leadership is essential to the
success of any organization, especially for Jesus’ church. First-century
churches did not have the luxury of
recruiting highly trained, seminary
equipped pastors; seminaries didn’t
even exist then. Therefore, men of
high character were sought who had a
solid understanding of sound doctrine,
skills, values, and experiences that

1:10 starts with the conjunction “for,”
connecting 1:10–16 back to 1:5–9.
“Overseers” are called to a ministry
of reconciliation, “so that they will be
sound in the faith.” Besides teaching
and shepherding, pastoring requires
loving rebuke and confrontation.
Many false teachers had arisen in
Crete “disrupting whole households,”
even acquiring fraudulent income
through “dishonest gain,” which was
corrupting the church.

could translate to qualified spiritual

Many believers were immature in

leaders who then strengthen every

Christ and vulnerable because they

house church in Crete. Why was it

were not rooted in the scriptures, nor

essential for Paul to assure high-qual-

standing on the gospel alone. They

ity leaders would become “elders” and

were susceptible to groups like the

“overseers” of Christ’s church? One

Jewish “circumcision group” who

reason is that these men were to pro-

wrongly intermingled their past reli-

tect the integrity of the gospel. Anoth-

gious practices with the gospel. Paul

er is they must elicit trust in the flock

links actions to truth: “they claim to

they lead, not erode it. Qualification

know God, but by their actions, they

standards must be high to ensure that

deny Him” (1:16a). The early church

their lives would emulate what they

had many winds of doctrine blowing

taught and that their teaching would

through it—some true, some false.

be “appropriate to sound doctrine,” and

Paul needed Titus to “silence” false

then stand ready to “refute those who

teaching so “sound doctrine” would

oppose it.”

give rise to godliness.

Specific Gender & Age Instruction
In 2:1–8 Paul outlines for Titus the directives that align age and gender with the
appropriate spiritual truths, which lead to right attitudes and actions. However,
the goal of learning spiritual truths isn’t merely to lead us to right attitudes and
actions but to spawn a holistic healthy spirituality and healthy maturity in the
life of the believer.
The basic implications found in these verses are that older men and women are
to pursue godliness, and subsequently, provide godly examples and encouragement for others. Older men mentor younger men, and older women mentor
younger women. In the early church, as it is now, younger men and women need
trustworthy, healthy role models, provided by spiritually-sound mentors.
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could teach, and had recognizable life

Assuring Sound Doctrine

RESPONDING

Titus 1:5–2:10

OVERVIEW:
Why did Paul take strong measures to assure
godly elders were appointed? Why was Titus
commanded to stop the false teaching in the
church? He did so to ensure God’s truth alone
was being taught (not mere human teaching),
guaranteeing that a healthy church would
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emerge. This is ultimately the responsibility of
all believers.
“Do your best to present yourself to God as one
approved, a worker who does not need to be
ashamed and who correctly handles the word
of truth” (2 Timothy 2:15). Are you doing your
best? Living by the truth is a core element to
healthy spiritual growth and maturity. How
much do we as believers protect what we hear
and experience? Is our truth radar sensitive
to the Holy Spirit when we encounter false
teachings that are counter-biblical? Are we
open to correct teaching throughout the
various stages of our maturity? Needless to
say, it is not only the responsibility of
pastors/elders to protect the church from
false teachings, but it’s the responsibility of
every believer to do so as well.
To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said,
“If you hold to my teaching, you are really my
disciples. Then you will know the truth, and the
truth will set you free…so, if the Son sets you
free, you will be free indeed” (John 8:31–32; 36).
Truth sets believers free. Christians are free to
willingly put on Christ’s character. Obedience is
our loving response to that freedom.

THEMES:
Leadership Responsibilities
Qualified spiritual leaders “hold firmly to the trustworthy message” so that
the church can be “encouraged” by what they teach, and then move on to good
works. “Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the
pastors, and teachers, to equip His people for works of service, so that the body
of Christ may be built up” (Ephesians 4:11–12).
Teaching equips us to live a Christ-like life. Are you actively being built up in
Christ? Maturing Christ followers seek to be in a church that teaches the whole
and complete word of God. “Continue to live your lives in Him, rooted and built
thankfulness” (Colossians 2:6b–7). Every event of your life is to have its focus
on serving Christ and passing Him and His Truth on to others. Utter fulfillment
is found in Jesus!

Assuring Sound Doctrine
One of the most dangerous characteristics of false teachers is that they are
deceivers—of themselves and especially of others. False teachers often can be
deceptively intriguing, swaying, and determined. Just as Christ sent the disciples
out to be “shrewd as snakes and as innocent as doves” (Matthew 10:16), true
believers must lovingly, yet firmly, stand ready to recognize the spiritual war
we are in. No matter what spiritual book we read, what online sermon we hear,
or podcast we download, we must be observant of the elemental doctrine that
is driving that teaching. We need to carefully examine any spiritual venue we
engage in, and verify that all teaching is sound and healthy; all teaching must
be supported by scripture. Are you committed to an ever-developing spiritual
maturity process, powered by the Holy Spirit, that consistently moves you from
spiritual milk to solid food, from immaturity to maturity in Christ?

Specific Gender & Age Instruction
What are the specific age/gender traits that Paul would apply to your life (2:1–8)?
One key characteristic is “self-control.” Self-control is a theme for all four groups
(older men 2:2; young men 2:6; older women 2:5; young women 2:5), as the person
who has their passions under control is a self-disciplined (controlled) person. They
have the ability to control their physical passions and they reject worldly standards
and resist worldly attractions. Do you refuse to be conformed to the world?
Paul connects healthy churches with discipleship and mentoring relationships.
It’s the biblical concept of “iron sharpening iron” (Proverbs 27:17) and “faithful
passing on to faithful” (2 Timothy 2:2). Are you being mentored? Are you a
mentor? Do you connect with people in a small group? The church is known as a
family—be a good family member!
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up in Him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and overflowing with

CHALLENGE
QUESTIONS

Titus 1:5–2:10

1. Personal Reflection & Response: What are you doing to connect with
people in a discipleship or mentoring relationship? Would anything need to
change in your life if you were called to be an elder? If so, what would those
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things be?

2. Group Conversation & Response: What are you doing to grow in sound
doctrine? What are effective methods for people to do this?

3. Ministry Reflection & Response: What does a loving and biblical rebuke
look like? Do you have enough knowledge of the word and sound doctrine to
lovingly rebuke someone?

PRAYING

Titus 1:5–2:10
PARTICIPANT PRAYER

Lord Jesus, I thank You for my

Create your own prayer based on

pastors and elders who hold to true

this week’s scripture. Read the

teaching and who protect the flock

scripture in light of what Jesus has

they shepherd. I ask You to guard

done for the world, and pray that

our church against any form of false

God will conform you into the image

teaching. May You see that each

of Jesus (Romans 8:29). Pray for God

person in our church receives the

to give you the power, through the

teaching they need to be built up as

Holy Spirit, to accomplish what the

obedient followers. Lead us all to

scripture says.

self-controlled, holy, and godly living,
as examples to those who need to
see Your strength in others. In Jesus’
Name, amen.
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SAMPLE PRAYER

NOTES
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03
WEEK

GRace &
Good Works

CREST

SLOPE

BASE
BASE CAMP

oBSERVING Titus 2:11–15
For the grace of God has appeared that offers salvation to all people.
12
It teaches us to say "No" to ungodliness and worldly passions, and to
live self-controlled, upright and godly lives in this present age, 13 while
we wait for the blessed hope--the appearing of the glory of our great
God and Savior, Jesus Christ, 14 who gave himself for us to redeem us from
all wickedness and to purify for himself a people that are his very own,
eager to do what is good. 15 These, then, are the things you should teach.
Encourage and rebuke with all authority. Do not let anyone despise you.
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OBSERVATION PRACTICE:
The first step in becoming familiar with and understanding the context of a
passage is to make the following observations:
List any people:

List any important verbs (actions), repeated words/phrases, or other
theological/special terms:

List the tenses (past, present, future) of the verbs (actions):

OBSERVING QUESTIONS:
Question 1: Paul uses the word “for” at the beginning of 2:11 to provide the
basis for 2:1–10. In other words, he is saying: live this way (2:1–10) because
of this (2:11–14), the gospel. What might this passage tell us, then, about the
relationship between the gospel and good works?

between 2:11–12 and 2:14?

Question 3: In a sentence (or two), try to define the Bible’s teaching of
“salvation.” Does your answer fit naturally into Titus 2:11–14? Explain.

Question 4: Paul uses the term “appear” twice in this passage (2:11 and 2:13).
What do these two appearances refer to? What does the Bible say about these
appearances elsewhere?

In your own words, summarize this passage in 1 sentence:
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Question 2: What does “the grace of God” do in 2:11–12? What is the connection
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The Christian actively lives
in response to Christ's past
appearance, in eager hope of
His future appearance.

DEFINING Titus 2:11–15
The grace of God (2:11) God’s grace

Gave Himself for us (2:14)

refers to the love and kindness

This phrase refers to Christ’s

that He chooses to show toward

substitutionary sacrifice. For Christ

sinners who are entitled only to His

to “give Himself for us” is identical to

just anger. In other words, grace is

Christ dying in our place.

certainly “unmerited favor” (a formal
than that.

Redeem (2:14) To redeem is to free
a slave by providing a ransom

39

price. In Paul’s letters, redemption

GRACE & Good Works

definition), but it’s so much more

Appear (2:11, 13) Just as a term like

is often used to describe Christ’s

right has many connotations in our

substitutionary sacrifice, the ransom

culture, so also did the term appear

price that frees humans who are

have many connotations in ancient

enslaved to sin, judgment, and death.

Greco-Roman culture. Appear was
the term used to refer to a god,
demigod, or king who came on the
scene (appeared) to intervene on
behalf of his/her subjects.
Salvation (2:11) Salvation has both
negative and positive aspects.
Negatively, it is deliverance from
something (condemnation, the
power of sin, etc.). Positively,
it is deliverance to something
(reconciliation with God, a godly life,
etc.). In 2:11–14, it denotes deliverance
from the bondage of sin to the
freedom of serving God.
Present age (2:12) The “present
age” is often a very loaded term
when used by Paul. It refers to all
things that remain under the power
of evil and Satan. The present age is
the polar opposite of the terms: the
Kingdom of God, the reign of Christ,
or the age to come.

Purify (2:14) The term purify refers
to God’s act of cleansing us morally
and spiritually (for a helpful example
that is relevant to Titus 2:14 see
Ezekiel 36:24–29a).

UNDERSTANDING
OVERVIEW:
Paul’s exhortation in 2:11–15 not only
demolishes the falsity that the gospel and
good works are at odds, but also constructs
the reality that true belief in the gospel
necessarily results in good works. The
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passage begins with the word “For,” providing
the basis for why the church should devote
themselves to the previously mentioned good
works (2:1–10). They should do so because the
long-awaited, life-transforming grace of God
has appeared in Christ (2:11), intervening on
behalf of unentitled sinners. In the person of
Christ, God has appeared to redeem and purify
all kinds of people for Himself (2:11, 14).
Just as the appearance of the sun brings
about both life and death, so also does
Christ’s appearance. Paul instructs Titus that
as a result of God’s grace dawning in Christ,
the church is to respond by progressively
growing in a “self-controlled, upright and
godly” lifestyle (2:12b), and by putting to death
“ungodliness and worldly passions” (2:12a).
The church is to do so now, even in the midst
of this “present age” that remains polluted
by evil (2:12b). While the church awaits the
second appearance of Christ when He will
do away with sin altogether, the church is to
engage in the good works that correspond
to true belief in the gospel. The Christian
actively lives in response to Christ’s past
appearance, in eager hope of His future
appearance. Rather than the “Jewish myths”
and other peripheral matters mentioned
earlier in the letter (1:14), this is what ought to
be taught in the churches of Crete: the gospel
that corresponds with good works.

Titus 2:11–15

THEMES:
The Grace of God
When asked what distinguishes Christianity from every other religion, ideology,
or philosophy, C. S. Lewis responded with one word: Grace! God’s grace refers
to the love and kindness that He chooses to show toward sinners who are
entitled only to condemnation. Paul reminds Titus that Christ’s entrance into
the world to save sinners was an act of sheer grace. This means that God did
not decide to intervene because people were entitled or worthy; He did so
because He’s profoundly generous and gracious by nature.
It is because God’s grace has appeared that the church of Crete ought to
function as a license for immorality (as in 1:16), nor can it be understood as
something earned through human efforts. Instead, God grants His grace solely
because He delights to do so, and it results in transformed lives.

The Past & Future Appearances of Christ
Locating this text in the overarching biblical storyline helps to grasp the
richness of Paul’s words. While the Old Testament records the world’s
creation, man’s fall, and God’s promises to restore all things to Himself, the
New Testament records God’s fulfillment of these redemptive promises in
Christ. 2:11 fits this paradigm perfectly. Paul writes that God’s long-awaited
intervention has begun—God has appeared to save His people. God’s
intervening wasn’t limited to one mere people group (the Israelites), but was to
fulfill the promise to Abraham and bless all kinds of people (Genesis 12:3).
But sin’s presence in the world reveals that full restoration remains
incomplete. As such, Paul writes of Christ’s future “appearing.” Then, He will do
away with sin (Revelation 21:1–5), complete our sanctification (Philippians 1:6),
give us immortal bodies (1 Corinthians 15:50–57), and more. Although Christ has
already begun his restorative work, He has not yet brought it to completion.

Salvation's Ethical Dimensions
Paul writes that Christ’s appearance offers salvation to all people, but what
exactly does this salvation entail? In other words, from what and to what is the
church saved? In 2:11–14, Paul focuses on the ethical dimensions of salvation; that
is, Christ’s appearance saves the church from the bondage of serving sin to the
freedom of living for God (see also Titus 3:4–7, Ephesians 2:1–10, and Romans 6).
Paul lays out this pattern of being saved from serving sin to the freedom of living
for God in verses 12 and 14. Because Christ gave Himself for us not only to redeem
us “from all wickedness,” but also “to purify for Himself a people that are His
very own, eager to do what is good” (2:14), Paul is able to say that Christ’s salvific
appearance teaches us to renounce evil and to adhere to what is good (2:12).
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devote themselves to good works. The grace of God, rightly understood, cannot

RESPONDING

Titus 2:11–15

OVERVIEW:
The church of Crete and her historical context shares much in common with
the “church of California” and her context. Inside and outside of the church,
there are still people speaking nonsense, living unethically, and claiming to
know God while denying Him by their lifestyles. Both churches also share a
similar place in God’s redemptive history: both live between Jesus’ first and
future appearance. This explains why Paul’s letter to Titus is as relevant to us
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as it was to the Cretan believers nearly 2,000 years ago.
It is because Jesus has appeared, bringing spiritual life to the church, that
we ought to live as those who are spiritually alive. In 2:11–15, the focus of the
spiritual life is marked by the renunciation of a lifestyle that is in opposition
to God’s character and is supremely driven by worldly pursuits, such as the
accumulation of wealth, reputation, and ease (2:15–17). Positively, the church
ought to be marked by self-control, sacrificial generosity toward all people
(upright), and reverence toward God (godly). Although we cannot expect
perfection (because Christ is yet to return), this new lifestyle is to be expected
among the people of God—because Christ has already come!
There are many Christians who spend their time and energy trying to do what
is the equivalent to cracking the “Da Vinci Code,” or trying to piece together the
secret details of Christ’s second appearance—doing this to the neglect of the
gospel. Instead, what must be emphasized in our teaching is the true gospel
that results in good works!

THEMES:
The Grace of God
That humanity was entitled only to condemnation; that God’s delight is in righteousness, and He judges good and evil perfectly; that we were utterly incapable of bringing ourselves out of our terrible plight; that God was absolutely justified in saving
none—yet, God appeared to save sinners at the great cost of Himself. This is grace!
Grace has extraordinary application to our lives. The grace of God not only
empowers us to live for God but also liberates us from the endless pursuit of
gaining the approval of God and man. In a world where everyone struggles with
the unbearable burden of gaining the approval of others, God graciously grants
pressures of working for the approval of God or that of humanity, because we are
accepted by the One who is infinitely great.

The Past & Future Appearances of Christ
Failing to maintain a balanced mindfulness of Christ’s past and future appearances
can lead to two destructive expectations concerning the Christian life. Insofar as
we are only mindful of Christ’s past appearance, we’ll become naïvely optimistic.
Forgetting that Christ has not yet put a complete end to sin, we’ll expect our lives to
be a struggle-free triumph. This imbalance will lead to exasperation and even skepticism about our salvation because our experience doesn’t match our expectations.
Insofar as we are only mindful of Christ’s future appearance, we’ll become naïvely pessimistic about the Christian life. Forgetting that Christ has already freed us
from sin, we’ll expect our lives to be a struggle-ridden defeat. This imbalance will
lead to a passive, waiting-room mindset: we bide the time while awaiting Christ.
Only in holding Christ’s past and future appearances in the balance will we be
realistically hopeful and humble about the Christian life.

Salvation’s Ethical Dimensions
We must not reduce the gospel’s effects to one mere aspect of salvation. In our
culture, justification and forgiveness tend to be that to which people reduce the
gospel’s effects (mainly that being saved is merely a waiting game to go to heaven).
However, in this text (and many others), Paul reminds us that Christ saves us from
not only the legal guilt of sin, but also the power of sin. Just as Christ saves us from
condemnation (Romans 8:1), so too does He save us from sin’s bondage (Romans 6).
2:11–15 reminds us that Christ cares greatly that we are free from sin’s destruction and growing in His likeness. Paul’s letter to the Ephesians parallels this
week’s text: “Christ loved the church and gave Himself up for her to make her
holy, cleansing her… to present her to Himself as a radiant church, without stain
or wrinkle or any other blemish…” (Ephesians 5:25b–27). Christ has made us
alive—let us live alive!
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us His approval at the great cost of His Son. Believing this liberates us from the

CHALLENGE
QUESTIONS

Titus 2:11–15

1. Personal Reflection & Response: God’s grace liberates you, both from
the bondage of serving sin and the pressures of gaining the approval of God
and man. Reflect on this. How might God’s grace give you hope in a specific
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struggle with sin in your life? How might it liberate you from a particular
pressure to gain the approval of God or man?

2. Group Conversation & Response: Do you tend to be more naïvely optimistic
or pessimistic when it comes to your expectations about the Christian life?
What does this tell you about your (im)balance in your mindfulness of the past
and future appearances of Christ? How might you strike a better balance?

3. Ministry Reflection & Response: Paul ends this week’s text with: “These,
then, are the things you should teach” (2:15). In your own Small Groups and
other Bible study contexts, how are you (and your group[s]) advocating for
teaching that focuses on the centrality of the gospel that corresponds with
good works? How might you grow in this?

PRAYING

Titus 2:11–15
PARTICIPANT PRAYER

Our generous, loving, and gracious

Create your own prayer based on

God, although You were free to

this week’s scripture. Read the

save none at all, You saved many

scripture in light of what Jesus has

at the greatest cost possible: Your

done for the world, and pray that

Son. I thank and praise You for Your

God will conform you into the image

astounding love and Your works of

of Jesus (Romans 8:29). Pray for God

love displayed in Christ. May Your

to give you the power, through the

salvation have its full effect in my life,

Holy Spirit, to accomplish what the

ridding me of what offends You and

scripture says.

filling me with what pleases You. May
my life and my words display You to
be the marvelous God that You are,
the one most worthy of my life.
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SAMPLE PRAYER

NOTES
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04
WEEK

MERCY &
GOOD WORKS

CREST
FACE
SLOPE

BASE
BASE CAMP

oBSERVING Titus 3:1–7
Remind the people to be subject to rulers and authorities, to be obedient,
to be ready to do whatever is good, 2 to slander no one, to be peaceable and
considerate, and always to be gentle toward everyone.
At one time we too were foolish, disobedient, deceived and enslaved by
all kinds of passions and pleasures. We lived in malice and envy, being
hated and hating one another. 4 But when the kindness and love of God our
Savior appeared, 5 He saved us, not because of righteous things we had done,
but because of His mercy. He saved us through the washing of rebirth and
renewal by the Holy Spirit, 6 whom He poured out on us generously through
Jesus Christ our Savior, 7 so that, having been justified by His grace, we
might become heirs having the hope of eternal life.
3
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OBSERVATION PRACTICE:
The first step in becoming familiar with and understanding the context of a
passage is to make the following observations:
List any people:

List any important verbs (actions), repeated words/phrases, or other
theological/special terms:

What else do you see?

OBSERVING QUESTIONS:
Question 1: How do verses 1 and 2 logically relate to verse 3? Similarly, how do
verses 4–7 relate to verse 3?

Question 2: In verse 1 Paul tells Titus to remind the church to pursue good
works. Verse 5, however, says that Christians are not saved by good works. How

Question 3: According to verses 4–7, what is the primary reason that God
decided to intervene and bring salvation to his people?

In your own words, summarize this passage in 1–2 sentences:

49
MERCY & Good Works

are these two ideas compatible?

DEFINING Titus 3:1–7
Subject to rulers & authorities (3:1) God is the ultimate ruler
and authority over all things, and yet He still calls His church to
be submissive to the rulers and authorities of this earth. This
exhortation does not mean that the church should submit when
such action would lead to disobedience to God (Acts 4:19–20).
Enslaved by all kinds of passions & pleasures (3:3) The
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scriptures surprisingly describe all non-Christians as slaves to
sin (see Romans 6:6–7, 17–18). In this sense, the work of Christ
accomplishes a new Exodus for the people of God. While God used
Moses to lead an exodus out of slavery to Egypt, Christ has led an
exodus from slavery to sin.
But when the kindness & love of God our Savior appeared (3:4)
The conjunction “but” provides an abrupt interruption to the ideas
described in verse 3. Prior to God’s goodness and love appearing,
humanity was lost in sin. This demonstrates God’s grace in that
He sent His Son in spite of humanity’s rebellion.
The washing of rebirth & renewal by the Holy Spirit (3:5)
This entire phrase should be understood as one idea. This refers
to the moment the Holy Spirit transforms an individual into a
new creation in Christ Jesus. This transformation that the Holy
Spirit brings precedes both the faith placed in Christ in the hope
of salvation and the good works done for Christ in response to
salvation.
Justified by His grace (3:7) The word “justified” is a legal
term that carries references to the divine courtroom. This term
refers to the moment that God declares an individual as morally
spotless. How does God do this? By graciously applying Christ’s
moral perfection to undeserving sinners who have placed their
faith in Jesus (see week four of the 2018 Campaign: Five Solas—
Faith Alone, for more information on justification).

The grace of God has been poured
out upon undeserving sinners, not
worthy laborers.
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UNDERSTANDING

Titus 3:1–7

OVERVIEW:
3:1–7 begins with a reminder that every Christian ought to obey God in every
aspect of life. Those who believe in the Lord Jesus Christ should seek to live a
life pleasing to God. As Paul puts it, Christians should be “ready to do whatever
is good.” Yet, this leads to a question: why should Christians seek to please
God? The answer to this question is essential since followers of Christ need
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to obey God with the right motive. In 3:3, Paul emphasizes the reason that
the church should pursue good works. This transition is seen more clearly in
the ESV translation, which begins this verse with the word “for” (a short way
of saying for this reason). In other words, verses 3–7 explain why Paul just
commanded the church to live a life of good works in verses 1–2.
The reason the church should be devoted to good works is rooted in the fact
that God has offered salvation to sinners. In order to fully appreciate the grace
of God, Christians must understand what they were saved from. Therefore,
Paul explains that every human being was enslaved to rebellion against God
prior to Christ’s intervention. While slavery may seem like an intense concept,
Paul recognizes that this is the perfect term to describe a non-Christian’s
relationship with sin. Yet, the story does not end there. God showed abundant
grace towards the church when He sent His son to die in the place of the very
individuals who were enslaved to sin (3:4–7). The church’s primary motivation
towards good works, therefore, is rooted in God’s gracious forgiveness of sin.

THEMES:
The Gospel Leads To
Good Works

Life Apart From Christ

Read verses 1–2. Paul presents his

church to abound in the profound

case with profound clarity. The

thankfulness that leads to good

reason the church should pursue

works, the Christian must know what

good works is rooted in the gospel.

he or she has been saved from. The

3:5 draws an essential distinction

news of salvation will only produce

that every Christian must take note

apathy in the heart of an individual

of: the grace of God has been poured

who is uninformed that he or she

out upon undeserving sinners,

needs saving. For this reason, Paul
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not worthy laborers. The church

paints a bleak portrait of every

must not strive to please God with

individual stained by the effects of

good works in the hope of earning

sin. This portrait can be summarized

His favor. Rather, the fact that

with one idea—slavery. Everyone

Jesus shows His grace to naturally

alienated from Jesus Christ lives as

unworthy God-haters (i.e., everyone

a slave to the sinful passions of the

who hasn’t been given a new heart

heart that have welled up in every
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by the grace of God) should prompt

non-believer since Adam and Eve

a profound thankfulness. And this

fell in the garden (Genesis 3). Until

thankfulness ought to motivate the

someone comes to grips with this

Christian to respond to God’s grace

truth, he or she cannot experience

with good works.

the grace of God.

Read verse 3. In order for the

Salvation Found In Christ
Read verses 4–7. The only hope in life or death is found in the gospel of Jesus
Christ. The church must remember that the eternal God, who created the
universe, actually entered into His creation. Even though He deserved eternal
worship from all created things, He endured the humiliation of the cross at the
hands of people created in His image. Instead of receiving praise from His chosen
people, Israel, He received scorn and mockery from them. Why did Christ choose
to go through all of this? He did so to save the very people who hung Him on the
cross. Christ experienced such hostility to save those who lived a life of rebellion.
As Christians grasp these truths, they can live a life of thankful obedience to God.

RESPONDING

Titus 3:1–7

OVERVIEW:
As one responds to the truths found in 3:1–7,
two key responses come into focus. First,
every Christian must evaluate his or her
motivation for living a life of good works. The
scriptures always go deeper than the outward
expression of morality. Surprisingly, God is not
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primarily concerned with morality, but is more
interested in what motivates an individual to
live a moral life. The second response that
arises from this text is that Christians should
live moral lives. While it was just pointed out
that God is primarily concerned with motives,
He is not merely concerned with motives. God
calls His church to action, and He does so by
promoting God-honoring motivations.
Practically speaking, God is not pleased
with someone who lives a moral life that is
driven by selfishness. For example, consider
an employee who behaves honestly in the
workplace with the hope that her boss will
give her a raise. What is her motivation? At
face value, it would be to make more money.
This morality does not please God because it
is not motivated by the gospel. What pleases
God is the employee who works, honestly,
out of thankfulness for what Christ has done
for her. While her honesty may be rewarded
by her boss, her ultimate motivation is not
the money. Her primary motive for living a
life pleasing to God is thankfulness for what
Jesus has done on her behalf.

THEMES:
The Gospel Leads To Good Works
Read verses 1–2. As just pointed out, God desires for the members of the church
to pursue good works. It is important to recognize that these commands
depict a Christian devoted to good works in all aspects of life. Christ does not
call His disciples to partial obedience; He calls His church “to be ready to do
whatever is good.” Christians must seek to please Christ in the home and at
work, in public and in private, in word and in deed. Hypocrisy transpires when
an individual decides to submit some aspects of life to Christ, but not all. And it
goes without saying that hypocrisy has been one of the greatest plights against
the testimony of the church throughout its existence.

Read verse 3. Every Christian should regularly reflect on the patterns of sin
to which he or she was enslaved prior to conversion. Christians should also
consider the ways they have experienced deliverance from slavery to specific
sins. If a Christian wants to develop the right motivation for doing good
works, it is necessary to grow in thankfulness by reflecting on what Christ
has done in their life. Now, it must be said that if a Christian still feels bound
by any particular sin, he or she must recognize that Christ offers freedom
from that sin. In fact, Christians are not enslaved to any sin, but are slaves of
righteousness (Romans 6:18).

Salvation Found In Christ
Read verses 4–7. Christians must spend time evaluating what motivates their
good deeds. Behind every good act lies a motivation (often more than one).
Sifting through these motives can be difficult at times. In fact, sometimes
people can spend too much time weeding through the many motives that grow
beneath the surface. All of that said, every member of the church must inspect
his or her own heart in order to discern why a particular action was done in the
first place. Was that action prompted by pride, lust, or selfishness? Remember,
God is not pleased with good actions which are prompted by sinful attitudes.
The church’s goal is for the gospel of Christ to motivate morality.

MERCY & Good Works

Life Apart From Christ

55

CHALLENGE
QUESTIONS

Titus 3:1–7

1. Personal Reflection & Response: Spend some time reflecting on one good
deed that you’ve done in the past few days. What do you think motivated you
to act that way? Was there one motive at play? Was there a combination of
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motives at work? How can you tell?

2. Group Conversation & Response: How often do you stop to think about your
motivations? Have you gone through a season of life where you spent too little
or too much time evaluating your own motives?

3. Ministry Reflection & Response: How does serving with the wrong motive
harm your ministry involvement? How does right motivation benefit the body of
Christ and/or the ministries where you serve? How often do we serve just to be
noticed?

PRAYING

Titus 3:1–7
PARTICIPANT PRAYER

Lord, we praise You and we thank

Create your own prayer based on

you for Your Son. When we stop to

this week’s scripture. Read the

consider the profound selflessness

scripture in light of what Jesus has

of Christ Jesus, we cannot help

done for the world, and pray that

but stand in awe. Your Son was not

God will conform you into the image

motivated by pride or personal gain

of Jesus (Romans 8:29). Pray for God

when He was crucified in our place.

to give you the power, through the

Your Son offered Himself up as a

Holy Spirit, to accomplish what the

sacrifice on our behalf so that we

scripture says.

might fulfill our created purpose: to
glorify You. Forgive us for seeking
our own glory rather than Yours.
Father, grant us the right motivations
as we seek to honor You. Help us to
be motivated by thankfulness for
Your gospel.
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05
WEEK

Devoted to
Good Works
PEAK

CREST
FACE
SLOPE

BASE
BASE CAMP

oBSERVING Titus 3:8–15
This is a trustworthy saying. And
I want you to stress these things,
so that those who have trusted in
God may be careful to devote themselves to doing what is good. These
things are excellent and profitable for everyone.
But avoid foolish controversies
and genealogies and arguments
and quarrels about the law, because these are unprofitable and
useless. 10 Warn a divisive person
once, and then warn them a second
time. After that, have nothing
to do with them. 11 You may be sure
that such people are warped and
sinful; they are self-condemned.
9
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As soon as I send Artemas or
Tychicus to you, do your best to
come to me at Nicopolis, because
I have decided to winter there.
13
Do everything you can to help
Zenas the lawyer and Apollos on
their way and see that they have
everything they need. 14 Our people
must learn to devote themselves
to doing what is good, in order to
provide for urgent needs and not
live unproductive lives.
12

Everyone with me sends you
greetings. Greet those who love us
in the faith.

15

Grace be with you all.

OBSERVATION PRACTICE:
The first step in becoming familiar with and understanding the context of a
passage is to make the following observations:
List any people/places:

List any important verbs (actions), repeated words/phrases, or other
theological/special terms:

What else do you see?

OBSERVING QUESTIONS:
Question 1: In the beginning of this passage, what is Paul referring to when he
writes, “This is a trustworthy saying”?
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What kind of issues was the church in Crete facing?

Question 3: Based on this passage, how would you describe a divisive person?
Why does Paul take such a hard stance against those who divide the church?

In your own words, summarize this passage in 1–2 sentences:

DEVOTED TO Good Works

Question 2: Referring back to chapter one, why did Paul leave Titus in Crete?
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The end goal of studying theology
isn't merely to have good doctrine,
but to produce good works and
provide unity among the people
of God.

DEFINING Titus 3:8–15
Genealogies (3:9) Many Jews (even

this phrase five times in the Pastoral

some Jewish-Christians) took

Epistles. He often, but not always,

pride in being direct descendants

uses this phrase when he’s including

of Abraham. Titus was a Gentile,

something of a hymn, creed, or

and so there were those under his

other saying that the readers might

leadership trying to claim authority

already be familiar with; it often

due to their lineage. This led to

encompasses some part of the

division and disunity in the church.

gospel message.

Profitable/Unprofitable (3:8)

Stress these things (3:8) To

Paul uses both the positive and

emphasize, affirm constantly

negative form of the word profitable.

and confidently. The trustworthy

In this case, devotion to doing good

saying of 3:4–7 should be taken to

is described as profitable, while

heart, recited, repeated, and is the

engaging in foolish controversy is

foundation for spurring believers on

unprofitable. Profit means “gain”

to good works.

or “increase.” Devoting oneself to

Arguments and quarrels about the
law (3:9) Present in the early church
were those known as Judaizers (1:10,
those of the circumcision). They
added both to scripture and the work
of Christ by trying to force Gentile
converts to adhere to Jewish laws
and customs. This led to frequent
debates and arguments about the
role of the law in salvation. Paul is
likely referring to the teaching of the
Judaizers when he tells the church
to avoid controversy, arguments,
quarrels, etc.

good works can cost a lot, yet Paul
assures the believer that it profitable
both for the lost and saved.
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Trustworthy saying (3:8) Paul uses

UNDERSTANDING

Titus 3:8–15

OVERVIEW:
In chapter one, Paul states his purpose for leaving
Titus in Crete: to “put in order what was left
unfinished” (1:5). The church in Crete was established,
but there was still work to be done in appointing
elders with strong character and silencing those
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teaching false doctrine. The latter was not a small
problem, as Paul says they were “disrupting whole
households by teaching what they ought not teach”
(1:11). And in the final section of the letter, Paul
provides instruction on how to deal with disruptive
and divisive members of the body—church discipline.
Believers should devote themselves to doing good
works and avoid squabbling with others over doctrine.
But for those who are insistent upon teaching false
doctrine, and thus dividing the church, Paul says to
warn them and ultimately reject them.
In verse 8, Paul reflects on verses 4–7, which may
have been used as a sort of hymn or creed, calling
the passage a “trustworthy saying.” The readers may
have recognized this text, and Paul is affirming its
validity and insinuating that it should be memorized,
recited, and have a daily influence on the life of
the believer. By stressing these things—that is by
stressing the grace of God and the hope we have
in Christ—believers are to be led in a life of good
works. In this passage, there are three things Paul
addresses about the life of the believer: believers
devote themselves to good works, avoid useless
division, and embrace discipline in the church.
These three are interconnected and together
lead to a healthy and productive church. Paul’s
encouragement to Titus is to meditate on the grace
of God and the hope Christians have in Christ. This
leads to a profitable and productive life of good
works, and away from an unprofitable and useless
life of division.

THEMES:
Believers are Devoted to Good Works
When dealing with division and false teaching in the church, it may seem odd
to focus so heavily on doing good works. Yet, this is the emphasis of the closing
verses of this letter. Paul says to stress the trustworthy saying from 3:4-7.
Salvation is not earned by righteous deeds but is strictly a result of the grace
and mercy of God. And this reality leads the believer to imitate the savior. Doing
good works is selfless, done to “provide for the urgent needs” (3:14) of others.
Teaching false doctrine, on the other hand, is divisive and is done “for the sake of
dishonest gain” (1:11). Paul contrasts these two principles and implies that the
natural result of salvation is a devotion to the needs of others; bad theology leads
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to division, good theology leads to good works.

DEVOTED TO Good Works

Believers Avoid Division
In verse 3:9, Paul shifts away from his encouragement to do good works and
discourages believers from engaging in “foolish controversies” about the law.
Looking back to chapter 1, Paul calls these false teachers “rebellious” and “full
of meaningless talk and deception” (1:10). He specifically warns against those
of the “circumcision group” (1:10), and in 1:9–11, it is likely that Paul is instructing
believers how to deal with this group. Yet, while he calls out the false teachers,
he also exhorts the Christians on Crete to abstain from foolish controversies.
Paul advises believers to not engage in empty conversations, because ultimately
this bad theology won’t lead to good works, and the end goal of all theology is to
produce fruit.

Believers Embrace Discipline
Titus 3 is not often referred to as a major passage on church discipline, yet it does
address the issue and provides specific guidance on how to deal with divisive
members in the church. Paul instructs to warn the divisive person once, then
warn them again. This responsibility, while simple to understand, is a difficult
duty for church leaders. First, they must warn the individual without engaging in
the dispute in a way that provides fuel for division. Second, they must maintain
the desire to “restore that person gently” (Galatians 6:1). Keep in mind that
this instruction is nestled in between two passages where Paul is instructing
believers to devote themselves to good works. Warning someone who is stirring
up division is an act of love for both that person and for the body as a whole.

RESPONDING

Titus 3:8–15

OVERVIEW:
This passage opens with Paul’s reference to the “trustworthy saying” in 3:8,
and the importance of this saying must not be understated. In 3:4–7 Paul
provides a beautiful summary of the gospel, intending that his readers hold
tightly to these words. And we must do the same. What drives the believer
must be the gospel of Jesus Christ. And this gospel leads the church into a life
characterized by good works, peace, and unity. Laced throughout these verses
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is the idea that our aim as Christians is love for one another. As a response to
the gospel, we must devote ourselves to doing good.
While the details of the controversies we face are different from those of
the church in Crete, we still struggle with disruptive members who are more
devoted to being right than being unified.
For Paul, sound doctrine (good theology) will lead to good works, and because
so many in the church in Crete were engaging in empty arguments, it’s obvious
that the doctrine they were being exposed to wasn’t sound—church unity was
being affected because the doctrine was not sound. The end goal of studying
theology isn’t merely to have good doctrine, but to produce good works and
provide unity among the people of God.

THEMES:
Believers are Devoted to Good Works
In 3:5 Paul confirms that we are saved, not by our own works of righteousness,
but by God’s mercy. Likewise, in Ephesians 2:8–9 Paul says we were saved
by grace and not by works. In both passages, Paul explains that we are saved
in order to do good works (Ephesians 2:10, Titus 3:8). A less obvious result of
doing good works is that it benefits the one doing the work. In fact, Paul calls it
profitable. In English, the word profit is typically used in the context of finance,
which is perfect imagery for the point Paul is making (note: the Greek word
here holds the general meaning of “being beneficial”).

investment, in their lives as well as our own. As believers and followers of Jesus
Christ, we ought to position our lives to meet the needs of those around us.

Believers Avoid Division
Unfortunately, church members oftentimes find themselves wasting time
engaging in empty theological disputes. We often justify this behavior because
we believe we are “right,” yet oftentimes we aren’t actually knowledgeable
enough in sound doctrine to be so dogmatic, and so we’re arguing over things
that don’t need to be argued over. Paul emphasizes the importance of avoiding
controversy, deeming it unprofitable and useless. Obviously, Paul does not
discourage the church from studying, discussing, and pursuing sound doctrine
(good theology)—it’s quite the opposite, in fact. But this passage is clear that
what drives the believer ought to be the desire to love and serve one another
from a place of good theology. Pursuing self-interest leads to division. Pursuing
the needs of others leads to peace and unity.

Believers Embrace Discipline
Church discipline is biblical, yet often ignored altogether. It’s extremely
difficult, and since many modern churches oftentimes seem to be overly
focused on growing their audiences, confrontation tends to compromise
that goal. While extending the reach of the church is an important part of our
mission, Paul instructs very clearly in Titus 3 that tending to the spiritual and
theological health of the church is essential. And one way this is achieved is
through church discipline. In confronting a disruptive member of the church,
it’s essential to do so with the aim of restoring them gently (Galatians 6:1). To
do this effectively, we must desire unity in the church and desire to see our
brothers and sisters thrive—even those who are stirring up trouble. This truly
requires the power of the Holy Spirit.
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Investing in the lives of others actually generates a positive return on

CHALLENGE
QUESTIONS

Titus 3:8–15

1. Personal Reflection & Response: Take a moment to consider the needs of
those around you. Despite the busyness of life, how can you position your life
so that you’re available to help those with urgent needs?
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2. Group Conversation & Response: Can the church remain unified when
some members hold differing theological viewpoints? If so, how? What are
theological disputes that are actually worthy of having controversy or dividing
over? Which aren’t? How can we create unity without compromise?

3. Ministry Reflection & Response: If the time comes to confront a
divisive member of the church, what kind of attitude is necessary for such a
confrontation? How can you prepare to do this?

PRAYING

Titus 3:8–15

SAMPLE PRAYER

PARTICIPANT PRAYER

Lord, thank You for Your kindness. You

Create your own prayer based on

showed us grace and mercy when

this week’s scripture. Read the

we were undeserving of such a thing.

scripture in light of what Jesus has

Help us to meditate on what You’ve

done for the world, and pray that

done for us, and give us the strength

God will conform you into the image

and courage to devote ourselves

of Jesus (Romans 8:29). Pray for God

to doing good. Teach us to love one

to give you the power, through the

another as You have loved us.

Holy Spirit, to accomplish what the

DEVOTED TO Good Works

scripture says.
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