
I . INTRODUCTION
 A.  Easter is the fulfillment of the promised victory held out in the gospel.

 B.  The gospel is the good news of salvation and victory over sin, death and the grave by the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ. (1 Corinthians 15:1–5; Luke 24:1–8)

Easter is the celebration of the gospel fulfilled in Jesus’ victory over death.

II .  HOW DID JESUS FULFILL THE GOSPEL AND 
WIN THE VICTORY?

 A.  Jesus fulfilled the gospel and won the victory by His death on the cross. (Luke 23:44–
46; 24:7a)

   1. Many times we misunderstand the message and meaning of the cross.

   2. On the cross Jesus took on sin, fulfilled God’s law, and paid our penalty. (Romans 
6:23)

   3. “The sting of death is sin and the power of sin is the law.” (1 Corinthians 15:56)

     a. When Jesus died on the cross He met the full demands of God’s law. The 
penalty for sin is death. (Romans 3:23; 6:23; 5:12)

     b. Jesus’ death on the cross is the fulfillment of the gospel. (John 3:14–18; 1 
Peter 3:18; 2 Corinthians 5:21)

   4. Jesus triumphed over sin and death on the cross. (Colossians 2:13–15; 1 Corinthi-
ans 15:56–57)

 B.  Jesus fulfilled the gospel and won the victory by His resurrection from the dead. (Luke 
24:1–8)

   1. Because Jesus conquered the grave we who are in Christ will never be in the grave.

   2. We need to believe the gospel and all that the prophets have spoken. (Luke 
24:15–27; 18:31–34; 24:5–6, 38–48.)

   3. If the resurrection isn’t true then Jesus is a liar, Christianity a hoax and people who 
believe the gospel are lost and still in their sins. (1 Corinthians 15:12–19)

   4. But Jesus did rise from the dead, offering hope, forgiveness and eternal life to 
all who believe and receive Him. (1 Corinthians 15:20–26; Ephesians 1:13–14; 
Romans 10:9)

   5.  The resurrection of Jesus is the gospel fulfilled and the good news of His great 
victory over death and the grave. (1 Corinthians 15:54–57; Romans 6:23)
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SERMON REFLECTIONS

• In 1 Corinthians 15:26 the apostle Paul said, “The last enemy to be destroyed is 
death” What is death and why is it such an enemy?

• How did Jesus destroy death?  (See Hebrews 2:14–15, Colossians 2:13–15; 1 Corinthians 
15:20–25)

• What is life and why it is such a gift? (See John 14:6; 1 John 5:10–13; John 11:25–26; 
Romans 6:22–23)

• In 1 Corinthians 15:1–8 Paul said he passed on as of first importance the gospel 
message. What is the message of the gospel and why is it so important? Read Luke 
24:45–49. How is the message of the gospel to be proclaimed? Who or what has God 
promised to give us to empower that witness?

• In 1 Corinthians 15:12–26, name all the reasons you can find here as to why the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ is undeniably true and essential to life, salvation and the 
Christian faith.

• How does the reality of Christ’s victory over sin and death influence your 
perspective and the way you live? 

LUKE 24:1-8
On the first day of the week, very early in the 
morning, the women took the spices they had 
prepared and went to the tomb. 2 They found 
the stone rolled away from the tomb, 3 but 
when they entered, they did not find the body 
of the Lord Jesus. 4 While they were wonder-
ing about this, suddenly two men in clothes that 
gleamed like lightning stood beside them. 5 In 
their fright the women bowed down with their 
faces to the ground, but the men said to them, 
“Why do you look for the living among the 
dead? 6 He is not here; he has risen! Remember 
how he told you, while he was still with you in 
Galilee: 7 ‘The Son of Man must be delivered 
over to the hands of sinners, be crucified and 
on the third day be raised again.’ ” 8 Then they 
remembered his words.


