
I .   JESUS’ BODILY RESURRECTION IS HARD 
TO FATHOM. (LUKE 24:36-43)

 A.  Jesus appears in bodily form. (v 36)

 B.  Notice the adjectives that are used. (v 37–38)

   1. Resurrection is supernatural. (v 37)

   2. Resurrection is hard to understand. (v 38; Acts 17:32–34; 26:22–25)

 C.  Jesus offers physical proof of His bodily resurrection. (v 39–43)

   1. He showed the disciples His wounds. (v 39–40)

   2. He ate before them. (v 41–43; Acts 1:3; 10:40–41; 13:31)

II .  A CALL TO BE WITNESSES OF CHRIST’S 
VICTORY (LUKE 24:44-49)

 A.  Jesus initiates a second form of proof: what the scriptures foretold, He fulfilled. (v 44; 
Luke 18:31–34)

 B.  We need to grasp the framework of the gospel. 

   1. The context of the gospel (v 44)

   2. The content of the gospel (v 45–46)

   3. The consequence of the gospel (v 47–49)

 C.  If we are to be effective witnesses, we must understand scripture rightly by having our 
minds opened through the Spirit. (v 44–49; John 5:39–40; Ephesians 4:17–24; 1:13–
14; Romans 12:1–2)

III .  WHY JESUS’ ASCENSION MATTERS 
  (LUKE 24:49-53)

 A.  It is more advantageous that Jesus ascend. (v 49; John 16:4b–7)

   1. When Jesus was glorified and ascended, the Spirit comes. (v 49)

   2. The Spirit comes to empower us to be witnesses. (John 15:26–27; 14:12)

 B.  Jesus now intercedes for us. (Romans 8:31–39; Hebrews 7:25)

 C.  Jesus will return again to consummate His kingdom. (v 50–53; Acts 1:1–11)

IV. COMMUNION IS A CORPORATE PROC-
LAMATION OF THE GOSPEL UNTIL HE 
COMES. (1 CORINTHIANS 11:23-26)
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SERMON REFLECTIONS

• What were the proofs Jesus offered for His resurrection? Why do you think these 
proofs were offered?  What does this teach us about the resurrection?

• What are the three components of the framework of the gospel? Why is it important 
not to confuse the three? Why is it important to distinguish them?

• What does it mean to understand scripture rightly? How do we come to a right 
understanding?  What does it mean that all of scripture is about Jesus?

• What is the significance of Jesus’ ascension? How is Jesus’ ascension a practical 
benefit for us?

• How does Communion reenact the framework of the gospel?

LUKE 24:1-8
While they were still talking about this, 
Jesus himself stood among them and said 
to them, “Peace be with you.”

37 They were startled and frightened, 
thinking they saw a ghost. 38 He said to 
them, “Why are you troubled, and why 
do doubts rise in your minds? 39 Look 
at my hands and my feet. It is I myself! 
Touch me and see; a ghost does not have 
flesh and bones, as you see I have.”

40 When he had said this, he showed 
them his hands and feet. 41 And while 
they still did not believe it because of joy 
and amazement, he asked them, “Do you 
have anything here to eat?” 42 They gave 
him a piece of broiled fish, 43 and he 
took it and ate it in their presence.

44 He said to them, “This is what I told 
you while I was still with you: Everything 
must be fulfilled that is written about me 
in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and 
the Psalms.”

45 Then he opened their minds so they 
could understand the Scriptures. 46 He 
told them, “This is what is written: The 
Messiah will suffer and rise from the dead 
on the third day, 47 and repentance for 
the forgiveness of sins will be preached 
in his name to all nations, beginning at 
Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses of these 
things. 49 I am going to send you what 
my Father has promised; but stay in the 
city until you have been clothed with 
power from on high.”

50 When he had led them out to the 
vicinity of Bethany, he lifted up his 
hands and blessed them. 51 While he was 
blessing them, he left them and was taken 
up into heaven. 52 Then they worshiped 
him and returned to Jerusalem with great 
joy. 53 And they stayed continually at the 
temple, praising God.


