
I. INTRODUCTION
 A.  Who is Timothy and what is his relationship to Paul? (Acts 16:1–2)

 B.  The purpose of the letter (1 Timothy 3:14–15)

   1. Behavior in the church (v 15a)

   2. Paul means the church universal (v 15b)

Right belief leads to right living because godliness is in 
accordance with the gospel.

II.  PAUL’S CHARGE TO TIMOTHY 
(1 TIMOTHY 1:1–7)

 A.  Paul’s greeting and first impression (v 1–2)

   1. Paul is an apostle at the command of God. (v 1)

   2. We see both authority and affection from Paul to Timothy (v 2)

 B.  The charge is to confront false teaching (v 3–4)

   1. “Certain persons” are teaching different doctrine and are devoted to 
speculation. (v 3–4)

   2. Speculation is the opposite of the faithful stewardship of God’s work. 
(v 4b)

 C.  Love is the goal, even in the midst of confrontation. (v 5)

   1. Love that comes from a pure heart

   2. Love that comes from a good conscience

   3. Love that comes from a sincere faith

 D.  These “certain persons” are arrogant and ignorant. (v 6–7)

III. HOW TO USE THE LAW LAWFULLY 
(1 TIMOTHY 1:8–11)

 A.  The law is a good thing . . . (v 8; Romans 7:12)

 B.  . . . if it is used lawfully (v 9–10)

   1. The first good use is to show us our sin. (v 9; Romans 7:7)

   2. The second good use is to restrain evil. (v 9-10; Exodus 20:1–17)

   3. The third good use is to help us love God and others. (Matthew 
22:36–40; Galatians 5:13–14; 6:2)

 C.  Godliness is in accordance with the gospel. (v 10–11)

   1. Godlessness is contrary to sound (healthy) doctrine. (v 10)

   2. The gospel promotes godliness, not as a merit, but as a delight. 
(v 11; Genesis 1:27–28; Ezekiel 36:25–27; 37:24)

 D.  Let us walk by faith in Jesus, who is our curse-bearer, law-keeper, and 
life-giver.  (Romans 8:1–11, 1:1–7)
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REFLECTIONS
• How does false teaching promote speculation?  What are some examples of false 

teaching that lead to mere speculation?

• Why is doctrinal speculation in opposition to faithful stewardship for God’s 
work?

• What is the aim of confronting doctrinal error?  How do you evaluate whether or 
not you are achieving the goal?

• What are the three good uses of the law?

• How is godliness in accordance with the gospel?  Why do you think it’s import-
ant to understand this?

1 TIMOTHY 1:5

The goal of this 

command is love, 

which comes from 

a pure heart and a 

good conscience and 

a sincere faith.

1 TIMOTHY 1:2–11
To Timothy my true son in the faith:

Grace, mercy and peace from God the 
Father and Christ Jesus our Lord.

3 As I urged you when I went into Mace-
donia, stay there in Ephesus so that you 
may command certain people not to teach 
false doctrines any longer 4 or to devote 
themselves to myths and endless geneal-
ogies. Such things promote controversial 
speculations rather than advancing God’s 
work—which is by faith. 5 The goal of 
this command is love, which comes from 
a pure heart and a good conscience and a 
sincere faith. 6 Some have departed from 
these and have turned to meaningless 
talk. 7 They want to be teachers of the 
law, but they do not know what they are 
talking about or what they so confidently 
affirm.

8 We know that the law is good if one 
uses it properly. 9 We also know that the 
law is made not for the righteous but for 
lawbreakers and rebels, the ungodly and 
sinful, the unholy and irreligious, for 
those who kill their fathers or mothers, 
for murderers, 10 for the sexually immor-
al, for those practicing homosexuality, for 
slave traders and liars and perjurers—
and for whatever else is contrary to the 
sound doctrine 11 that conforms to the 
gospel concerning the glory of the blessed 
God, which he entrusted to me.


