
I. INTRODUCTION
 A.  We need God’s grace to be godly. (2 Peter 1:3)

 B.  Paul tells in this section of his letter to Timothy, his personal testimony 
of God’s transforming grace in his life. (1 Timothy 1:12-16)

 C.  It is a testimony of God’s grace and godliness coming together in accord.

God pours out His grace through the gospel that we might 
live in accord with His godliness. 

II.  HOW IS THIS GRACE AND GODLINESS SEEN IN AC-
CORD IN A PERSON’S LIFE?

 A.  We see grace and godliness come together in accord in the way God ap-
points us to His service. (1 Timothy 1:12-14)

   1. God transforms sinners into servants by His grace.

   2. People were amazed when they heard God had transformed Paul the 
persecutor into Paul the preacher. (Acts 9:21-27)

   3. Paul said it was all of God. (1 Timothy 1:12)

     a. He gave me strength.

     b. He considered me trustworthy.

     c. He appointed me to His service. 

   4. God gave grace because Paul lived in ignorance and unbelief. (1 Tim-
othy 1:13)

   5. People can be zealous for God but have no knowledge of God or real 
faith in Him. (Romans 10:1-4)

   6. By God’s grace Paul the sinner became Paul God’s servant. 

 B.  We see grace and godliness come together in accord in the way God dis-
plays His patience in us. (1 Timothy 1:14-17)

   1. We are an impatient people but God is not like us. In His work with 
sinners He is immensely patient.

   2. He seeks to display that patience in us so that others may believe 
that God could save them from their sin and be given eternal life. 
(1Timothy 1:14-16; 2 Peter 3:8-12a; 3:14-18)

   3. This godly life He produces in us is not for our glory but for His. (1 
Timothy 1:17)

   4. We are never to use the magnifying of His grace as an excuse to sin. 
(Romans 6:1-4)

   5. It isn’t just beginning well, we must fight the battle well and finish 
strong so we don’t end up with a shipwrecked faith that blasphemes 
God. (1 Timothy 1:18-20)

III.  CONCLUSION 
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REFLECTIONS
• What is God’s grace?  Why was Paul so grateful to Jesus that that grace had 

been poured out on him?

• What is a godly life?  Why is God’s grace so vital for any of us to be able to live a 
godly life?

• In 1 Timothy 1:13, Paul describes the man he once was, but God’s grace and the 
gospel changed him. How does it affect your pursuit of godliness to know that no 
matter how we’ve lived or how far from God we were or are, a life of godliness 
is possible by God’s grace in the lives of those who believe the gospel and are 
obedient to Him?

• God has called all of us to be engaged in His service.  So that in whatever we 
do it is to be for His glory and the advancement of His kingdom. How does it 
impact you to know that God saved you for this purpose and appointed you to 
His service? How does it change your perspective on what it means to be in the 
Lord’s service?

• God wants to display His glory and His immense patience in us as an example 
so others can see God’s grace at work in us and believe. How is God displaying 
His patience, His grace, His gospel, His godliness in you?

• Paul told Timothy in 1 Timothy 1:18–20 that he gave him this instruction so 
that he would never experience a shipwrecked faith. Why do you think Paul 
described those who fall away as having a shipwrecked faith? According to Paul, 
what is required to stay strong in this grace in Christ Jesus?

1 TIMOTHY 1:17

Now to the King 

eternal, immortal, 

invisible, the only 

God, be honor and 

glory for ever and 

ever. Amen.

1 TIMOTHY 1:12–20
I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has 
given me strength, that he considered 
me trustworthy, appointing me to his 
service. 13 Even though I was once a 
blasphemer and a persecutor and a 
violent man, I was shown mercy because 
I acted in ignorance and unbelief. 14 The 
grace of our Lord was poured out on me 
abundantly, along with the faith and love 
that are in Christ Jesus.

15 Here is a trustworthy saying that 
deserves full acceptance: Christ Jesus 
came into the world to save sinners—of 
whom I am the worst. 16 But for that 
very reason I was shown mercy so that 
in me, the worst of sinners, Christ Jesus 
might display his immense patience as 
an example for those who would believe 
in him and receive eternal life. 17 Now to 
the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the 
only God, be honor and glory for ever and 
ever. Amen.

18 Timothy, my son, I am giving you this 
command in keeping with the prophecies 
once made about you, so that by recalling 
them you may fight the battle well, 19 
holding on to faith and a good conscience, 
which some have rejected and so have 
suffered shipwreck with regard to the 
faith. 20 Among them are Hymenaeus 
and Alexander, whom I have handed over 
to Satan to be taught not to blaspheme.


