
I. INTRODUCTION
 A.  What was Paul’s purpose for writing to Timothy? (1 Timothy 3:14–15)

 B.  Men and women are equal in value and standing with God, but unique in 
their roles. (1 Timothy 2:8–15)

II.  ELDERS ARE SERVANT LEADERS OF GOD’S HOUSE-
HOLD. (1 TIMOTHY 3:1–7)

 A.  The noble task of the office of overseer (v 1)

   1. The church has two ordained offices: elder and deacon. (Philippians 
1:1)

   2. The words “overseer,” “elder,” and “pastor” are all interchangeable. 
(Acts 20:17–38; 1 Peter 5:1–2; Titus 1:5–7)

 B.  The function of elders is to rule and to teach. (1 Timothy 5:17; Ephesians 
4:11)

   1. The office of elder is a role reserved for men only. (1 Timothy 2:12–
14)

   2. These roles are patterned in the Garden of Eden. (1 Timothy 2:12–14; 
Genesis 1:27–31; 2:7–9; 15–18; 20b–25)

   3. As in the garden, there are a million “yeses” and one “no”. (Genesis 
3:1–13)

   4. Women are essential to the life of the church. (Luke 8:1–3; 1 Corin-
thians 12:7, 11–14; 14:33b–34; 2 Timothy 4:19; Acts 18:24–26)

 C.  Qualifications for Elders (v 2–7)

   1. Positive character traits (v 2) to pursue, and negative character 
traits to avoid (v 3). 

   2. The elder’s family (v 4-5), experience (v 6), and reputation (v 7).

III.  DEACONS ARE LEADING SERVANTS OF GOD’S 
HOUSEHOLD. (1 TIMOTHY 3:8–13)

 A.  The qualifications for deacons (v 8–10, 12)

   1. A dignified life (v 8)

   2. Sound in their doctrine (v 9)

   3. Tested and approved (v 10)

   4. An orderly household (v 12)

 B.  The duties for deacons (Acts 6:1–6)

   1. Serve and assist God’s people in tangible ways. (Acts 6:2–4)

   2. Can women serve as deacons? (v 12; Romans 16:1–2)

 C.  A deacon’s reward (v 13)

IV.  IN ACCORD: GODLINESS AND THE GOSPEL 
(1 TIMOTHY 14–16)
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REFLECTIONS
• Why did Paul write the letter of 1 Timothy?  Why is it important to keep this in 

mind as we read the letter?

• What is the difference between an “office” and the function of the office?  How 
are the functions of the office of elder different from the office itself?

• Why is the office of elder reserved for men?  What is the scriptural reasoning 
Paul uses to show this truth? If you disagree with Paul’s letter, what is your 
scriptural reasoning?

• What are the qualifications for elder? Why do you think character is more of an 
emphasis than aptitude?

• How are deacons “leading servants”?  What are the qualifications and duties of 
deacons?

• What is the relationship between the elder’s household, deacon’s household, and 
the household of God?

1 TIMOTHY 3:13

Those who have served 

well gain an excellent 

standing and great 

assurance in their faith 

in Christ Jesus.

1 TIMOTHY 3:1–13
Here is a trustworthy saying: Whoever 
aspires to be an overseer desires a noble 
task. 2 Now the overseer is to be above 
reproach, faithful to his wife, temperate, 
self-controlled, respectable, hospitable, 
able to teach, 3 not given to drunkenness, 
not violent but gentle, not quarrelsome, 
not a lover of money. 4 He must manage 
his own family well and see that his 
children obey him, and he must do so 
in a manner worthy of full respect. 5 (If 
anyone does not know how to manage his 
own family, how can he take care of God’s 
church?) 6 He must not be a recent con-
vert, or he may become conceited and fall 
under the same judgment as the devil. 7 
He must also have a good reputation with 
outsiders, so that he will not fall into 
disgrace and into the devil’s trap.

8 In the same way, deacons are to be 
worthy of respect, sincere, not indulging 
in much wine, and not pursuing dishon-
est gain. 9 They must keep hold of the 
deep truths of the faith with a clear con-
science. 10 They must first be tested; and 
then if there is nothing against them, let 
them serve as deacons.

11 In the same way, the women[c] are 
to be worthy of respect, not malicious 
talkers but temperate and trustworthy in 
everything.

12 A deacon must be faithful to his 
wife and must manage his children and 
his household well. 13 Those who have 
served well gain an excellent standing 
and great assurance in their faith in 
Christ Jesus. 


