
I.  INTRODUCTION
 A.  True devotion cannot be hidden. It is displayed in how we live.

 B.   That is especially true when a person is devoted to Jesus, His gospel and the good 

works of the kingdom.

 C.  This is what Paul was stressing to Titus and what Titus was to stress to the church-

es of Crete.

 D.  You cannot be devoted to Christ and the gospel and live in sin. A person devoted to 

the gospel will have the good works of Christ flowing from his life. 

 E.  Titus was there to help put the churches in order, appoint godly leaders, silence the 

false teachers and call people to be devoted to the gospel and good works. (Titus 

1:5, 10–11, 16; 2:11–14; 3:8)

The gospel will be lived out in good works that flow from those who are 

devoted to Christ and the gospel.

II.  How does devotion to the gospel and good works 
become real?

 A.  People devoted to Christ and the gospel will do good works that flow from know-

ing who they are in Christ and why they exist. (Titus 1:1)

   1. What is our identity in Christ?

     a. Paul said he was a servant of God and an apostle of Jesus Christ.

     1.  servant—“slave,” a servant without bondage, willing to deny self 

and serve another.

     2.  apostle—“one sent forth” In this case one who is sent forth by 

Christ. (2 Corinthians 5:14–17; Galatians 2:20; 1 Timothy 1:12–14)

     b. We are servants sent by God as well.

     1.  We are children of God. (John 1:12–13; 1 John 3:1a)

     2.  We are witnesses. (Acts 1:8)

     3.  We are ambassadors for Christ (2 Corinthians 5:18–6:1)

     c. “To further the faith of God’s elect and the knowledge of the truth that 

leads to godliness.” (Titus 1:1)

     d. All this so we can do the good works we were created to do for God’s 

kingdom and His glory. (Ephesians 2:8–10; Titus 3:8)

 B.  People devoted to Christ and the gospel will do good works that flow from know-

ing what they believe and why they believe it. (Titus 1:2–4)

   1.  What we believe is God’s word that is eternal and comes from the God who 

does not lie. (Titus 1:2–3; John 1:1, 14; Hebrews 1:1–3a; 2 Timothy 3:16–17)

   2.  What we believe is God’s word faithfully recorded and transmitted to us. (2 

Peter 1:12–21; 1 Thessalonians 2:13)

3.  Paul told Titus to stress these things so people could be devoted to the true gospel 

and good works. (Titus 3:8)

III. Conclusion Titus 2:11-14
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REFLECTIONS
• How would you describe a person who is devoted to something?

• How would you describe someone who is devoted to Jesus, the gospel and good works? 

• Why do you think the gospel and good works are so vitally linked and to be stressed by 

Titus in his teaching?

• Paul was clear about his identity in Christ and his call to service. Why do you think these 

two things (identity in Christ and sense of calling) are so important to developing a devo-

tion to the gospel and good works?

• Paul knew what he believed and why he believed it. How are those two things vitally linked 

to our devotion to the gospel and good works? What happens to devotion when we begin 

to question if what we believe is true?

• Based on the evidence in your life, how would God describe your level of devotion to the 

gospel and good works?

TITUS 1:1–4
Paul, a servant of God and an apostle 
of Jesus Christ to further the faith 
of God’s elect and their knowledge of 
the truth that leads to godliness— 2 
in the hope of eternal life, which God, 
who does not lie, promised before the 
beginning of time, 3 and which now at 
his appointed season he has brought to 
light through the preaching entrust-
ed to me by the command of God our 
Savior,

4 To Titus, my true son in our common 
faith:

Grace and peace from God the Father 
and Christ Jesus our Savior.


