
I. WANDERERS THEN AND NOW
 A.  Jewish Christians in the early church were in danger of wandering away.

   1. They were experiencing extreme persecution.

   2. They were under pressure to return to their Jewish roots and Judaism.

   3. They were constantly dealing with false teaching about Jesus.

   4. They became discouraged, hopeless, and struggled with spiritual lethargy.

 B.  Christians today are in constant danger of wandering away as well.

   1. We may not face fierce persecution but other things cause us to lose hope.

   2. We also have to deal with false teachers who distort the gospel.

   3. Relational struggles can cause us to isolate instead of congregate.

   4. Many Christians today are discouraged, feeling stuck, or wandering away.

 C.  The challenge and encouragement for ancient and modern wanderers ...

   1. Remember what Jesus has done for us and in us. 

   2. Draw near to the Father with confidence and dwell in His presence always.

   3. Encourage one another to be hopeful and to love and serve together.

II.  WHAT JESUS HAS DONE FOR US, IN US AND THROUGH 
US. (HEBREWS 10:19–25)

 A.  What Jesus has done for us to make God available ... (v 19–21)

   1. Opened up the holy places for us so we can draw near with confidence. 

   2. The confidence to enter comes from the blood of Jesus.

   3. The way in which we come is a new and living way, through His flesh.

   4. We have a Great Priest over the house of God.

 B.  What Jesus has done in us so we can approach God ... (v 22)

   1. Jesus gave us a true heart, devoted to God.

   2. Jesus gave us fullness of faith.

   3. Jesus sprinkled our hearts clean from an evil conscience.

   4. Jesus washed our bodies with pure water.

 C.  Jesus wants us to respond by ... (v 23–24)

   1. Drawing near to the Father and dwell in His presence always.

   2. Holding fast to our confession of hope.

   3. Stirring one another toward love and good deeds.

   4. Meeting together, encouraging one another.

III. THE “DAY” IS DRAWING NEAR ... (V 25)
 A.  Contemplating the realities of the “Day” is both humbling and exhilarating.

 B.  On that “Day” we will be in His presence finally, completely, and eternally.
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REFLECTIONS
• Why are we able to draw near to the Father with such confidence? Where does that 

confidence come from? Do you lack this confidence? Why do you suppose that is?

• Why is the blood of Christ such an important doctrine for Christians to 
understand? What does it mean for you personally that Jesus opened a way by His 
blood to bring you into the presence of the Father?

• What does it mean to have a true heart? What has Jesus done to our hearts to make 
them devoted to Him? Is this a difficult concept for you to grasp? Why or why not?

• Why does a Christian need to go to church and get involved in Christian 
communities? Have you benefited from this personally? Why do you think it’s 
important to stir each other toward love and good deeds? 

• Are relationships difficult for you? How so? Why do you think it’s important to 
encourage each other and not isolate? 

• When you think of the “Day” of Jesus’ return, what thoughts and feelings come to 
you?

HEBREWS 10:23

Let us hold 
unswervingly to the 
hope we profess, for 
he who promised is 
faithful.

HEBREWS 10:19–25
19 Therefore, brothers and sisters, 
since we have confidence to enter the 
Most Holy Place by the blood of Jesus, 
20 by a new and living way opened for 
us through the curtain, that is, his 
body, 21 and since we have a great 
priest over the house of God, 22 let us 
draw near to God with a sincere heart 
and with the full assurance that faith 
brings, having our hearts sprinkled 
to cleanse us from a guilty conscience 
and having our bodies washed with 
pure water. 23 Let us hold unswerv-
ingly to the hope we profess, for he 
who promised is faithful. 24 And let us 
consider how we may spur one another 
on toward love and good deeds, 25 not 
giving up meeting together, as some 
are in the habit of doing, but encourag-
ing one another—and all the more as 
you see the Day approaching.


