
I. Introduction
 A.  What do we mean by “Regalia?

 B.  We must understand the historical and theological context.

   1. 1 and 2 Samuel follow the events in the book of Judges.

   2. There was no king, and the people were wicked, doing what was right in 

their own eyes. (Judges 17:6; 18:1; 19:1; 21:25)

   3. Theological hope: a kingly offspring is coming. (Genesis 3:15; 17:6–7; 

35:10–12; Exodus 19:5–6; Deuteronomy 17:14–15, 18–20; 33:5)

 C.  Why should we study 1 and 2 Samuel?

   1. We learn about the greatness of God in redemption. (Acts 3:18–26)

   2. We learn more about Jesus and how He fulfills God’s promises. (Luke 

24:27; John 5:39–40; 2 Corinthians 1:20)

II. God’s work is stunningly unexpected. (1 Samuel 1:1–2:11)

 A.  Hannah is powerless to change her painful circumstances. (1:1–18)

   1. God often works through, and for, the weak and needy. (1 Corinthians 

1:26–31)

   2. Hannah is like the Israelites as a whole. (Genesis 16:1; Exodus 3:7)

 B.  Hannah entrusts herself to God. (1:9–20)

   1. Her grief was heavy. (v 7, 10–11, 18–19a)

   2. God remembers her. (v 10–11, 19–20; Exodus 2:23–25; 4:31; Romans 5:6, 

8)

 C.  Hannah’s prayer summarizes how God works so unexpectedly. (2:1–10)

   1. Hannah’s prayer mirrors Mary’s song. (Luke 1:46–55)

   2. Hanna’s prayer anticipates a coming king. (v 10)

III. God raises up Samuel as priest and prophet. 
(2 Samuel 2:11–3:21)

 A.  God rejects the household of Eli because of their wickedness. (2:12, 22, 31, 34)

   1. Sin reveals the need for a mediator. (2:25; 1 Timothy 2:5–6)

   2. God’s pattern of hope through judgment. (2:35; Genesis 3:15; Hebrews 

2:17–18)

 B.  Samuel is growing in the Lord. (1 Samuel 2:26; 3:19; Luke 2:39–40, 52)

   1. Samuel grew while at the temple. (3:2–3)

   2. Jesus grew while at the temple. (Luke 2:39–52)

 C.  The word of the Lord is how God is revealed. (3:21, 7)

   1. The ark is where God meets and speaks. (Exodus 25:21-22)

   2. The ark is where we plead for salvation because God is enthroned there. 

(Psalm 80:1–3, 7, 19)

   3. Jesus is the Word that reveals God and to whom we plead for salvation. 

(John 1:1–5, 9–14, 18; 1 John 1:9–2:2)

Sermon Outline
Notes

s e p t e m b e r  9 ∙ 2 0 18

w e e k  o n e

The Rise 
of the Kingdom
1 Samuel 1–3
Pastor Phil Ward



Sermon Reflections

• What is the historical and theological context for 1 and 2 Samuel? Why is it import-

ant to know this?

• According to Jesus, what is the Old Testament primarily about? How can this per-

spective affect how you read the Old Testament?

• Why do you think God chooses to work through, and for, the weak and needy? 

What does this teach us about who God is? What does this communicate about 

God’s sovereignty?

• How are Hannah and Mary’s prayer/song similar? What does this teach us about 

God?

• How does the story of Samuel teach us about Jesus? How is Samuel a type of 

Christ? How is the ark of the covenant a type of Christ?

• What is something new you learned about Jesus? Pray in gratitude for all that God 

has revealed as a group.

1 Samuel 2:2

There is no one 
holy like Yahweh; 
there is no one 
besides you;
there is no Rock 
like our God.


