
I. The glory has departed. (1 Samuel 4:1-22)

 A.  What is the ark of God? (Exodus 25:21-22; 1 Samuel 4:4)

   1. The place where God meets and speaks. (Psalm 80:1, 3)

   2.  It contained the Mosaic covenant, manna and Aaron’s staff. (Hebrews 

9:4–5)

   3. The relationship between glory and the ark. (Exodus 40:34–38; 

2 Corinthians 4:4–6)

 B.  The Philistines capture the ark. (1 Samuel 4:1–11)

   1. We cannot use God for our own ends. (v 1–4)

   2. Yahweh’s fame has spread and brought dread to the Philistines. (v 5–9)

   3. Israel is defeated and the ark is captured. (v 10–11)

 C.  God fulfills His promise of judgment. (1 Samuel 4:12–22)

   1. Eli’s sons are killed on the same day. (v 11, 17; 2:34)

   2. The glory has departed from Israel. (v 19–22)

II. The exile and return of the ark (1 Samuel 5:1–7:2)

 A.  The weight of God’s glory (v 5:1–12)

   1. God’s glory is His substance, character, brilliance, majesty, worth, holiness.

   2. God’s glory is serious; therefore, it is weighty. (v 5:5, 7, 11)

 B.  Punishment for sin is exile. (Deuteronomy 28:58–59, 64–68)

   1. Sin is not giving God glory. (Romans 3:23)

   2. Who is it that went into exile? (1 Samuel 4:21–22)

   3. Although the ark is taken to the house of Dagon, representing victory, 

Yahweh emerges victorious in the end. (1 Samuel 6:1–9)

 C.  The ark returns to Israel. (1 Samuel 6:10–7:2)

   1. Was Yahweh really superior, or was it coincidence? (v 6:8–9)

   2. The people rejoiced and mourned the ark’s return. (v 6:13–14, 19–20; 

Romans 3:24–25)

   3. The ark spends twenty years in Kiriath-jearim. (v 6:21–7:2)

III. The glory of Yahweh as king  (1 Samuel 7:3–15)

 A.  Our repentance is not weighed by our sincerity, but by our allegiances. 

(v 7:3–4; 2:3)

   1. An important  “if ... then” clause (v 3; Ezekiel 14:3)

   2. Put away the sin and idols. (Romans 1:25)

   3. Replace the idols with what is truly satisfying. (Colossians 3:1–5)

 B.  Jesus is our Ebenezer. (v 7:5–17)

   1. Repentance requires sacrifice. (v 8–10; 2:9–10)

   2. The Lord has helped us. (v 12; Romans 8:31–39; Hebrews 4:16)
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Sermon Reflections

• What is the relationship between God’s glory and the ark of the covenant? How are 

the concepts of God’s glory, salvation, and the face of Jesus related (2 Corinthians 

4:4, 6)?

• What is meant by God’s glory? Why is God’s glory a weighty thing?

• How is “sin” not giving glory to God? Why do you think not giving glory to God is 

sin (Romans 3:23)?

• How do we see Jesus in the capture of the ark? What does the capture of the ark 

teach us about the cross of Jesus and the defeat of Satan?

• What is an idol? How do you identify an idol in your life? How do you identify 

societal idols? Why is it not enough to simply remove idols? How do we adequately 

overcome idolatry?

• What does it mean that Jesus is our “Ebenezer”?

1 Samuel 6:20

And the people of 
Beth Shemesh asked, 
“Who can stand 
in the presence of 
Yahweh, this holy 
God? To whom will 
the ark go up from 
here?”


