
I.  Introduction
 A.   We all make choices and experience the results that come from those choices.

 B.   God uses those choices, good or bad, to accomplish His eternal purposes.

 C.   Such is the case in the people’s choice to ask Samuel to give them a king like 

all the other nations. (8:1–9)

 D.   The problem was not that they asked for a king, but that they asked for a king 

as part of their rejection of God.

 E.   But God gave them Saul and their choice set in motion a series of events that 

God would use to usher in the eternal kingdom of God.

God was working even in the people’s choice for king to give rise to His 
eternal kingdom.

II.  How was this so?
 A.   Because no matter whom the people choose, God remains the ultimate king. 

(1 Samuel 8:1–9, 19–22a)

   1.  The problem with the people’s choice was they were rejecting God as 

their king. (1 Samuel 8:7)

   2.  God had revealed from the earliest days that a king would be a signifi-

cant factor in His plan to redeem His people and establish His kingdom. 

     a. He revealed it to Abraham. (Genesis 17:4–6, 15–16)

     b. He revealed it through Jacob. (Genesis 49:8–10)

     c. He revealed it to Moses. (Deuteronomy 17:14–20)

   3. Every earthly king was to be God’s agent, God’s under-shepherd, to lead, 

guide, protect and rule the people under the authority of God.

   4. Earthly leaders would come and go, but God would always be there as 

the ultimate king.

   5. But the people didn’t want God as their king, so God gave them the 

king they chose and all the issues that came with that choice. (1 Samuel 

8:9–22)

   6. We have the same choice to make. Who will be the ultimate king and 

ruler or our nation, life, marriages, families, businesses and church?

     a.  Serving and worshipping self and things other than God only 

leads to loss and bondage.

     b. Serving Jesus as king brings blessing. (Matthew 11:28—30; Psalm 

47; Psalm 33:12-22)

 B.   Because no matter what the people choose, God remains in sovereign con-

trol. (1 Samuel 9:1–2; 10:1, 9–10, 17–24)

   1.  God knows all our choices before we make them and uses those choices 

to accomplish His eternal purposes.

   2.  God knew all that would happen leading up to giving them Saul as king. 

(1 Samuel 10:1–10)

Sermon Outline
Notes

s e p t e m b e r  2 3 ∙ 2 0 18

w e e k  t h r e e

The People 
Choose the King

1 Samuel 8:1–10:27
Pastor Larry Adams



Sermon Reflections

• How does God use our choices to accomplish His purposes and establish His king-

dom?

• God had determined in eternity past that He would establish His kingdom through 

a line of earthly kings. What made the people’s request for a king so evil that Samuel 

was displeased?

• In 1 Samuel 8:6–8, God tells Samuel first that the people have rejected Him and 

then at the end of verse 8, that they were now rejecting Samuel. What does this say 

about Samuel’s ministry, that God would say they reject you like they reject Me?

• The people had a choice to have God as their king or to reject Him. We have that 

same choice to make today. If a person chooses God to be their only king, how will 

that show in the way they live?

• Name some of the ways that God’s sovereignty is seen in 1 Samuel 8–10. How should it 

affect your life to know that God is sovereignly in control of all the events of your life to 

accomplish His eternal purpose?

   3. If Saul had followed God and ruled under God, God would have bless-

ed him and brought the kingdom to David without conflict.

   4.  Saul made choices to abandon God so God sovereignly accomplished 

His plan a different way.

   5.  It had always been God’s plan to establish the reign of Jesus through 

the line of David.

   6.  God told David He would build a “house” (dynasty) for him, leading 

to great David’s greater son, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the King of 

Kings, Jesus. (1 Samuel 7:11–16)

   7.  David’s hope was in the sovereignty of God. (2 Samuel 7:28–29)

   8. We can be confident that God is working sovereignly in our lives and 

circumstances to accomplish His eternal purposes. (Philippians 2:12–16; 

Romans 8:16–30; Zechariah 14:6–9)

III.  Conclusion

1 Samuel 10:24b

“Do you see the man 
Yahweh has chosen? 
There is no one like 
him among all the 
people.”


