
I.   As Saul ascends, Samuel says farewell. (1 Samuel 11–12)

 A.  Saul defeats the Ammonites and is rewarded with a coronation ceremony. (1 

Samuel 11:1–15)

 B.  Samuel gives a farewell speech. (1 Samuel 12:1–18)

   1. Samuel puts himself of trial. (v 1–5)

   2. The people are put on trial. (v 6–18)

 C.  Samuel helps the people to know how they now ought to live. (1 Samuel 

12:19–25)

   1. We should acknowledge our sin and weaknesses. (v 19)

   2. We should serve and follow the Lord.  (v 20–21, 24–25)

   3. All of our obedience should be grounded in God’s purposes. (v 22–23; 

Exodus 19:5; Deuteronomy 7:6–11; 1 Peter 2:9; Revelation 1:5b–6; Isaiah 

48:9–11)

II. The heart of Saul is revealed. (1 Samuel 13-14)

 A.  Saul offers an unlawful sacrifice because of fear. (1 Samuel 13:1–15)

   1. The army was losing men, and Saul was losing his faith. (v 1-9)

   2. Saul’s kingdom will not last, but will be given to a man with a better 

heart for God. (v 12–14)

 B.  Saul’s son Jonathan defeats the Philistines. (1 Samuel 13:16–14:23)

   1. Israel is outnumbered and lacks weapons. (v 16–23)

   2. Jonathan trusts the sovereignty of God. (v 14:1–23)

 C.  Saul makes another bad decision (v 14:24-35), but the innocent people ran-

som the guilty person. (v 14:36–45; Titus 2:14)

III. Saul is rejected as king for rejecting the word of the 
Lord. (1 Samuel 15:1–35)

 A.  Saul is commissioned to carry out God’s justice. (v 1–3)

   1. The ongoing war with the Amalekites (Exodus 17:8–16)

   2. Why were the Amalekites subjects of God’s justice? (Deuteronomy 

25:16–19)

 B.  Saul fails to fully obey God’s commands. (v 4–23)

   1. Saul and the people attempted to improve upon God’s plan. (v 4–9)

   2. In Saul’s mind, his disobedience was really obedience. (v 10–14)

   3. Saul seeks to justify his disobedience. (v 15–16)

   4. Samuel confronts Saul with the truth. (v 17–23)

 C.  Saul’s consequence for rejecting God is the loss of his kingdom. (v 24–35)

   1. Sin and the fear of man (v 24–25)

   2. The kingdom is from from Saul to be given to someone better. (v 26–29)

   3. Samuel’s grief and God’s sorrow (v 34–35)
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Sermon Reflections

• In Samuel’s farewell speech, why does he put himself and the people on trial? What 

is so significant about Samuel’s openness to being examined (12:3)?

• What does it mean that our obedience should be grounded in God’s purposes? 

What does it mean for God to ask “for the sake of His name”? How does that in-

form our obedience?

• Saul made an unlawful sacrifice (13:1–15). Why did he do this? How is fear an enemy 

of faith?

• What is the relationship between faith and the sovereignty of God? How does one 

affect the other?

• How do we see a foreshadowing of Jesus in the story of Jonathan’s ransom?

• Why is partial obedience, full disobedience?  What examples can you come up with 

where we justify our disobedience in one area by commending our obedience in 

another?

• Why is it important for us to know Jesus was perfectly obedient? How does His 

obedient life affect our salvation?

1 Samuel 12:22
For the sake of His 
great name Yahweh 
will not reject His 
people, because 
Yahweh was pleased 
to make you 
His own.


