
I. Introduction
 A.  God makes His choices very differently than people make their choices.

 B.  The people chose Saul. God chooses David, and God’s choice would lead to 

the ultimate King Jesus.

God chooses the King through whom would come our savior, Jesus.

II.  What would be the basis for His choice?
 A.  God chose a king who was a man after His own heart. (1 Samuel 16:7)

   1.  Man looks at the outward appearance but the Lord looks at the heart.

   2. The heart describes a person’s inner nature, their character, who they are 

at their core.

   3. Saul had a heart problem. That is why God would now choose in David, 

a man after His own heart. (1 Samuel 13:13–14; Acts 13:16–22)

   4. David was not sinless. But his heart for God was seen even in his re-

sponse to his sin—no excuses, no blame, no justification—just confession 

and repentance. (2 Samuel 12:13; Psalm 32; Psalm 51)

   5. Paul would go on to say in Acts 13 that Jesus it the ultimate king in Da-

vid’s line with God’s own heart. (Acts 13:22–41)

 B.  God chose a king who was a man of unshakeable faith. (1 Samuel 17:32–37)

   1. All Saul could see was Goliath’s size, armor and skill against David’s 

size, youth and inexperience—certain defeat.

   2. All David could see was God and certain victory.

   3. David knew it wasn’t he who killed the lion and the bear, and it wouldn’t 

be he to triumph over Goliath. It would be God. (1 Samuel 17:41–50)

   4. In the same way Jesus knew that God would triumph over our greatest 

enemy, Satan, and all his weapons of sin, death and the grave.

   5. Jesus is the living stone who crushed Satan’s head and brought us victory.

   6. Now we by faith must believe the message of salvation in Christ alone. 

(Isaiah 53:1; Romans 10:8–17; Hebrews 12:1–3)

     a. Jesus is the pioneer (author, prince, captain) of our faith who is 

faith’s source as well as our leader. 

     b. Jesus is the perfector (finisher) of our faith—He will bring all that 

faith is and all that faith does to perfect completion in Himself.

III. Conclusion
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Sermon Reflections

• What is the heart of man and why is God so concerned about a person’s heart?

• God described David as “a man after my own heart. He will do everything I want 

him to do.” How does even David’s response to his sin with Bathsheba show his 

heart for God? (See Psalm 32 and 51.)

• How do you think God would describe the “heart” He sees in you?

• Read Hebrews 11:1–6. What is faith and why is it essential to living a God-pleasing 

life?

• In the case of Goliath, how were Saul’s faith and David’s faith different? What could 

David see that Saul could not?

• How does God’s victory over Goliath through David point to God’s victory over 

Satan through Jesus?

1 Samuel 16:7b
“For Yahweh sees 
not as man sees: 
man looks on the 
outward appearance, 
but Yahweh looks on 
the heart.”


