
I.  WHO ARE WE? BEING GOSPEL LIGHT TO A WORLD IN 
NEED OF LIGHT IS PART OF OUR CORE IDENTITY.  
(MATTHEW 5:14-16)

 A.  Being light is a foundational part of “who we are” (v. 14), not just one thing 
among many things “we ought to do.” (v. 16)

 B.  Our “being light identity” is “fleshed out” in all of life—our doing, our 
saying, etc. [see entire Matthew ch. 5–7] [c.f. Philippians 2:14–16, 1 Peter 
2:9–10,12; 3:15,16]

 C.  We are fulfilling a key aspect of God’s plan to reach the world by forming a 
people whose identity was “shine before others” 

   1. Genesis 12:2–3 “I will bless you so that you will be a blessing . . . and 
in you all the families of the earth will be blessed.”(ESV) [c.f. Matthew 
5:14,16]

   2. Exodus 19:5 “You shall be my treasured possession among all peoples, 
for all the earth is mine.”(ESV) [cf. 1 Peter 2:9-10]

   3. Deuteronomy 4:6 “for that will be your wisdom and your understand-
ing in the sight of the peoples, who, when they hear all these statutes, 
will say, ‘Surely this great nation is a wise and understanding people.’”

II.  HOW CAN WE? WE ARE REFLECTORS (NOT 
PRODUCERS) OF JESUS, THE UNIQUE GOSPEL LIGHT OF 
THE WORLD.

 A.  Implicit in the context around our text, i.e. Jesus is at the center of the people 
He says “are the light of the world.” [c.f. Matthew 5:1–2]

 B.  Explicit in John 8:12—“I am the light of the world. Whoever follows Me will 
not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” [c.f. 2 Corinthians 4:4–7]

 C.  God’s people were never sufficiently able to live out their “being light” iden-
tity. Isaiah 49:6 “I will also make you a light for the Gentiles, that my salva-
tion may reach to the ends of the earth” is a promise fulfilled first by Jesus 
and secondarily by those who are “in Jesus” by faith.

III. WHERE DO WE? IN LOCAL “FELLOWSHIP” (WITH A 
GLOBAL HEART). 

 A.  Y’all are light, v. 14

 B.  A “city on the hill” implies group of Jesus followers who shines. v. 15

 C.  What are ways – direct or indirect – in which our light ends up “under a 
bowl.”? v. 15

 D.  What kind of things keep us from being the kind of “church family” that can 
be noticed as “light?
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REFLECTIONS
• To what extent is “being light” a part of our core identity as a church? As a Jesus 

Follower? 

• What other perspectives on our “core identity” might tend to displace “being 
light”?

• How might the reminder that “being light” is an identity (not just one task) change 
how we understand “mission”?

• How does this reflector vs. producer distinction speak to the challenge of church/
Christian hypocrisy and/or the charge of arrogant exclusivity (i.e. “THE” light of 
the world?!

• How does this reflector vs. producer distinction both give us hope and keep us 
humble?

• What kind of things keep us from being the kind of “church family” that can be 
noticed as “light?

• Is our “fellowship” “dense” enough?

• Is our “fellowship” “porous” enough? (so that our friends who don’t know Jesus can 
actually see and experience “our love for one another.” c.f. John 13:34–35)

• Are we “different” enough to be noticed as “light”? (c.f. Rosaria Butterfield’s 
“Radical, Ordinary Hospitality” in The Gospel is a House Key)

• Why is it so challenging to cultivate “global hearts?” (v. 14 “the world”)

MATTHEW 5:14–16
“You are the light of the 
world. A town built on 
a hill cannot be hidden. 
Neither do people light 
a lamp and put it under 
a bowl. Instead they put 
it on its stand, and it 
gives light to everyone 
in the house. In the same 
way, let your light shine 
before others, that they 
may see your good deeds 
and glorify your Father in 
heaven.


