
I. The Destructiveness of Jealousy
 A.   The house of Saul loves David, and so do the people.

   1. Jonathan, as crowned prince, loves David. (1 Samuel 18:1–5; 20:17)

   2. The people of Israel love David as their hero. (1 Samuel 18:6–9, 16)

   3. Michal, Saul’s daughter, loves David and becomes his wife. (1 Samuel 

18:20)

 B.  Because David is so loved, Saul erupts with jealousy.

   1. Saul eyes David. (1 Samuel 18:8–9)

   2. Saul seeks to kill David. (1 Samuel 18:10–21, 28–29; 19:1, 8–10; 20:30–31)

   3. Saul knows David is destined to be King. (1 Samuel 15:28; 20:31; 23:17)

II.  David Trains for His Regal Position by Suffering
 A.  David suffers under the threat of his own death. (1 Samuel 19:11–17)

   1. Saul sought to kill David in his own home, but he escapes with help 

from Michal. (v 11–12)

   2. David writes a psalm about his experience. (Psalm 59:1–4, 16–17)

 B.  David suffers by no longer having a home. (1 Samuel 20:42; Matthew 8:20)

   1. David flees to Gath by way of Nob. (1 Samuel 21:1, 8–10; Psalm 56:1–4; 

52:1–3, 8–9)

   2. David flees to the wilderness by way of Keilah to escape Saul. (1 Samuel 

23; Psalm 54:1–4)

 C.  Jesus and His followers suffer. 

   1. Jesus, as our King, knows what it is like to be weak and to suffer. (He-

brews 2:10, 14–18)

   2. Jesus was tempted when He suffered, yet was without sin. We too are 

tempted when we suffer. (Hebrews 4:14–16)

   3. Jesus learned obedience through what He suffered.  We too can learn 

through suffering. (Hebrews 5:7–8)

   4. All who desire to live godly lives will suffer (2 Timothy 3:10–12; 2 Cor-

inthians 4:16–18), and we should expect to suffer on our way to the 

Kingdom. (Acts 14:22; John 16:33)

III.  David Suffered as an Innocent Man
 A.  Saul’s wickedness is revealed.

   1. Saul failed to obey God’s command to execute God’s justice on the 

Amalekites. (1 Samuel 15:18–19)

   2. Saul is able to destroy his own people. (1 Samuel 22:16–19; 21:7)

 B.  David’s innocence is confirmed.

   1. Jonathan defends David’s innocence against Saul. (1 Samuel 19:4–6; 

20:32–33; 23:15–18)

   2. Jonathan confirms his covenant with David. (1 Samuel 20:12–17)
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Sermon Reflections

• What was it that made Saul so jealous of David? Why is jealousy so destructive? 

How are you tempted to be jealous of other people’s success (1 Samuel 18:14–16)?

• What were some of the ways David suffered? How did David’s suffering shape how 

he viewed God (i.e. Psalm 59, 52, 56, 54)? 

• What do you think it means that Jesus learned obedience through what He suf-

fered? How can suffering teach us obedience? What have you learned through 

suffering?

• Why is there temptation that accompanies suffering? What kinds of temptations 

are present in the midst of suffering?

• How does David foreshadow Jesus as our suffering King? What parallels do you 

find particularly helpful? Why?

   3. David pleads his own innocence. (1 Samuel 20:1)

   4. Saul admits David is more righteous than he. (1 Samuel 24:8–22)

 C.  David attracted the marginalized to himself (1 Samuel 22:1-2) and also offers 

solidarity with the afflicted. (1 Samuel 22:20-23)

 D.  David is the suffering King who foreshadows the call of Jesus (Matthew 

11:28–30), who suffered for us and bore our sins so that we might come to 

Him. (1 Peter 2:21–25; 4:12–16; 5:10–11)

1 Samuel 18:14

In everything he did 
he had great success, 
because Yahweh was 
with him.


