
I.  David and wilderness temptations (1 Samuel 24–26)
 A.  David is tempted to take rather than trust God’s word. 

   1. David could have taken Saul’s life and also the throne. (1 Samuel 24:4–7)

   2. David almost avenged his reputation and shed blood. (1 Samuel 25:6–

13, 28–34)

   3. David could have made everything easier. (1 Samuel 26:8–11, 17–21)

 B.  David points us back to Adam and his failure to trust God’s word. (Genesis 

3:1–7)

   1. Satan’s temptation is to be like God. (Genesis 3:1–7)

   2. The promise of a serpent-crushing offspring (Genesis 3:15)

   3. Adam and Eve are exiled for their sin. (Genesis 3:24)

 C.  David points us forward to Jesus’ wilderness temptations. (Matthew 4:1–11)

   1. Jesus’ replies are all quotations from Deuteronomy 6–8.

   2. Jesus was tempted to make it easy and fast-forward God’s plan. (v 8–11)

   3. David had Jonathan and Abigail (1 Samuel 23:16–17); Jesus had angels 

(Matthew 4:11); we have one another (1 Corinthians 12:24b–27; Hebrews 

10:24–25).

II. David goes into exile. (1 Samuel 27–29)
 A.  As the ark of the covenant went into exile, so too does David. (1 Samuel 

4:21–22)

 B.  Meanwhile, Saul is falling further away. (1 Samuel 28)

   1. Afraid, Saul resorts to extreme behavior. (1 Samuel 28:3–7; Deuterono-

my 18:10–11, 15, 18)

   2. Saul seeks reassurance because he doesn’t like what God has already 

said. (1 Samuel 15:28; 28:15–19; Isaiah 30:9–11; 2 Timothy 4:1–4)

   3. God has spoken finally in Jesus. (Hebrews 1:1–4; Acts 3:17–26; Mark 

9:2–7)

III. David liberates the captives. (1 Samuel 30–2 Samuel 1)
 A. David’s family and belongings are taken captive by the Amalekites. (30:1–4)

   1. David recovers what is his. (30:16–19)

   2. David reminds us of Jesus who rescues captive sinners. (Romans 

6:22–23)

 B.  Saul succumbs to God’s enemies, whereas David succeeds. (1 Samuel 31:3–6)

   1. Saul dies against the Philistines, those whom David triumphed.

   2. David has victory over the Amalekites, whom Saul did not triumph. (2 

Samuel 1:1–2)

   3. Jesus does what no one else can: He sets us free from sin and death, 

conquering the enemy. (John 8:31–36; Revelation 5:5, 9–10; 12:10–11)
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Sermon Reflections

• How are the three temptations David experienced like the temptation of Adam and 

Eve, and like the temptation of Jesus?

• What is the root of all temptation? Why do you think that is?

• What is the purpose of exile? What are some examples of exile in the Bible? What is 

the relationship between exile and separation from God? 

• Why does Saul seek a medium? Why is it tempting to seek help apart from God and 

His word? What does it mean to say God has spoken in Jesus (Hebrews 1:1–4)?

• How does David help us better understand Jesus as deliverer? Read Revelation 5:5. 

Why does the apostle John link Jesus to David? What is the importance of this for 

us today?1 Samuel 30:6b

...but David 
strengthened himself 
in Yahweh his God.


