
I.  INTRODUCTION
 A.  It is God’s will that we give thanks in all circumstances. (1 Thessalonians 

5:18)

 B.  Giving thanks is an act of faith in and of itself that pleases God.

 C.  The giving of thanks acknowledges God’s sovereign control over all things.

 D.  No one modeled a life of thanksgiving better than Jesus.

Jesus gave thanks, even for His death, knowing what that death would 
accomplish.

II.  WHAT DID JESUS KNOW ABOUT HIS DEATH THAT MADE 
HIM OFFER THANKS?

 A.  Jesus gave thanks for His death because He knew it would bring glory to 
God. (John 17:1–5)

   1. The primary reason Jesus went to the cross was to bring glory to God. 
(John 17:1)

   2. You and I are called to live and die for the same purpose. (Ephesians 
1:7–14)

   3. All that we are and all that we do is primarily for the praise of His glory.

 B.  Jesus gave thanks for His death because He knew it would bring us to God. 
(1 Peter 3:18a)

   1. God loves us but sin separates us from God and makes relationship 
with God impossible.

   2. All of us have sinned and the wages of sin is death. (Romans 3:23; 6:23)

   3. But God so loved us He gave Jesus to die in our place. (John 3:16)

   4. With the penalty paid, God is now justified to grant us life. 

   5. God is life. Jesus’ death made it possible for us who believe to come to 
God and have eternal life.

   6. We have much to be thankful for.

III. CONCLUSION
 A.  At the Last Supper Jesus sang a hymn before leaving that was full of praise 

and thanksgiving.

 B.  The words are part of the Hallel, Psalms 113–118.

 C.  They begin with praise and end with thanksgiving.

 D.  This is the model and example we remember today in Communion.
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REFLECTIONS
• In 1 Thessalonians 5:18 Paul wrote: “ . . . give thanks in all circumstances, for this is 

God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.” What is the importance of giving thanks that it 
would be the will of God for us in all circumstances?

• How is the giving of thanks an act of faith that pleases God?

• How does Jesus’ giving thanks at the Lord’s Supper help you to understand the 
phrase, “in all circumstances”? What was He thanking the Father for?

• Read John 17:1. What was the primary reason Jesus went to the cross?

• Read Ephesians 1:7–14. What is the primary reason God saved us who believe?

• Jesus gave thanks at the table of remembrance for His death and all it would 
accomplish. What are we thankful for when we come to thank Him at that table?

MATTHEW 26:26–28
Now as they were eating, 
Jesus took bread, and after 
blessing it broke it and 
gave it to the disciples, 
and said, “Take, eat; this 
is my body.” And he took 
a cup, and when he had 
given thanks he gave it 
to them, saying, “Drink 
of it, all of you, for this is 
my blood of the covenant, 
which is poured out for 
many for the forgiveness of 
sins.


