
I. Introduction
 A.  God is totally sovereign over all people, all nations, all things.

 B.  Throughout history God has been in sovereign control of people and events 

to give rise to His king and His kingdom.

 C.  2 Samuel chapters 2–5 is the account of how God sovereignly worked to give 

rise to the reign of King David and ultimately the rise of the reign of King Jesus.

God is the one who sovereignly works to give rise to the reign of His 
king and His kingdom.

II.  How does God do this?
 A.  God gives rise to the king’s reign by sovereignly working through circum-

stances to establish His king.  (2 Samuel 2:1–4b; 5:1–4)

   1.  In the 10th century BC, many wondered who would ultimately be king 

over Israel and Judah.

   2. God sovereignly worked to give rise to the reign of King David – first 

over Judah only. (2 Samuel 2:1–4)

   3. Even though Saul was dead, David waited on God to establish his time 

to reign as king.

   4. Jesus also waited on God for His time to come. (John 2:1–4; 7:1–4, 30; 

12:23–28)

   5. When it was Jesus’ time, He was anointed at Bethany (Matthew 26:6–

13). The next day He rode into Jerusalem as King (John 12:13), just like 

David did (2 Samuel 5:6–10).

   6. There is no doubt. God gave rise to the reign of King David. God will 

give rise to the reign of King Jesus.

 B.  God gives rise to the king’s reign by sovereignly working through circum-

stances to establish His kingdom. (2 Samuel 5:1–4)

   1.  God is building His kingdom and David would sit on his throne in Jeru-

salem but it would be God reigning from His throne in heaven.

   2.  David would be God’s shepherd king leading to the ultimate Shepherd 

King Jesus. (Ezekiel 34:7–16, 22–24; John 10:14–16)

   3.  David saved his people from their Philistine enemies but Jesus will save 

His people from their greatest enemy—sin, death and the grave. (Isaiah 

9:2–7; Luke 1:30–33; Matthew 1:20–23)

   4.  The king’s reign over one kingdom would be centered in Jerusalem. (2 

Samuel 5:6–7, 9–10)

   5.  Jerusalem is the city where King Jesus will be sacrificed, rise again and 

one day return to reign as King of Kings and Lord of Lords.

   6.  There will be one king and one kingdom again. (Revelation 11:15; Zecha-

riah 14:9)

III.  Conclusion
(Ephesians 1:11–12; Philippians 2:12–16a; 1 Peter 1:3–9)
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Sermon Reflections

• What is the sovereignty of God?  How does the truth of God’s sovereign control affect 

you? How does it help to know that God is working in your circumstances to bring 

about His kingdom purposes?

• How was God’s sovereignty seen in His working of circumstances to give rise to the 

king’s reign? Who and what did He control to bring about His sovereign purposes 

and the rise of His king? 

• Read Psalm 33:16–22. David learned to wait upon the Lord. At times when he 

didn’t, it led to great sin and heartache. When God has spoken, how is waiting an 

act of faith? What is the difference between simply waiting, and waiting “in hope for 

the Lord”?

• How is God working in your circumstances right now to reveal in you and through 

you that Jesus is the king?

• What is the kingdom of God? How is God working in our circumstances and op-

portunities to build His kingdom?

• What is the significance of Jesus identifying Himself as the “Good Shepherd” in 

John 10?

• How does it affect you to know you are living in the days of the rise of God’s king-

dom? How are you living in the light of King Jesus’ return?

2 Samuel 5:12

And David knew 

that Yahweh had 

established him 

king over Israel, and 

that he had exalted 

his kingdom for the 

sake of his people 

Israel.


