
I. Introduction
 A.  Although God redeems us from the penalty of sin, the consequences for sin 

often still remain.

 B.  David did not die (penalty) for his sins (2 Samuel 12:13), there were conse-

quences for his sin. (2 Samuel 12:14; 12:10–12)

II.  The guilt and shame of David’s children resembles 
their father’s. (2 Samuel 13) 

 A.  Amnon’s sexual sin is like David’s. (2 Samuel 13:10–11, 14)

   1. Amnon knows he is wrong. (13:2)

   2. Amnon takes Tamar anyway. (13:10–11, 14)

 B.  Tamar is filled with shame, and Amnon knows his guilt. (13:12–13, 15–17)

   1. Tamar recognizes the consequences. (13:12–13)

   2. Amnon is filled with guilt. (13:15–17)

 C.  Guilt and shame in light of the cross

   1. Guilt is the wound, and shame is the scar; one follows the other.

   2. Guilt is absolved by the blood of Jesus. (Colossians 2:13–14)

   3. Hope for those with shame (Hebrews 12:1–2; 1 Peter 3:18; Psalm 16:11; 

Romans 8:15–17, 38–39) 

 D.  Absalom takes matters into his own hands. (13:20–39)

III. David’s exile and grief (2 Samuel 14–18)
 A.  Absalom returns to Jerusalem and conspires against David. (14:1–15:12)

   1. Joab convinces David to allow Absalom to return. (14:1–24)

   2. Absalom impersonates a king and yearns for a kingdom. (14:25–15:12)

 B.  David flees Jerusalem, heading east to the Mount of Olives. (15:13–37)

   1. David entrusts his future to the Lord. (15:24–26, 29)

   2. Loyalty is displayed. (v 19–23; Matthew 26:30–35)

   3. David goes to the Mount of Olives, east of the city, just like Jesus.  

(v 30; Genesis 3:24; Luke 22:39–46)

 C.  David is cursed but does not retaliate. (16:1–15)

   1. Ziba blesses David, but Shimei curses him. (v 5-14)

   2. David is the anointed king who endures cursing and does not retaliate. 

(1 Peter 2:21–24)

 D.  David grieves over the death of his son. (2 Samuel 16:15–18:33)
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Sermon Reflections

• How is the story of David and Bathsheba a precursor to the destructive events that 

follow? How are they similar? How are they different?

• What is guilt? What is shame?  How are they related and how do they differ?  How 

does the gospel confront both guilt and shame?

• What parallels can you identify between David’s exile from Jerusalem and Jesus’ 

betrayal in Gethsemane? What does this teach us about Jesus?

• How is David cursed? Do you think it was justified?  How does David’s experience 

with being cursed point us to Jesus? How are David and Jesus similar, and how do 

they differ in this?

• What has God taught you through this study? How can you pass on what you’ve 

learned to others? 

2 Samuel 14:14

“We must all die; we 

are like water spilled 

on the ground, 

which cannot be 

gathered up again. 

But God will not 

take away life, and 

he devises means so 

that the banished 

one will not remain 

an outcast.”


