
I. Introduction
 A.  Returns are an important part of our lives.

 B.  But of all the returns we’ll ever hope for in life, none will be greater than the 

blessed hope and glorious return of our Lord Jesus Christ—a return fore-

shadowed by King David’s return to Jerusalem.

 C.  David, his family and troops were chased out of Jerusalem during Absalom’s 

rebellion.

 D.  With Absalom dead, David is now ready to return to Jerusalem to reign as 

one king and one kingdom.

We can be confident that just like David, Jesus will return to reign—
one king and one kingdom.

II.  How will Jesus return?
 A.  Like David, Jesus will one day return to reign in grace and truth. (2 Samuel 

19:14–23)

   1.  He demonstrated grace to the rebel Shimei son of Gera. (2 Samuel 

19:16–23; 16:5–16)

   2. He demonstrated his commitment to truth with Mephibosheth. (2 Sam-

uel 19:24–28)

   3. Grace and truth came together in his offer to Barzillai to come and live 

with him in Jerusalem. 

   4. Jesus makes that same offer to sinners who confess, repent and seek His 

grace. (Ephesians 2:1–9; Hebrews 4:14–16)

   5. He reigns in truth and invites those who are His to live with Him in His 

Father’s home. (John 14:1–6)

 B.  Like David, Jesus will one day return to reign in justice and righteousness. (2 

Samuel 21:1–14)

   1. We all want leaders who lead with justice and righteousness.

     a. David meted out justice in Sheba’s rebellion. (2 Samuel 20:1–22)

     b. David demonstrated righteousness in atoning for the sin against 

the Gibeonites. (2 Samuel 21:1–14; Joshua 9:1–20)

   2. When Jesus returns He will reign in justice and righteousness. (Isaiah 

9:6–-7)

   3. God will one day bring all deeds to be exposed. The wicked will be 

judged and the righteous rewarded. (2 Peter 3:1–14)

   4. We may not think justice is being done but it will be when Jesus returns.

   5. Justice will be done and be seen to be done and He will reign in righ-

teousness forever and ever. (Revelation 1:4–8; Isaiah 9:7; 2 Peter 3:13–

14)

III.  Conclusion
(Zechariah 14:9; Revelation 22:20–21)
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Sermon Reflections

• When David was chased from Jerusalem in Absalom’s rebellion it threw Jerusalem 

and all of Israel into turmoil.  How do you think the hope of the king’s return would 

help the people?  How does the hope of the return of Jesus help us to live today?

• In 2 Samuel 16:5-8 we are introduced to the Benjamite Shimei who pelted David 

with rocks  and shouted insults at him as he left Jerusalem.  Yet, David extends grace 

to him when he returns. In 2 Samuel 19, what was Shimei’s response to his sin that 

brought him grace from the king? What does that say about how we should approach 

Jesus in regards to our sin?

• How does it effect how you live, knowing that Jesus will return full of grace, but is also 

the God of truth?

• How does it effect how you live, knowing that Jesus will return as the God of justice 

and righteousness? 2 Peter 3:1-18 gives direction on how we should live in light of this 

truth.

• Why is judgment good and necessary in God’s kingdom?

• How does the hope of the Lord’s return effect your thinking, your priorities, your 

worship, your hope, your faith and service?

2 Samuel 22:31

As for God, His way 

is perfect, Yahweh’s 

word is flawless, He 

shields all who take 

refuge in Him.


