I. INTRODUCTION
A. Details make a difference especially when it comes to a covenant.
B. That is especially true when that covenant is made with God.
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C. The covenant provisions of Leviticus 17 foreshadow the details of the New
Covenant.

Communion reminds us of the covenant details that point the way to
Jesus.

II. WHAT ARE THE DETAILS?
A. Jesus is the only way to God. (Leviticus 17:8–9)
			 1. Old Testament believers were required to bring their sacrifices to one
place, one way. There were not multiple options.

			 2. God had a tabernacle (later a temple) constructed, filled it with His presence and designated an altar in front of it as the only place the people
could come to sacrifice in God’s presence.
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			 3. All of that points to Jesus as being the only sacrifice and the only way to
God. (Hebrews 10:5–7, 10–14; John 14:6; Acts 4:12; Matthew 7:13–14)

			 4. Jesus is the only way to God, a detail no one can afford to miss.
B. Jesus’ blood is the only payment acceptable to God. (Leviticus 17:10–14)
			 1. God said, “It is the blood by way of the life that makes atonement for
your sin.”

			 2. When blood is shed, death occurs and “the wages of sin is death.”
			 3. The sacrifice of animals required their blood be poured out on an altar to
make atonement until the next sacrifice was made. (Even blood spilled
while hunting or preparing a meal had to be treated with respect.)

			 4. Jesus’ blood was poured out on the altar of a cross, but was presented
at the true altar in heaven to make atonement for all sin for all time.
(Hebrews 9:12–15)

			 5. Therefore we are to live in such a way to show respect for the blood of
Jesus. (Hebrews 10:26–29; 1 Corinthians 11:27–32)

			 6. It is only by the blood of Jesus that our sin is atoned for, a detail no one
can afford to miss.

III. CONCLUSION

REFLECTIONS
• When you hear the word “covenant” what things come to mind?

• Why do you think God was so specific when it came to where and how the
sacrifices would be offered?

• What is so significant about the blood of the sacrifice? How does the significance of
blood help us to see the significance of Jesus’ sacrifice?

• Jesus was sacrificed on an altar of a cross, but His blood was presented on the true

altar at the temple in heaven. Read Hebrews 9:12–15. How did the earthly sacrifices

help new covenant believers to understand the difference that Jesus’ sacrifice made
for humanity?

• How does Communion affect our understanding of a right response to the

LEVITICUS 17:11

“For the life of the flesh is
in the blood, and I have
given it for you on the
altar to make atonement
for your souls, for it is
the blood that makes
atonement by the life.”

sacrifice of Jesus? Why did Paul exhort believers to “examine themselves” before
participating in “the Body and Blood of Jesus”? (Hebrews 10:26–29; 1 Corinthians
11:27–32)

