
I.  INTRODUCTION
 A.  It isn’t just how we start the race that matters most, but how we finish.

 B.  Many people start out in their walk with Christ, but some wander away.

 C.  We make commitments to give, pray, serve and obey but not all those commitments 
are kept.

 D.   This is why the apostle Paul encouraged Christians everywhere to be faithful to the 

finish. (2 Corinthians 8:6–12; 9:1–5; Colossians 1:21–23)

True disciples of Christ will remain faithful to the finish.

II. HOW CAN WE DO THAT?
 A.  We can remain faithful to the finish when we set our lives in the right direction. (Co-

lossians 3:1–4)

   1.  People who do not faithfully live for Jesus can have a life that gets off course.

   2.  Paul said we were to focus on “things above where Christ is.”

   3.  There is a direct connection between what we believe about Jesus and how we 
live for Jesus.

   4.  Paul said, “Set your hearts ... set your minds on things above where Christ is ...”

     a.  Earnestly desire the things of Christ and to be like Him. 

     b.  He is your new identity.

     1.  You died with Him. (3:3; Galatians 2:20; 2 Cor 5:14-15)

     2.  You are raised with Him. (3:1; Romans 6:5-13)

     3.  Your life is hidden in Him. (3:3; Matthew 5:14-16)

     4.  Christ is your life. (3:4)

   5.  We are to be in the world, not of it. Set your life in the right direction—above 
with Christ, not on earthly things.

 B.  We can remain faithful to the finish by guarding our lives with the right deaths.  (Co-
lossians 3:5–11)

   1.  The sins, desires and priorities of our sinful self can take over and choke out 
devotion to Christ.

   2.  We must put those things to death and rid them from our lives.

   3.  The deeds of the flesh are obvious and they must be put off and the new self put 
on—the new person Christ created us and saved us to be. 

 C.  We can remain faithful to the finish by clothing ourselves with the right dress. (Colos-
sians 3:12–14)

   1.  It isn’t enough to just put off the old, we must put on the new.

   2.  It is not enough to focus on sinning less, we must focus on becoming like Jesus.

   3. “Clothe ourselves”—it is a choice to yield our lives to Jesus and let Him dress us 
in His righteousness, conduct and love.

 D.  We can remain faithful to the finish by filling our lives with the right deposits. (Colos-
sians 3:15–17)

   1.  If we are not filled with Christ, His peace and His word, we are living in our 
own strength and will soon run out of gas.
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REFLECTIONS
• Why does the apostle Paul exhort so many people to faithfully finish to the end the 

commitments they make to Christ?  What happens when believers do not finish well?

• Paul told the Colossian church that in order to stay faithful, they needed to set their 
hearts and minds on things above. What did he mean by that? Why is it so essential 
to live our lives from God’s perspective and in the light of eternity, rather than just 
the here and now?

• What does it mean to put to death whatever belongs to our earthly nature? Read the 
list of the fleshly attributes in Colossians 3:5-10. How are we to put these things to 
death and rid them from our lives?

• Paul’s focus is not just on what we put off, but what we put on. In Colossians 3:12-14 
Paul describes the new clothes we are to dress ourselves with. What is significant 
about these attributes and why are they essential to the faithfulness of every 
Christian? How do we put on these attributes of Christ? 

• Paul says the peace of Christ and the Word of Christ must rule in our heart and 
dwell in us richly.  What will be the evidence in our life that the peace of Christ and 
the message of Christ is filling our lives?

• What commitments have you made to Jesus that He wants you to finish faithfully?

COLOSSIANS 3:17
And whatever you 
do, in word or deed, do 
everything in the name 
of the Lord Jesus, giving 
thanks to God the Father 
through him.

     a. The peace of Christ rules in our hearts—is the “umpire” that lets us know 
when things aren’t right.

     b. The word (message) of Christ dwells in us richly—it is the word that teach-
es, rebukes, corrects and trains in righteousness.

   2.  The further we get from the peace of Christ and the Word of Christ, the more 
vulnerable we become to drifting away from God and not finishing.

III. CONCLUSION 
It’s not just how we start the race that matters most, but how we finish.

2 Timothy 4:6–8


