
I.  INTRODUCTION
 A.  We have two objectives in this study:

   1.  to become better Bible readers

   2. to grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ (2 
Peter 3:18; John 17:3)

 B.  What is a covenant?

   1.  “A chosen relationship in which two parties make binding promises to 
each other.” 
—Thomas Schreiner

   2.  The concept of covenant cannot be ignored. (Matthew 26:27–28; Matthew 
1:1; Hebrews 9:15)

II.  Becoming better Bible readers
 A.  Covenants were mediated by famous Bible characters.

 B. Each covenant builds upon previous covenants while anticipating more in the 
future. 

   1.  Continuity and discontinuity (Genesis 1:28, 9:1; Exodus 1:7; Luke 1:32–33)

   2.  Typology (Romans 5:14; Galatians 3:16)

 C.  The covenantal pattern of scripture reveals God and what He is like.

   1.  The covenant does not establish the relationship, but governs it. (Genesis 
6:11–14a, 9:7–17, 12:1–4a, 15:18; Exodus 3:10, 19:4–6; Deuteronomy 4:13.)

   2.  Covenant and God’s love go hand-in-hand. (Exodus 33:17-23, 34:1, 4-8, 10)

III.  Experiencing God’s love
 A.  We cannot love an unknown person, so we should know Yahweh, that we 

might love Him.  (Jeremiah 9:23–24; Exodus 34:6-7; Psalm 103:11-12, 17-18; 
John 17:3)

 B.  A covenant is a chosen relationship. (Deuteronomy 7:6-13a)

 C.  How do we experience God’s “Hesed”?

   1. We experience it in Christ (I John 4:7-10)

   2. We experience it in the church. (1 John 4:11-12, 15-16, 18-21)

IV.  Exhortation (Hebrews 13:20–21)
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REFLECTIONS
• In your own words, describe what a covenant is. How is a covenant relational?

• Why shouldn’t we ignore the concept of covenant? Why should we study the 
covenants?

• How does studying the covenants help us become better Bible readers?

• What is the covenantal pattern that reveals what God is like and how He works? How 
do covenants and God’s love relate to one another?

• How do we experience God’s “Hesed”? Why is it significant that God reveals His name?

JEREMIAH 9:23–24
Thus says the Lord: “Let not the 
wise man boast in his wisdom, 
let not the mighty man boast in 
his might, let not the rich man 
boast in his riches, but let him 
who boasts boast in this, that 
he understands and knows me, 
that I am the Lord who practices 
steadfast love, justice, and 
righteousness in the earth. For in 
these things I delight, declares 
the Lord.”


