
I.  INTRODUCTION
 A.  God is a relational God so we should not be surprised that God created crea-

tures in His image with the capacity to enjoy relationship with Him.

 B.  God entered into a covenant with Adam as the representative head of humanity 
and laid down the terms for this love relationship to flourish.

God’s covenant with Adam reveals His love and the purpose for which 
we were created.

II.  What purpose for humanity and cre-
ation is seen in this covenant with 
Adam?

 A.  The Adamic Covenant reveals that we were created to worship in relationship 
with God. (Genesis 1:26–27)

   1.  We were created in the image and likeness of God.

   2.  All other creatures were created “after their kind,” but we were created 
to be like God’s kind – not that we are gods but we are unique in that we 
bear His likeness.

   3.  We were thus created to have relationship with God and with others who 
bear His image.

   4.  Marriage was to be a picture of this covenant with Adam and would be a 
picture of Christ’s relationship with His bride the church. (Genesis 2:20b–
24; John 13:34–-35; 1 John 4:7–12, 17–21)

   5.  We as part of that bride are to multiply, fill the earth, and subdue it for 
the glory of God.

 B.  The Adamic Covenant reveals that we were created to worship in service for 
God. (Genesis 1:28)

   1.  We were created to worship (demonstrate His worth) through joyful acts 
of service.

   2. Adam and Eve were given opportunity to:

     a. Be fruitful and increase in number

     b. Fill the earth and subdue it

     c. Rule over all creation (work it and care for it)

   3.  We were created for good works. (Ephesians 2:8–10)

 C.  The Adamic Covenant reveals that we were created to worship in obedience to 
God. (Genesis 2:15–17)

   1.  The covenant with Adam came with specific boundaries that were put in 
place for our good and protection.

   2.  The Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil became the symbol of this cove-
nant and its boundaries.

   3.  “Do not eat of this tree or you will die” . . . you will be separated from 
God and the life He gives. (Genesis 2:16–17)

   4.  Obedience to God would be the test and proof of our love and loyalty to 
God. (Deuteronomy 30:15–20; John 14:15)
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REFLECTIONS
• Why is it important to know that God is a relational God who has lived forever in a re-

lational tri-unity of Father, Son and Holy Spirit?  How does God’s relational experience 
in the Godhead help you understand His purpose in creating mankind in His image?

• What does it mean to be made in God’s image? How does that fact add inestimable 
worth to humanity and set us apart as unique in all of God’s creation?

• What works of service did God create Adam to do? How does knowing this help us to 
understand the works we were created to do? (Ephesians 2:8-10)

• Why is obedience to God such an important covenantal boundary?  Why is it essential 
to understand that we don’t obey to be loved and to obtain blessing, but we obey God 
because we are loved and He has blessed us?

• Why is marriage between a man and a woman called a covenant?  How is covenant 
marriage a picture of the covenant between God and Adam, and between Christ and 
His bride the church?

   5.  Up to this time Adam had known only good. Disobedience would now 
make him know evil—and would bring a curse that destroyed all the 
blessings God promised if they obeyed. (Genesis 3:14–19, 21–24)

III.  Conclusion
 A. What was lost in Adam is being restored in Christ. (Romans 5:8; 1 Peter 2:9–12; 

1 Corinthians 15:22)

 B.  You and I as New Covenant believers are to live to:

     1. Worship in relationship with God

     2. Worship in service for God

     3. Worship in obedience to God

Revelation 22:1-5

GENESIS 1:28
And God blessed them. And God 
said to them, “Be fruitful and 
multiply and fill the earth and 
subdue it, and have dominion 
over the fish of the sea and over 
the birds of the heavens and over 
every living thing that moves on 
the earth.”


