I. 		 Yahweh’s covenant with Abraham
A. Yahweh calls Abraham (Genesis 12:1–4a, 7)
			 1. Abraham was called by God. (Hebrews 11:8)
			 2. Abraham was an ungodly idolater when he was called. (Joshua 24:2)
B. Yahweh makes a covenant with Abraham (Genesis 15:1–14, 17–21)
			 1. Abraham receives a promise of offspring. (15:1–5)
			 2. Abraham’s faith is the standard of biblical faith. (15:6; Romans 4:3; James
2:23)
			 3. Abraham receives a promise of land. (15:7)
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			 4. A covenant ceremony guarantees the covenant and its promises. (15:8–14,
17–21)
C. Yahweh seals the covenant with a sign. (Genesis 17:1–10)
			 1. There are conditions given to Abraham. (17:1–2, 9–11)
			 2. Yahweh reiterates what the covenant promises involve. (17:3–8)
			 3. The sign serves as a reminder of the covenant, and indicates who is in and
who is not. (17:14)
D. Yahweh tests Abraham’s faith and covenant loyalty. (Genesis 22:1–3, 7–8, 11–13,
15–18)
			 1. Abraham’s faith is put to the test. (22:1–3, 7–8)
			 2. Abraham passes the test. (22:11–13)
			 3. Yahweh confirms His covenant. (22:15–18)

II. How the Abrahamic Covenant
unfolds
A. The descendants of Abraham hope for the promised land. (Genesis 50:24;
Exodus 3–8; Deuteronomy 7:22–24; 34:4)
B. The promise is fulfilled. (Joshua 11:23; 21:43–45)
C. The promise fulfilled in a greater way, but also a greater hope.
			 1. Jesus is the offspring of Abraham. (Galatians 3:16)
			 2. Jesus provides hope for the New Heavens and New Earth. (Isaiah 66:22–
23; 2 Peter 3:13; Romans 8:22–25)

III. By faith, we are the offspring of
Abraham. (Romans 4)
A. Who are the children of Abraham?
			 1. In one sense, they are the Jewish people. (Romans 4:1; John 8:33, 37)
			 2. In another sense, the children of Abraham are those who believe. (Romans
2:28–29; 9:6–8; Galatians 3:7–9)
B. Children of Abraham are those who have faith like Abraham (Romans 4:1–5,
9–12)
			 1. Abraham is counted righteous by faith, not by works. (Romans 4:1–5,
9–10)

			 2. Circumcision in the Abrahamic Covenant foreshadows baptism in the New
Covenant. (4:11–2; Colossians 2:11–12)
C. We receive what is promised by grace through faith. (Romans 4:13, 16–25)
			 1. We receive the promise of the world – New Heavens and New Earth. (4:13)
			 2. The promises are guaranteed because they rest on God, not us. (4:16–25)

IV. We have a sure and steadfast anchor.
(Hebrews 6:13–19a)

REFLECTIONS
• Summarize the covenant with Abraham using the four Genesis passages as a reference.

• How did Abraham’s relationship with Yahweh progress over time? Why is it important to
know that Abraham was an ungodly idolater before he was “the man of faith”?

• Why did God test Abraham’s covenant loyalty? How can this test help us when we face
similar tests (see 1 Peter 1:3–9)?

• How is Jesus the offspring of Abraham? How does Jesus provide hope of the New Heavens and New Earth?

• Who are the children of Abraham? How does circumcision foreshadow baptism? In each
case, what precedes the sign? Why is that important to know?

GENESIS 15:6

And he believed Yahweh,
and He counted it to him as
righteousness.

• How can we be sure that we will receive the promises of God?

