
I. Introduction
 A.  God kept His promise to Abraham and formed Israel as a new nation and His 

treasured possession.

 B.  He chose Israel in keeping with His promise not because there was anything 
special about them but because He loved them.

 C.  As they came to live in the Promised Land, God gave them the covenant terms 
in the Ten Commandments.

 D.  This new nation Israel was to be the new Adam, being a witness and testifying 
to all the nations of the earth.

The Mosaic Covenant defined God’s law on how to live as God’s trea-
sured possession in the Promised Land.

II. How were they to live?
 A.  Israel was to live as a kingdom of priests. (Exodus 19:5–7; 20:1–7)

   1.  They were to be a nation of mediators between God and man.

   2.  The first four commandments show how Israel was to live in covenant 
relationship with Him. (Exodus 10:1–11)

   3.  The Sabbath would be the sign of this covenant serving as a weekly re-
minder that the people find their life and rest in the Person of God. 

   4.  Now that God has fulfilled those commands of the law in Christ, we who 
are in Christ live as a kingdom of priests. (1 Peter 2:4–10)

 B.  Israel was to live as a holy nation. (Exodus 19:5–7; 10:12–17)

   1.  A nation that was to be sacred, separate from others nations, distinct and 
set apart by God for His special purpose. (Deuteronomy 7:6–11; 14:1–2; 
26:16–19)

   2.  The last six commandments detail how Israel was to live as a holy nation. 
(Exodus 20:12–17)

   3.  The people pledged to live by the commands but ultimately failed repeat-
edly to do so.

   4.  Outward obedience and physical circumcision of the flesh couldn’t 
change the people’s hearts.

     a.  So God pledged a New Covenant with a circumcision of the heart 
by the Spirit of God.  (Jeremiah 31:31–34; Romans 2:28–29)

     b.  The law could not save anyone or make them new people. Only 
Christ can fulfill the law and make us new people.  (Romans 
3:19–20; 4:14–15; 5:20–21; Matthew 5:17; Romans 10:1–4; 3:21–26)

   5.  We who are in Christ are a new creation called to live as a kingdom of 
priests and a holy nation. (1 Peter 2:4–12; Romans 8:1–4)

III. Conclusion
Romans 11:33–36
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REFLECTIONS
• God framed His covenant with Moses and Israel around Ten Commandments. Why did 

God give the commandments to this new nation headed to the Promised Land?

• What is the role of a priest and how was Israel to serve God as a kingdom of priests?

• How do the first four commandments relate to the nation living in relationship with God 
as His priests?

• How do the last six commandments relate to the people living as a holy nation set apart 
for God?

• How are the Ten Commandments fulfilled in the life of a believer today?

• Read 1 Peter 2:4–25. What is our true identity in Christ as New Covenant people and how 
are we to live as a kingdom of priests and a holy nation?

EXODUS 6:7
“I will take you to be my people, 
and I will be your God, and you 
shall know that I am Yahweh 
your God, who has brought you 
out from under the burdens of 
the Egyptians.”


