i. introduction

A. In Ruth, we see the hidden work of God to prepare the way for Christ. (Ruth
4:18–21)

			 1. The Christ will be the offspring of Abraham and David. (Matthew 1:1)
			 2. But Christ’s ancestry is less than pristine. (Matthew 1:5–6; Joshua 2:1;
6:17)
B. We also see the hidden work of God in all circumstances. (Ruth 1:6; 4:13)
			 1. The only two explicit references to God’s work are at the beginning
and end.
			 2. Everything between is the hidden hand of God.
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ii. the significance of ruth's setting (ruth 1:1-5)
A. Ruth’s time and place (v 1)

			 1. The days of the judges was not a good time. (Judges 21:25)
			 2. The Promised Land is without provisions.
B. What is in a name? (v 2)
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			 1. Elimelech = God is king; Naomi = pleasant
			 2. Ruth = refreshing
C. A challenge to faith leads to a bad decision. (v 2–5)
			 1. Elimelech leaves God’s land and God’s people for Moab. (v 1)
			 2. While in Moab, tragedy strikes. (v 3–5)

iii. naomi's appeal and two responses (ruth 1:6-18)
A. The trio of widows set out to return to Judah. (v 6–7)

B. Naomi makes her first appeal for her daughters-in-law to return to Moab. (v
8–10)
			 1. Naomi prays for the blessing of Hesed for them. (v 8)
			 2. Naomi wants them to start over because she has nothing to offer but
faith in Yahweh. (v 9)
C. Naomi’s second appeal is more forceful, which results in two different responses. (v 10–14)
			 1. Naomi lays before them the reality that there is no obvious future for
them. (v 11–13b)
			 2. The hand of God has made Naomi bitter. She cannot see the hidden
hand of God at work for her good. (v 13c; Deuteronomy 25:5–10)
			 3. Orpah returns to Moab; Ruth clings to Naomi. (v 14)
D. Naomi’s third appeal and Ruth’s response. (v 15–18)
			 1. The radical commitment to a people and their God. (v 15–17)
			 2. Ruth lays down her life for Naomi, foreshadowing her future offspring
(John 15:13) and demonstrating what discipleship is. (1 John 3:16;
Luke 9:23–25).

Ruth 1:16
But Ruth said, “Do not urge me
to leave you or to return from
following you. For where you go
I will go, and where you lodge
I will lodge. Your people shall
be my people, and your God my
God.”

reflections
• From the two genealogies (one in Ruth and other in Matthew), what do they teach us
about God’s providence? How can Jesus’ sullied ancestry be a source of encouragement?

• Why was Elimelech’s decision to go to Moab a bad one? How does God use that bad
decision to carry on His good plan? How has God used a bad decision you made to
accomplish something good in your life?

• Where do Naomi’s three appeals take place? Why is that significant?

• What does Ruth’s response to Naomi teach us about her future offspring, Jesus?
What does she teach us about discipleship?

• Why do you think a commitment to God is also a commitment to His people? How
can a commitment, or lack of commitment, to God’s people reflect our commitment
to God?

