i. naomi and ruth return to bethlehem. (ruth 1:19-22)
A. Naomi is no longer the woman she used to be. (v. 19–21)

			 1. The whole town is stirred up. (v. 19)
			 2. Naomi has become bitter. (v. 20–21)
B. They arrive at perfect time—barley harvest. (v. 22)

ii. introducing boaz (ruth 2:1-7)
A. Boaz is a worthy man (v. 1, 4)

B. Ruth is gleaning to support herself and Naomi. (v. 2–3)
			 1. Gleaning laws and Ruth as foreigner. (Deut. 24:17a; 19; Lev. 19:9–10)
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			 2. Gleaning is a source of provision.
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C. Ruth is a worthy woman. (v. 5–7)

iii. `boaz and ruth encounter one another. (ruth 2:817a)
A. Boaz becomes a great provider and protector. (v. 8–9)
B. A foreigner finds favor. (v.10–13)
			 1. Ruth asks why she is being treated so. (v.10)
			 2. Boaz gives the reason: because Ruth took refuge in Yahweh. (v. 11–12)
			 3. Ruth responds with gratitude and awe. (v. 13)
C. Boaz goes beyond the letter of the law all the way to grace. (v.14–17a)
			 1. Ruth is invited to be among Boaz’s company. (v. 14)
			 2. Ruth is satisfied by Boaz’s provision. (v. 14)
			 3. Boaz institutes his reapers to intentionally give her provision. (v.
15–16)
			 4. Ruth demonstrates her godly character—a response to grace. (v. 17a)

iv. boaz points us to jesus' work in redemption.

Ruth 2:12
“The Lord repay you for what you
have done, and a full reward be
given you by the Lord, the God
of Israel, under whose wings you
have come to take refuge!”

reflections
• What is the significance of Naomi’s name being changed? What does that teach us
about her experience?

• When Naomi says, “I went away full, and the Lord has brought me back empty”,
what does she mean? How would you describe Naomi’s theology?

• What does it mean that Boaz is a “worthy man”? How can that phrase shape our
view of biblical manhood?

• What are the gleaning laws (Leviticus 19:9–10; Deuteronomy 24:17–22)? What are
the responsibilities of the poor and the landowners? Why does God refer to this law
as justice?

• How does Boaz answer to Ruth’s question (Ruth 2:10) affect Ruth? What does this
teach us about grace? How is gratitude the proper response to grace?

• How does Boaz point us to Jesus? How can Boaz help us understand Jesus more
fully?

