
i. review and introduction
 A.  The role of Sovereignty and Providence

 B.  Our Covenant God (Yahweh) and covenant love (Hesed)

 C.  We are left with a cliff hanger at this point in the story of redemption (Ruth 

3:14–18)

   1.  Boaz provides a “deposit” for Ruth and Naomi (Ruth 3:15; Ephesians 

1:7–14)

   2.  Redemption hangs in limbo for Ruth and Naomi (Ruth 3:16–17)

   3.  But Boaz is a worthy man who will accomplish what he sets out to do 

(Ruth 3:18; Isaiah 46:10; Psalm 33:11; Proverbs 19:21; Jeremiah 1:12b)

ii.   boaz at the gate to settle the matter of redemp-
tion (ruth 4:1-12)

 A.  The nameless redeemer arrives at the gate (Ruth 4:1–2)

 B.  Boaz presents the situation (Ruth 4:3–6)

   1.  The nameless redeemer can purchase the land from Naomi (Ruth 

4:3–4, Numbers 27:11)

   2.  Boaz almost loses Ruth because of his righteousness (Ruth 4:4), but he 

mentions marrying Ruth and producing an heir (Ruth 4:5; Deuterono-

my 25:5–6)

   3.  Boaz is given the right of redemption (Ruth 4:6)

 C.  Boaz recounts the transaction and it is confirmed (Ruth 4:7–10) 

   1.  The custom of confirmation is enacted (Ruth 4:7–8)

   2.  Boaz reiterates his purchase of land (Ruth 4:9)

   3.  Boaz reiterates his redemption of Ruth to produce an offspring to in-

herit Naomi’s land (Ruth 4:10)

 D.  Elders, as witnesses, confirm and bless the redemption (Ruth 4:11–12; Gen-

esis 12:1–13; 2 Samuel 7)

   1.  The Elders pray for Ruth to be fruitful and multiply (Ruth 4:11)

   2.  They pray for Boaz to have a great name (Ruth 4:11)

   3.  They pray for Boaz and Ruth to have offspring (Ruth 4:12)

iii. redemption accomplished: a bride (the church) is 
redeemed

 A.  This custom has all the elements of covenant

 B.  Communion reminds us of the redemption Jesus accomplished for his bride

   1.  Communion reminds us of the New Covenant (Matthew 26:26–28; 1 

Corinthians 11:23–26)

   2.  The New Covenant is redemption accomplished (Hebrews 9:12; Ro-

mans 3:22b–25a; Revelation 5:9–10; Acts 20:28; Ephesians 5:25)

 C.  Communion reminds us that we wait for our Redeemer to return for his 

bride (Luke 21:28; Romans; 8:23–24a; 1 John 3:2; Philippians 3:20–21)
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reflections
• What is the relationship between Divine Covenants and the Sovereignty and Provi-

dence of God? Do you think it’s possible for God to not only be a covenant-making 

but also covenant-keeping God and not also be Sovereign? Why, or why not? 

• How does the deposit Boaz gave to Ruth foreshadow the deposit of the Holy Spirit 

given to us? 

• How does the redemption custom of Boaz at the gate function as a covenant enact-

ment?

• What are the similarities between Boaz’s redemption of a bride and Jesus’ redemp-

tion of a bride?

• How do redemption, covenant, and God’s sovereignty work together? What might 

we lose if any one of those is missing? What might we gain by understanding the 

relationship and necessity of those three things?

Ruth 4:9–10
Then Boaz said to the elders 

and all the people, “You are 

witnesses this day that I have 

bought from the hand of Naomi 

all that belonged to Elimelech 

and all that belonged to Chilion 

and to Mahlon. Also Ruth the 

Moabite, the widow of Mahlon, 

I have bought to be my wife, to 

perpetuate the name of the dead 

in his inheritance, that the name 

of the dead may not be cut off 

from among his brothers and 

from the gate of his native place. 

You are witnesses this day.”


