
I. INTRODUCTION 
 A.  Some messages we hear seem foolish.

 B.  The message of the cross seems foolish to those who are perishing but it is 
the power of God to those who are being saved. 

Communion is a precious reminder of the power of God in the 
message of cross. 

II. WHAT IS THE MESSAGE?
 A.  The message of the cross is there is only one way to God. (John 14:1–6)

   1.  Most people like options so when there is only one way to something 
people think it’s foolish.  

   2.  But Jesus made it clear there is only one way to God and that way is 
Him. (John 14:1–6)

   3.  Jesus said the way to destruction is wide and many are going that way. 
The way to life is narrow and only few find it. (Matthew 7:13–14)

   4.  If you have believed the message of the cross you are coming to God His 
way and you are being saved by God’s power. 

 B.  The message of the cross is we are powerless to save ourselves. (Romans 
5:6–11)

   1.  Sometimes no matter how badly we want to be able to do something we 
are powerless to carry it out. 

   2.  We often want to do something to save ourselves but we can’t—the sin 
problem is too big.

     a.  We are powerless—“Feeble, weak, impotent”

     b.  All our human efforts only leave us dead in our sin and dead 
people are powerless to save themselves. (Romans 3:23; Ephesians 
2:1)

   3.  The rich young ruler (Matthew 19:16–26) asked Jesus, “What must I do 
to inherit eternal life?” Jesus said, “With man it is impossible but not 
with God…”

   4.  That’s why we need a savior and in Jesus we have one. (Romans 6:23; 
Romans 10:9–13; Romans 5:6–11)

   5.  If you have believed the message of the cross you are being saved by the 
power of God and not your own. 

III. CONCLUSION: ROMANS 1:16; 1 CORINTHIANS 1:17–25
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REFLECTIONS
• What is the message of the cross and why is believing that message essential for 

salvation?

• Read 1 Corinthians 2:6–16. Why is the message of the cross foolishness to those who 
are perishing? According to this passage, who or what is required for a person to 
accept the things of God and believe? 

• How is the message of the cross the power of God for salvation to those who 
believe? What is it in the message that is the power of God? (See Romans 1:16–17)

• What does it mean to be powerless and dead in our transgressions and sins? Why is 
it essential to understand that we are powerless and dead in or sins? 

• Read Titus 3:3–8. Who saves us? How does He save us? Why does He save us?

• Salvation is wholly a work of God by the power of God and not of ourselves. Read 1 
Corinthians 1:18–31. What should be our response to these amazing truths? 

1 CORINTHIANS 1:17–18
For Christ did not send me 
to baptize but to preach 
the gospel, and not with 
words of eloquent wisdom, 
lest the cross of Christ be 
emptied of its power.

For the word of the cross 
is folly to those who are 
perishing, but to us who 
are being saved it is the 
power of God.


