
I. KNOWING GOD IS ESSENTIAL (2 Peter 
1:1-2; 3:15-18)

 A.  Grace and peace are multiplied to us through knowing God. (2 Peter 1:2)

 B.  Growing in grace and knowledge of God provides stability (2 Peter 3:15–18)

 C.  Knowing God is life, and is more precious than anything else (John 17:3; Philippians 
3:7–11)

II. REMEMBER THE GOSPEL FOUNDATION 
(2 Peter 1:12; 10b, 9, 8; 3-7)

 A.  We are quick to forget so we must always be reminded. (2 Peter 1:12)

   1.  What are the qualities Peter has in mind? (2 Peter 1:12)

   2.  Whatever they are, they keep you from falling (2 Peter 1:10b)

   3.  If you don’t have them you are blind (2 Peter 1:9)

   4.  Having them keeps you from being unfruitful (2 Peter 1:8)

 B.  We must remember what God has done (2 Peter 1:3–4)

   1.  God has granted us all things that pertain to life and godliness through knowl-
edge of Him (2 Peter 1:3)

   2.  By this grant, He has also granted us His precious and great promises (2 Peter 
1:4a)

   3.  So that by believing God we have eternal life and escape death (2 Peter 1:4)

 C.  “These qualities” supplement faith in the gospel, they do not substitute it (2 Peter 
1:5–7)

   1.  What does Peter mean by “For this very reason…”? (2 Peter 1:5)

   2.  Each quality flows from faith in the gospel (2 Peter 1:5–7; Philippians 1:6, 
2:12–13)

III. THE BENEFIT, MOTIVATION, AND CALL  
   TO ACTION (2 Peter 1:8-11)

 A.  Benefit: effective and fruitful in our knowledge of Christ (2 Peter 1:8)

   1.  We want our faith to be fruitful

   2.  We experience seasons of fruitlessness, so remember the gospel!

 B.  Motivation: don’t lack these qualities by forgetting the gospel and forfeiting the bene-
fits (2 Peter 1:9; Colossians 1:19–23; Ephesians 4:17–24)

 C.  Call to action: confirm your calling and election by diligently practicing these quali-
ties so that you will enter Christ’s eternal kingdom (2 Peter 1:10–11; 1 John 2:19)
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SERMON REFLECTIONS
• According to Peter, how are grace and peace multiplied to us? How does that help us better 

understand what it means to follow Jesus? 

• What is the relationship between the gospel and daily life with Christ? Why do we need to 
constantly be reminded of the gospel? What do we risk if we neglect the gospel in our daily 
life with Christ?

• What does it mean that the qualities Peter lists are to be supplements? Why is it important to 
know that these qualities are to supplement faith? 

• What is the benefit, motivation, and call to action in 2 Peter 1:8–11? How do you suppose we 
can diligently practice these qualities? 

• What role does the gospel play in our diligent practice of these qualities? How can we know if 
we’re forgetting the gospel? How can we be like Peter, helping others remember the Gospel? 

2 Peter 1:5–10
For this very reason, make 
every effort to supplement 
your faith with virtue, and 
virtue with knowledge, 6 
and knowledge with self-
control, and self-control 
with steadfastness, and 
steadfastness with godliness, 
7 and godliness with 
brotherly affection, and 
brotherly affection with love. 
8 For if these qualities are 
yours and are increasing, 
they keep you from being 
ineffective or unfruitful in 
the knowledge of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 9 For whoever 
lacks these qualities is so 
nearsighted that he is blind, 
having forgotten that he was 
cleansed from his former 
sins. 10 Therefore, brothers, 
be all the more diligent to 
confirm your calling and 
election, for if you practice 
these qualities you will 
never fall.


