
I.   A GREAT MAN WITH A GREAT PROBLEM (2 Kings 5:1–5)
 A.  Who is Naaman? (2 Kings 5:1)

   1.  A great man with a great reputation (2 Kings 5:1)

   2.  A brave man who the Lord gave victory (2 Kings 5:1)

   3.  A leper—a diseased outcast (2 Kings 5:1)

 B.  A solution emerges for Naaman (2 Kings 5:2–5)

   1.  A servant girl from Israel becomes a messenger of hope (2 Kings 5:2–3)

   2.  Naaman requests leave from the king of Syria (2 Kings 5:4)

   3.  Naaman prepares himself to be cured (2 Kings 5:5)

II.  THE GREATER PROBLEM OF SELF IMPORTANCE 
(2 Kings 5:6–8)

 A.  Naaman arrives in Israel (2 Kings 5:6)

   1.  Contrary to the news told to Naaman, he goes to the king of Israel not 
the prophet (2 Kings 5:6; 3)

   2.  The important, dignified man seeks the company of other dignitaries 
(Romans 12:3; 16b)

 B.  The king of Israel despairs of being put in God’s place (2 Kings 5:7–8)

III. THE GLORIOUSLY ORDINARY SOLUTION 
(2 Kings 5:9–14)

 A.  Naaman arrives at Elisha’s house with great expectations (2 Kings 5:9–12)

   1.  Naaman arrives with all his qualifications and justifications (2 Kings 
5:9)

   2.  But he is greeted by a lowly messenger (2 Kings 5:10)

   3.  Like Naaman, we believe we are owed impressive things and are angry 
when expectations are not met (2 Kings 5:11–12)

 B.  Naaman’s idolatry is exposed by his servants (2 Kings 5:13)

   1.  The greatness of Naaman’s solution falls from of the lips of the lowly (2 
Kings 5:13; 5:3,10; 1 Corinthians 1:26–31)

   2.  We, like Naaman, lust for extraordinary and great things; this lust for 
status and experience is idolatry (2 Kings 5:13; Colossians 3:5; 1 John 
5:21)

 C.  The end of idolatry is the beginning of joy (2 Kings 5:14)

   1.  Naaman obeys and is restored (2 Kings 5:14)

   2.  Jesus us the Great Restorer (Matthew 11:2–6)

   3.  Jesus refreshes and will ultimately restore (Acts 3:19–21)
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REFLECTIONS
• In your own words, how would you explain what idolatry is? How can we diagnose 

idolatry in our own lives? What are you prone to idolize?

• How does the idol of success destroy a person? What effect can that have on those 
around the person who idolizes success?

• Why do you think our culture prioritizes big things, extraordinary things? How 
can our lust for the extraordinary distract our view of the gospel? 

• How does the gospel destroy the idol of success and achievement? 

• How can we flee idolatry (1 Corinthians 10:14) and keep ourselves free from idols of 
the heart (1 John 5:21)? 

2 KINGS 5:10–14
And Elisha sent a messenger 
to him, saying, “Go and wash 
in the Jordan seven times, and 
your flesh shall be restored, and 
you shall be clean.” 11 But 
Naaman was angry and went 
away, saying, “Behold, I thought 
that he would surely come out 
to me and stand and call upon 
the name of the Lord his God, 
and wave his hand over the 
place and cure the leper. Are not 
Abana and Pharpar, the rivers 
of Damascus, better than all the 
waters of Israel? Could I not 
wash in them and be clean?” So 
he turned and went away in a 
rage. 13 But his servants came 
near and said to him, “My father, 
it is a great word the prophet 
has spoken to you; will you not 
do it? Has he actually said to 
you, ‘Wash, and be clean’?” 14 
So he went down and dipped 
himself seven times in the Jordan, 
according to the word of the 
man of God, and his flesh was 
restored like the flesh of a little 
child, and he was clean.


