
I.  SETTING UP THE QUESTION (Mark 12:18–23)
 A.  People and their presuppositions (Mark 12:18)

   1.  Who are the Sadducees?

   2.  What were their presuppositions? (Mark 12:8; Acts 23:6–8)

 B.  Revealing the authoritative source (Mark 12:19)

   1.  Sadducees held that only the first five books are authoritative

   2.  So, they question Jesus about the law (Deuteronomy. 25:5–6)

 C.  Jesus is given a hypothetical situation (Mark 12:20–22)

 D.  The Sadducees ask their question (Mark 12:23)

   1.  Their point is to discredit Jesus through humiliation by showing the 

absurdity of believing in the resurrection (1 Peter 3:15; Colossians 4:5–6)

   2.  Their strategy is to show the absurd complexity of belief in the 

resurrection

II.  JESUS RESPONDS TO THE QUESTION 
(Mark 12:24–27)

 A.  Jesus’ assessment of the situation: They are wrong on two accounts (Mark 

12:24)

   1.  They don’t know the scriptures (Romans 1:1–2)

   2.  They don’t know the power of God (Romans 1:3–6)

 B.  Jesus informs them of the power of God (Mark 12:25; Hebrews 2:5–8; 1 Corinthi-

ans 6:3; 1 Peter 1:12)

   1.  The resurrection life is not an extension of this life (John 11:25; 6:39-40)

   2.  Marriage isn’t present in heaven

   3.  We will be like angels (notice: we do not become angels) (Philippians 

3:20–21)

 C.  Jesus, using their own source of authority, corrects them (Mark 12:26–27)

   1.  Jesus refers to Exodus 3:6 to show God remains the God of the 

Patriarchs, which can only be possible if they are still alive

   2.  By using a common authority, Jesus establishes common ground and his 

answer is more persuasive

III. ARE WE WRONG?
 A.  As we approach scripture, acknowledge our presuppositions and let God deter-

mine His own plans and work

 B.  We are not wrong about the gospel (1 Corinthians 15:12–19). Christ is risen!

 C.  We must be ready to answer questions; but to do so gently and respectfully 

while not pandering to cultural pressure
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SERMON REFLECTIONS
• What are presuppositions? How do they affect how we read the bible? What are 

some presuppositions you have?

• What goal did the Sadducees have in mind when they asked Jesus this question? 

Why do you think they had that goal? Were they successful in achieving it?

• What were the two reasons Jesus said the Sadducees were wrong? How is Jesus’ 

response counter-cultural today?

• How does Jesus go about both connecting and informing the Sadducees? What 

implications can we draw for our lives from Jesus’ response?

• Of the three application points, which do you want to pursue more? How will you 

start that pursuit?

MARK 12:24–27
Jesus said to them, “Is this 
not the reason you are 
wrong, because you know 
neither the Scriptures nor 
the power of God? 25 For 
when they rise from the 
dead, they neither marry nor 
are given in marriage, but 
are like angels in heaven. 26 
And as for the dead being 
raised, have you not read in 
the book of Moses, in the 
passage about the bush, how 
God spoke to him, saying, ‘I 
am the God of Abraham, and 
the God of Isaac, and the 
God of Jacob’? 27 He is not 
God of the dead, but of the 
living. You are quite wrong.”


