
I.   DIALOGUE BETWEEN JESUS AND A RICH MAN (Mark 
10:17–22)

 A.  A heartfelt question and Jesus’ initial answer (Mark 10:17–19)

   1.  The man has a sincere question for Jesus (Mark 10:17)

   2.  He wants to know how to be saved 

(Mark 10:17)

   3.  But Jesus points out a flaw in the man’s presuppositions (Mark 10:18)

   4.  Jesus gives the common understanding of solution: obedience flows from 

a heart oriented toward God (Mark 10:19)

 B.  The man affirms his obedience but senses his nagging lack (Mark 10:20–21; 

Matthew 19:20)

   1.  The man affirms that he has obeyed the law toward others, but still 

senses he is missing something (Matthew 19:20)

   2.  Jesus doesn’t argue with the man’s obedience but highlights the lack 

(Mark 10:21)

   3.  Jesus identifies one thing he lacks: vertical obedience to end his idolatry 

(Mark 10:21)

 C.  We see God’s love in action (Mark 10:21–22)

   1.  Jesus loved this man, so he spoke to him about what he needed (Mark 

10:21)

   2.  Is it possible for God’s love to discourage us? Yes. (Mark 10:22)

II.  JESUS TEACHES ON WEALTH AND THE KINGDOM 
(Mark 10:23–31)

 A.  How difficult it is to enter the kingdom (Mark 10:23–25)

   1.  The wealthy find it difficult became self-denial is hard (Mark 10:23)

   2.  Jesus repeats the difficulty for emphasis since the common understand-

ing is that wealth is the sign off God’s favor (Mark 10:24)

   3.  Jesus’ exaggerated illustration (Mark 10:25)

 B.  The disciples are astonished and ask the all-important question: Who can be 

saved? (Mark 10:26–27)

   1.  Jesus drops a bombshell… (Mark 10:25)

   2.  …which prompts a response and question (Mark 10:26)

   3.  Only God saves. Only the one who looks to Jesus and away from them-

selves can be saved (Mark 10:27; John 3:14–18; 6:40)

 C.  Peter’s comment and Jesus’ promise (Mark 10:28–31)

   1.  Those who deny themselves lose nothing (Mark 10:28–29)

   2.  We gain each other and the promises of God. (Mark 10:30–31; 3:33–35)
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SERMON REFLECTIONS
• How do we know the young man was sincere about his question? What do you think 

prompted him to ask his question? 

• Why did Jesus mention that “only God is good”?  How does Jesus’ comment relate to 

his answer that salvation is only possible with God?

• What did the man lack? How did his wealth become an idol? What should the man do 

to overcome his idolatry? Do you think Jesus has external or internal obedience in 

mind ultimately? Why?

• What does this interaction teach us about God’s love? Is it possible for God to love 

us and for us to feel bad because He has? Why, or why not?

• Why was it is so hard for the disciples to embrace the idea that it’s hard for the 

wealthy to inherit eternal life? How does Jesus call into question the presuppositions 

of the wealthy man, and also the disciples? 

• What has God taught you through this question? 

MARK 10:17–22
And as he was setting out 
on his journey, a man ran 
up and knelt before him and 
asked him, “Good Teacher, 
what must I do to inherit 
eternal life?” 18 And Jesus 
said to him, “Why do you call 
me good? No one is good 
except God alone. 19 You 
know the commandments: ‘Do 
not murder, Do not commit 
adultery, Do not steal, Do 
not bear false witness, Do 
not defraud, Honor your 
father and mother.’” 20 And 
he said to him, “Teacher, all 
these I have kept from my 
youth.” 21 And Jesus, looking 
at him, loved him, and said 
to him, “You lack one thing: 
go, sell all that you have 
and give to the poor, and 
you will have treasure in 
heaven; and come, follow 
me.” 22 Disheartened by 
the saying, he went away 
sorrowful, for he had great 
possessions.


