
I. Eternal Life And Neighbor Love (Luke 10:25–29)
 A.  Jesus is put to the test by a lawyer (Luke 10:25)

   1.  Lawyers are experts in the scriptures

   2.  The question isn’t genuine, but meant to expose Jesus

 B.  Jesus offers a counter-question and the lawyer answers (Luke 10:26–27)

   1.  We can learn a great deal about others by asking questions 

   2.  The lawyer provides a scriptural answer (Deuteronomy 6:5; Leviticus 19:18)

   3.  This is not the only time the law is summarized by love (Matthew 22:34–

40)

 C.  We cannot love and also look for loopholes (Luke 10:28–29)

   1.  Jesus commends the man and also gives him a command (Luke 10:28; 

Galatians 3:10, 13; 5:13–14)

   2.  Legalists look for loopholes to see what minimum must be done, not 

because they are eager for obedience (Luke 10:29)

   3.  The lawyer’s question implies that there are some who do not qualify as 

“neighbors” and need not be loved (Leviticus 19:17–18; 19:33–34)

II. WHO IS MY NEIGHBOR? (Luke 10:29–37)
 A.  Jesus tells a story to provide a vivid answer (Luke 10:29–35)

   1.  The setting of the story (Luke 10:30)

   2.  Two likely candidates we expect to help do not help (Luke 10:31–32)

   3.  A very unlikely person helps, exploding our paradigms (Luke 10:33)

   4.  Neighbor love will require sacrifice (Luke 10:34–35)

 B.  Jesus asks a better question (Luke 10:36–37)

   1.   The question reorients the thoughts to what kind of neighbor am I? (Luke 

10:36)

   2.  We cannot control who our neighbors are, but we can control what kind of 

neighbor we are (Luke 10:37)

 C.  Jesus is the better neighbor 

   1.  Jesus loves us (1 John 3:14–18)

   2.  Jesus serves us (Mark 10:43–45)

   3.  Jesus extends mercy to us (Titus 3:4–7)

   4.  Jesus heals us (1 Peter 2:21–24)
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SERMON REFLECTIONS
• What is the greatest commandment? Why is this command a summary of the entire 

law? 

• What is the connection between fulfilling the law through love and eternal life? Does 

your love save you? Why does Jesus say “do this and you will live”?

• What does the lawyer assume when he asks the question, “who is my neighbor?” Why 

is this assumption out of step with neighbor love?

• What are the characteristics of neighbor love? Assess your own life. How are you 

doing regarding loving your neighbors? Where are the areas you would like to see 

growth?

• How is Jesus the better neighbor? 

LUKE 10:25–28
And behold, a lawyer stood 
up to put him to the test, 
saying, “Teacher, what shall 
I do to inherit eternal life?” 
26 He said to him, “What is 
written in the Law? How 
do you read it?” 27 And he 
answered, “You shall love 
the Lord your God with 
all your heart and with all 
your soul and with all your 
strength and with all your 
mind, and your neighbor as 
yourself.” 28 And he said 
to him, “You have answered 
correctly; do this, and you 
will live.”


