
I. HOSPITALITY AS WELCOME AND RECEPTION
 A.  All hospitality includes “welcome”

 B.  Welcome and reception go hand-in-hand (Luke 15:1-3)

 C.  Hospitality defined: generously leveraging our resources in loving service to others for the 

glory of God.

II. A WELCOME TO THE LOWLY                      
(ROMANS 15:7; MATTHEW 18:1-5]

 A.  We are called to welcome others AS Christ has welcomed us (Romans 15:7)

 B.  Jesus welcomes (receives) children (Matthew 18:1-4)

   1.  Children are dependent on others (Matthew 18:3)

   2.  Children are of low social standing (Matthew 18:4)

   3.  Those who are like children – humble, lowly, dependent – are to be welcomed and 

received (Matthew 18:5; Mark 9:33-37)

   4.  Our welcome and reception has important spiritual implications and, potentially, great 

impact (Mark 9:37)

III. HOSPITALITY LINKS LOVE AND SERVICE                
(1 PETER 4:8-11)

 A.  We constantly pursue on earnest love (1 Peter 4:8)

   1.  Love is the jewel of Christian life (1 Corinthians 13:1-3, 13; John 13:35)

   2.  Love must be constant (1 Corinthians 13:7)

   3.  Love must be earnestly sought and given (1 Peter 1:22-25)

 B.  Hospitality links love and service together (1 Peter 4:9)

   1.  Love of neighbor and serving go hand-in-hand (1 John 3:14-18)

   2.  Loving service of others demonstrates our faith (James 2:14-17)

   3.  We will be tempted to grumble, but we must remember the gospel: in Christ, sacrifice, 

grace, and hospitality converge. He will supply the grace (1 Peter 4:9, 11), and we 

receive the joy. (Acts 20:35)
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SERMON REFLECTIONS
• Define hospitality. What do each of the components of the definition mean?

• What does it mean to welcome others AS Christ has welcomed us? How might we welcome others 

like Christ welcomed us?

• What is the significance of Jesus welcoming a child? What was Jesus teaching when he received 

the children who came to him? How does this help us understand hospitality?

• How is hospitality a link between love and service? What is the significance of love for the Christian 

life? Why should we earnestly seek to love others?

• What is our aim in serving others? (Hint: there are two)

• When we are tempted to grumble, how can we apply the gospel to help us continue to show 

hospitality?

1 PETER 4:10-11
As each has received a gift, 
use it to serve one another, 
as good stewards of God’s 
varied grace: whoever speaks, 
as one who speaks oracles of 
God; whoever serves, as one 
who serves by the strength 
that God supplies—in order 
that in everything God may 
be glorified through Jesus 
Christ. To him belong glory 
and dominion forever and ever. 
Amen.


