
I. LOVE IS THE OVERFLOW OF JOY IN GOD
 A.  Hospitality is the point at which love and service meet. (1 Peter 4:8-11)

 B.  Love is the overflow of joy in God that gladly meets the needs of others. 

(Hebrews 12:2; Acts 20:35; Philippians 1:25-26)

 C.  We earnestly pray that the nations will be glad in God. (Psalm 67:3-4)

II. EXTRAORDINARY POWER OF THE GOSPEL IN 
ORDINARY HOSPITALITY (ACTS 10)

 A.  Cornelius has a vision. (Acts 10:1-6)

 B.  Peter has a vision (Acts 10:9-16) and the plan of God unfolds. (Acts 10:17-23a)

   1.  Peter’s vision is about table fellowship and Jew-Gentile relationship.

   2.  God has begun the work of welcoming Gentiles.

 C.  Ordinary hospitality as the context for gospel ministry. (Acts 10:24-29; 34-48)

   1.  Cornelius open his home to friends and family. (Acts 10:24)

   2.  Peter preaches the gospel (Acts 10:34-43): the life, death, and 

resurrection of Jesus, and the call to faith and repentance.

   3.  The gospel is the power of salvation (Romans 1: 16) whereby the Spirit 

comes and the people respond in baptism. (Acts 10:44-48)

III. HOSPITALITY IS THE POWER OF THE GOSPEL MADE 
VISIBLE 

 A.  How did Peter process the Cornelius experience? (Acts 15:1-2; 4-11)

   1.  A false teaching arose. (Acts 15:1, 5)

   2.  The gospel overcomes divisions (Acts 15:6-11): racial divisions, social 

divisions, customary divisions. 

 B.  The church is to make the gospel visible. (Galatians 3:27-28; Colossians 2:9-17)

   1.  The societal barriers are broken down.

   2.  We are identified by our union with Christ, not our race, our gender, our 

work, or our social standing.

   3.  We are to love one another to display the gospel’s power.

 C.  We display the power of the gospel through ordinary hospitality. (Acts 28:30-

31; Ephesians 3:6-10)
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SERMON REFLECTIONS
• What is the relationship between missions (Global Outreach) and joy? Why do we 

earnestly pray for the nations to be glad?

• How does Acts 10 exhibit ordinary hospitality? What is the significance of “table 

fellowship” in ordinary hospitality? How are food and fellowship related?

• Summarize the gospel message Peter preached. What are the different elements?  

What was the sequence of what happened? Why do you think the sequence is 

significant?

• How does hospitality display the power of the gospel? Why is it important that the 

church makes the gospel visible through hospitality?

• How can you practice ordinary hospitality to display the power of the gospel? 

What are some obstacles you anticipate? How does the gospel help you overcome 

these obstacles?

ACTS 18:30-31
30 He lived there two 
whole years at his own 
expense, and welcomed 
all who came to him, 31 
proclaiming the kingdom 
of God and teaching about 
the Lord Jesus Christ with 
all boldness and without 
hindrance.


