
I. AN OVERVIEW OF GALATIANS
 A. Three major themes of the book:

   1. The gospel Paul taught is the true gospel; to reject Paul’s gospel is to 
reject the gospel (Galatians 1:1–2:21)

   2. Paul’s defense of the gospel from both experience (Galatians 3:1-5) 
and scripture (Galatians 3:6–4:31)

   3. The call to live in the freedom of the gospel by God’s grace through 
faith in Christ according to the Spirit (Galatians 5:1-6:18)

 B.  The tone of the letter is stern and urgent (Galatians 1:6; 3:1; 4:9–11, 16, 
19–20; 5:7, 12)

II.  PAUL DEFENDS HIS APOSTOLIC 
AUTHORITY (GALATIANS 1:1–2)

 A.  Paul is an Apostle because God assigned him to be one (Galatians 1:1)

   1. What is an Apostle? (1 Corinthians 9:1)

   2. Paul has needed to defend himself more than once (Galatians 1:1, 11; 
1 Corinthians 9; 2 Corinthians 10–11)

 B.  Paul’s apostleship does not have human origins (Galatians 1:1)

   1. Paul’s apostleship was given him by God (Acts 9:5–6, 15–16; Galatians 
1:12)

   2. If Jesus gave Paul his apostleship, and Paul said it was not from man, 
then Paul affirms Jesus is divine (Galatians 1:1)

III. GRACE AND PEACE IS OURS 
(GALATIANS 1:3–5)

 A.  Paul prays that both grace and peace will be given from God (Galatians 1:3)

 B.  How is it that grace and peace are ours?

   1. It is according to the will of God our Father (Galatians 1:4d; Acts 
2:23–24; Ephesians 1:3–14)

   2. Jesus gave himself . . .(Galatians 1:4a; John 10:17–18)

   3.  . . . for our sins . . . (Galatians 1:4b; 1 Corinthians 15:3; 1 Peter 2:24)

   4.  . . . to deliver us from the present evil age (Galatians 1:4c; Romans 
12:1–2; Titus 2:11–14)

 C.  Freedom has dawned with the coming of Christ

   1. The gospel centers on Christ crucified and risen for our salvation 
(1 Corinthians 15:1–4)

   2. Through faith in the gospel, we are set free from sin and its power 
(Romans 6:22–23; 8:1–2)
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sermon reflections
1.  What is the tone of Galatians? How might this affect how we should read the 

letter?

2.  How did Paul become an Apostle? What is an Apostle? Why do you think Paul’s 
apostleship and authority are being questioned? (Hint: 1 Corinthians 15:8)

3.  How does grace and peace come to us?

4.  Analyze Galatians 1:4. What are some of the theological truths we learn from 
this verse?

5.  What does it mean to say, that “freedom has dawned” with the coming of 
Christ?

Galatians 1:1–5
Paul, an apostle—not from 
men nor through man, but 
through Jesus Christ and 
God the Father, who raised 
him from the dead— 2 and 
all the brothers who are 
with me,

To the churches of Galatia:

3 Grace to you and peace 
from God our Father and 
the Lord Jesus Christ, 4 
who gave himself for our 
sins to deliver us from the 
present evil age, according 
to the will of our God and 
Father, 5 to whom be the 
glory forever and ever. 
Amen.


