
I. INTRODUCTION
 A.  Paul is writing because troublemakers have begun to distort the gospel 

(Galatians 1:6–7)

 B.  There is no other gospel than the one Paul preached (Galatians 1:9)

 C.  The reason Paul can say that is because the gospel he preaches he received 
from Jesus (Galatians 1:11–12; 1:1)

II.  WHEN PAUL AND HIS GOSPEL RECEIVE 
AFFIRMATION (GALATIANS 1:16–2:10)

 A.  Paul did not immediately consult with anyone and was relatively unknown 
(Galatians 1:16–24)

   1. He didn’t immediately consult with anyone (Galatians 1:16-17), 
instead he went to Arabia and Damascus (Acts 9:20–25)

   2. Then, after three years, he went to Jerusalem but had limited contact 
with Peter and James (Galatians 1:18–20; Acts 9:26–28)

   3. Paul was personally unknown, but rumors swirled (Galatians 1:21–24)

 B.  Paul set forth the gospel he preached (Galatians 2:1–6)

   1. Fourteen years after his conversion, Paul goes to Jerusalem again 
(Galatians 2:1–2; Acts 11:27–30)

   2. For the sake of the truth of the gospel, they didn’t yield to pressure 
(Galatians 2:3–5)

   3. The influential Apostles added nothing to Paul’s gospel (Galatians 2:6)

 C.  Both Paul’s gospel and Paul’s apostolic authority are affirmed by the 
Apostles (Galatians 2:7-10)

   1. Paul’s calling and commissioning by God’s grace is recognized 
(Galatians 2:7–9)

   2. The only instruction is to remember the poor (Galatians 2:10; Acts 
20:35)

III. WE MUST BATTLE FOR GOSPEL FREEDOM 
(GALATIANS 2:11–14)

 A.  Paul had to confront Peter (Galatians 2:11)

 B.  Paul had to do it because Peter was being hypocritical and causing others to 
do the same. (Galatians 2:12–13)

   1. Peter was eating with Gentiles freely (Galatians 2:12)

   2. Until the fear and pressure became too much (Galatians 2:13; 
Galatians 1:10)

 C.  What Peter was doing was out of step with the gospel (Galatians 2:14; 
Ephesians 2:11–22)
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sermon reflections
1. Why do you think Paul spent so much time going over the details of what 

happened to him after conversion? What difference does it make to Paul’s 
argument?

2. What was so significant about Titus not being circumcised? How did this 
preserve the truth of the gospel?

3. When Paul put forward the gospel, what was the result? What is the significance 
that the Apostles added nothing to Paul? 

4. What pressure did Paul and Titus face that was contrary to the gospel? How 
have you experienced pressure from things contrary to the gospel? 

5.Why did Paul have to confront Peter? How was Peter out of step with the gospel? 
What examples can you think of that are out of step with the gospel?

Galatians 2:2–5
I went up because of a 
revelation and set before 
them (though privately 
before those who seemed 
influential) the gospel 
that I proclaim among the 
Gentiles, in order to make 
sure I was not running or 
had not run in vain. 3 But 
even Titus, who was with 
me, was not forced to be 
circumcised, though he was 
a Greek. 4 Yet because 
of false brothers secretly 
brought in—who slipped in 
to spy out our freedom that 
we have in Christ Jesus, 
so that they might bring us 
into slavery— 5 to them we 
did not yield in submission 
even for a moment, so 
that the truth of the gospel 
might be preserved for you. 


