
I. INTRODUCTION
 A.  Paul is a true Apostle no matter what people may say (Galatians 1:1)

 B.  Paul has Apostolic authority to both preach the gospel (Galatians 2:7–9) 
and to correct according to the truth of the gospel (Galatians 2:11–14; 2 
Corinthians 13:10)

 C.  Distorting what the gospel is (Galatians 1:6–7) leads to a distortion of what 
the gospel does (Galatians 2:14; Ephesians 2:14–16)

II. ENCOUNTERING THE HEART OF THE 
GOSPEL (GALATIANS 2:15–16)

 A.  Paul acknowledges the special status Jews had as God’s covenant people 
(Galatians 2:15; Ephesians 2:11–12)

 B.  How is a person justified? (Galatians 2:16a)

   1. What does justified mean?

   2. A person is not justified by works of the law…

   3. … but [a person is justified] through faith in Jesus Christ. 

 C.  How should a person respond to this? (Galatians 2:16b, 16c)

   1. Since one knows how to be justified, it is fitting to respond accordingly 
(Galatians 2:16b)

   2. The purpose of responding accordingly is so that a person is justified 
truly (Galatians 2:16c)

 D.  Why should a person rightly respond to the proper way to be justified? 
(Galatians 2:16d)

III. NO LONGER I, BUT CHRIST (GALATIANS 
2:17–21)

 A.  Does justification by faith promote sin? (Galatians 2:17–19)

   1. Those who oppose justification by faith say it promotes sin (Galatians 
2:17)

   2. Returning to the law proves transgression (Galatians 2:18; Romans 
5:20–6:2)

   3. If we died to the law so that the we can live to God, then why would 
we return to the law? (Galatians 2:19; Romans 8:2–4)

 B.  In what sense have we died to the law and live to God? (Galatians 2:20)

   1. We are united with Christ in his death to the law, and in his 
resurrection to new life (Galatians 2:20a, 20b; 4:4)

   2. The life we now live is marked by faith in Christ rather than works of 
the law (Galatians 2:20c; Romans 7:4–6)

   3. This new life is what the gospel does, and it flows out of what the 
gospel is (Galatians 2:20d; 1:4)

 C.  If righteousness could be found outside of Christ, then he died for no 
reason (Galatians 2:21)
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sermon reflections
1.  In your own words, what does it mean to be justified? (See study guide p. 67) 

What is the difference between pursuing justification by works of the law and 
justification through faith in Jesus?

2.  What is the fitting response to knowing that a person is not justified by works 
of the law? What does it mean to believe in Jesus? How can we know if we are 
trusting Christ for our justification?

3.  What is the law powerless to do (Romans 8:2–4)? What is one of the purposes 
of the law (Romans 5:20)? Since these two things are true, why is it foolish to 
return to the law?

4. In what sense have we died to the law and live to God?

5.  How does Galatians 2:20 teach what the gospel is and what the gospel does?

Galatians 2:15–21
We ourselves are Jews 
by birth and not Gentile 
sinners; 16 yet we know 
that a person is not 
justified[a] by works of the 
law but through faith in 
Jesus Christ, so we also 
have believed in Christ 
Jesus, in order to be 
justified by faith in Christ 
and not by works of the 
law, because by works 
of the law no one will be 
justified.

17 But if, in our endeavor 
to be justified in Christ, 
we too were found to be 
sinners, is Christ then a 
servant of sin? Certainly 
not! For if I rebuild what I 
tore down, I prove myself 
to be a transgressor. 19 
For through the law I died 
to the law, so that I might 
live to God. 20 I have been 
crucified with Christ. It is 
no longer I who live, but 
Christ who lives in me. And 
the life I now live in the 
flesh I live by faith in the 
Son of God, who loved me 
and gave himself for me. 21 
I do not nullify the grace of 
God, for if righteousness 
were through the law, then 
Christ died for no purpose.


