
I.  A PERSON IS JUSTIFIED BY FAITH IN JESUS 
CHRIST 
(GALATIANS 3:1–5)

 A.  We know that no one is justified by law-works (Galatians 2:16), and yet we 
can be easily led astray (Galatians 3:1)

 B.  Paul encourages self-reflection (Galatians 3:2–4)

   1. How was the Spirit received? (Galatians 3:2; Ephesians 1:13–14)

   2. How do you plan to progress in the Christian life? (Galatians 3:3; 2:20; 
Romans 8:5–6, 13–14)

   3. How can you think you suffered for nothing?  (Galatians 3:4; 2:21)

 C.  What conclusion ought we to draw? (Galatians 3:5)

   1. If the Spirit’s presence indicates the beginning of new life… (Galatians 
3:2; Acts 15:8)

   2. … and if you received the Spirit, thus indicating new life… 

   3. … and the Spirit is supplied by hearing the gospel with faith, then why 
would turn to law-works? (Romans 6:21–22)

II.  THE ENTRANCE TO GOD’S PEOPLE IS 
FAITH 
(GALATIANS 3:6–9)

 A.  Even for Abraham, justification is by faith (Galatians 3:6)

 B.  Both belonging to God’s people and receiving Abraham’s blessing comes by 
faith (Galatians 3:7–9)

   1. Belonging to Abrahams’s family (God’s people) is by faith (Galatians 
3:7)

   2. Receiving Abraham’s blessing is by faith (Galatians 3:8–9)

III. CHRIST BECAME A CURSE FOR US 
(GALATIANS 3:10–14)

 A.  Those who rely on law-works are cursed (Galatians 3:10–12)

   1. Because one must obey all things perfectly (Galatians 3:10)

   2. Because no one is justified by law-works (Galatians 3:11; 2:16)

   3. Because the approaches of law-works and faith in Jesus are 
incompatible (Galatians 3:12)

 B.  Those who trust in Christ are blessed (Galatians 3:13–14)

   1. Because Christ redeems believers from the law’s curse by being our 
substitutionary atonement (Galatians 3:13; 2 Corinthians 5:21)

   2. So, those who have faith in Jesus receive Abraham’s blessing 
(Galatians 3:14)

 C.  In Communion, we remember that Jesus became a curse for us, so that 
through faith in him, we are justified
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sermon reflections
1.  How is the Spirit received? How would you answer the question, “how do we 

know if we’ve received the Spirit”? 

2.  What is the relationship between justification and sanctification? What might 
this tell us about the role of the gospel in both justification and sanctification? 

3.  What are some examples of pursuing sanctification by law-works? What are 
some examples of pursuing sanctification by faith in Jesus? How can you 
encourage others to pursue sanctification by faith?

4.  How does one receive membership into God’s people and also the blessing of 
Abraham? What, ultimately, is “Abraham’s blessing”? (Read Hebrews 11:8–16)

5.  Why are those who rely on law-works cursed? Why are those who trust in 
Christ blessed?

6.  How can communion help us fight against being justified or sanctified by law-
works? 

Galatians 3:10–14
For all who rely on works 
of the law are under a 
curse; for it is written, 
“Cursed be everyone who 
does not abide by all 
things written in the Book 
of the Law, and do them.” 
11 Now it is evident that 
no one is justified before 
God by the law, for “The 
righteous shall live by 
faith.” 12 But the law is not 
of faith, rather “The one 
who does them shall live by 
them.” 13 Christ redeemed 
us from the curse of the 
law by becoming a curse 
for us—for it is written, 
“Cursed is everyone who 
is hanged on a tree”— 14 
so that in Christ Jesus the 
blessing of Abraham might 
come to the Gentiles, so 
that we might receive the 
promised Spirit through 
faith.


