
I. OVERVIEW OF THE PASSAGE 
 A.  Galatians 3:10 establishes our context

 B. This passage answers two questions pertaining to the law

   1. Why did God give us the law in the first place? 

     a. The law offered guidance to sinners in need of guidance 

     b. The law established that no human being is capable of attaining 
righteousness

   2. How do we find freedom from our slavery to the law?

II. WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF THE LAW?
 A.  Shifting your understanding of the law

   1. The law was never intended to establish righteousness 

 B.  An illustration to explain the law (3:15–17)

   1. A covenant or a will cannot be altered after it is ratified

   2. God’s covenant with Abraham is not annulled by the law  

   3. The promises are secured not through the law, but through Christ

 C.  The law functions in a positive sense 

   1. It offers guidance (3:19, 24)

   2. The morality established in the Old Testament and reiterated in the 
New Testament continues to offer guidance to Christians

 D.  The law functions in a negative sense 

   1. It helps us understand our need for grace (3:21–22)

   2. The puts everyone on equal footing 

   3. Since all types of people need grace, Christ came to offer grace to all 
types of people (3:25–29)

III. HOW CAN WE OBTAIN FREEDOM FROM 
THE LAW?

 A.  The law is compared to a master (4:1–2)

   1. All people are enslaved under the law

   2. Christ is the heir of the master 

   3. Christ is like all people enslaved to the law in that he lived under the 
law

 B.  Christ offers freedom from the law (4:3–5)

   1. Christ fulfilled the law perfectly 

   2. Christ secured deliverance to the law through his obedience

 C.  Christ transforms his people into coheirs of the promise He inherited 
(4:6–7)

   1. There is now freedom from the law 

   2. Implications for the people of God 
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sermon reflections
1. Before hearing this message, how would you have explained the purpose of the 

law? Has your understanding of the law changed since hearing this message? 

2. According to the passage, what are non-Christians enslaved to? 

3. In what ways do you find yourself being tempted into thinking that you must 
prove yourself to God? 

4. How has Jesus rescued us from our slavery? 

5. In what ways have you been comforted by the fact that followers of Christ have 
been adopted into the family of God? 

Galatians 3:23–29
Now before faith came, we 
were held captive under 
the law, imprisoned until 
the coming faith would be 
revealed. 24 So then, the 
law was our guardian until 
Christ came, in order that 
we might be justified by 
faith. 25 But now that faith 
has come, we are no longer 
under a guardian, 26 for 
in Christ Jesus you are 
all sons of God, through 
faith. 27 For as many of 
you as were baptized into 
Christ have put on Christ. 
28 There is neither Jew 
nor Greek, there is neither 
slave nor free, there is no 
male and female, for you 
are all one in Christ Jesus. 
29 And if you are Christ’s, 
then you are Abraham’s 
offspring, heirs according 
to promise.


