
I. HAVE YOU CONSIDERED WHAT SCRIPTURE 
SAYS? 
(GALATIANS 4:21–30)

 A.  Paul recounts from scripture that Abraham had two sons (Galatians 4:21–
23)

   1. Since the troublemakers and the Jews put confidence in their heritage 
traced to Abraham, Paul reminds them that Abraham had two sons 
(Galatians 4:21–22)

   2. Paul contrasts the two sons according to the status of their mothers 
(Galatians 4:22) and according to their manner of birth (Galatians 
4:23; Genesis 16–18)

 B.  Paul gives the interpretation by emphasizing polarity (Galatians 4:24–27)

   1. Paul’s interpretation is allegorical and typological (Galatians 4:24a)

   2. One pole: old covenant, Sinai, slavery, Hagar, present Jerusalem, 
Ishmael (Galatian 4:24–25)

   3. Other pole: new covenant, Jerusalem above, free, Sarah (Galatians 
4:24,26; Hebrews 12:18–19;22–24; Revelation 3:12; 21:2–4, 9–10)

 C.  Paul applies the meaning of the scripture to the Galatians (Galatians 4:28–
30)

   1. The Galatians are children of Abraham… but not by the flesh like 
Ishmael, rather like Isaac by promise through faith (Galatians 4:28; 
3:7, 9, 14)

   2. The Galatians will be persecuted (Galatians 4:29; 6:12; 2 Timothy 
3:10–16)

   3. The Galatians should throw out this bad teaching because the 
inheritance is given to the children of promise (Galatians 4:30)

II. CHRIST HAS SET US FREE (GALATIANS 
4:31–5:1)

 A.  Those who put their faith in Christ are children of promise and are free 
(Galatians 5:31)

   1. You can’t simultaneously be in Christ and be under a law (Galatians 
4:21) that Christ came to redeem you from (Galatians 4:4–5)

   2. The law teaches that it doesn’t justify (Galatians 3:10–13; 4:21)

 B.  For freedom Christ has set us free (Galatians 5:1a) …

 C.  Stand firm in the gospel, and don’t submit to slavery (Galatians 5:1b; 
Galatians 2:20)

   1. Stand firm against external pressure

   2. Stand firm against internal pressure
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sermon reflections
1. What is the significance of Paul calling the Galatian church to reevaluate what 

the law actually says? Why do you think he did this? 

2.  How does Paul contrast the two sons of Abraham? How does this strengthen 
Paul’s argument to stay true to the gospel? 

3. Compare and contrast the polarity given by Paul in Galatians 4:24-27. What 
point is Paul making with this contrast?

4. Paul offers three applications for the Galatians (Galatians 4:28-30). In what 
ways can these applications be applied today, both as an individual Christian 
and as a church?

5. Why can’t we simultaneously be under the law and in Christ?

6. What does Paul mean when he uses the term “freedom”? How does his 
conception differ from the typical way most people think of freedom? 

 

Galatians 4:31–5:1
So, brothers, we are not 
children of the slave but of 
the free woman.

For freedom Christ has 
set us free; stand firm 
therefore, and do not 
submit again to a yoke of 
slavery.


