
I. WARNING: STAND FIRM AGAINST BONDAGE 
(GALATIANS 5:2–12)

 A.  Paul’s warning of the impossible obligations and consequences of 
circumcision (Galatians 5:2–4)

   1. The warning (Galatians 5:2; Colossians 1:28)

   2. The impossible obligations (Galatians 5:3)

   3. The consequences (Galatians 5:4; 1 John 2:19)

 B.  Those troublemakers will be judged because their teaching is not from God 
(Galatians 5:7–12)

   1. We need to realize: A “gospel” of Jesus-plus is a hindrance not a help 
(Galatians 5:7)

   2. We need to realize: This distorted “gospel” is not from God and it isn’t 
harmless (Galatians 5:8–9; 1:6–7)

   3. We need to realize: There will be judgement for those that teach this 
(Galatians 5:10–12; 1:9)

 C.  Passing from bondage to freedom through the Spirit by faith (Galatians 
5:5–6)

   1. We are eagerly waiting for the hope of righteousness (Galatians 5:5; 2 
Peter 3:13)

   2. What really matters is our faith expressed through love (Galatians 5:6; 
1 John 3:14)

   3. We need a spiritual circumcision in order to love, and that only comes 
by faith in Jesus (Philippians 3:3; Colossians 2:9–12; Romans 2:28–29; 
Galatians 3:2)

II. GOSPEL LOVE FLOWS FROM GOSPEL 
FREEDOM (GALATIANS 5:13–15)

 A.  What are we to use our freedom for? (Galatians 5:13)

   1. Our call to freedom is not an opportunity for the flesh

   2. Our call to freedom is an opportunity to serve others through love

 B.  The relationship between freedom to love and the law (Galatians 5:14) 

   1. The law is really about love (Romans 13:8–10)

   2. Those who know God (Galatians 4:9) and are children of God 
(Galatians 4:4–6) will love one another (1 John 4:7–12)

   3. A law must be obeyed. The law of Liberty demands action (James 
1:22–25; 1 John 3:16–18)

 C.  Gospel freedom is the source of gospel love

   1. In the gospel, we learn of God’s love for us (John 3:16; Romans 5:8)

   2. Jesus has set us free from the law and its curse (Galatians 2:20; 3:13) 
so we could love God and others, thus fulfilling the law (Matthew 
22:36–39)

   3. In communion, we remember God’s love for us that He gave His life 
for ours; so we can love one another—my life for yours (Galatians 6:2)
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sermon reflections
1. What is Paul’s warning to the Galatians? What potential consequences does 

Paul warn about? Why does Paul give the church a warning?

2. How is a “Jesus-plus” gospel a hindrance not a help? Why will the 
troublemakers be judged?

3. If circumcision doesn’t count for anything (Galatians 5:6), then what does 
count?

4. What is spiritual circumcision? How does it occur? What evidence should one 
look for to validate a person’s spiritual circumcision?

5. What are we supposed to use our freedom for? What is the relationship 
between our freedom and love? What is the relationship between love and the 
law?

6. What is meant by the term “my life for yours”? How can you as an individual 
apply this term? How can your small group apply it together? What specific 
things can you begin praying about concerning your freedom to love?

 

Galatians 5:6–14
For in Christ Jesus 
neither circumcision nor 
uncircumcision counts for 
anything, but only faith 
working through love.

7 You were running well. 
Who hindered you from 
obeying the truth? 8 This 
persuasion is not from him 
who calls you. 9 A little 
leaven leavens the whole 
lump. 10 I have confidence 
in the Lord that you will 
take no other view, and 
the one who is troubling 
you will bear the penalty, 
whoever he is. 11 But if 
I, brothers, still preach 
circumcision, why am I 
still being persecuted? 
In that case the offense 
of the cross has been 
removed. 12 I wish those 
who unsettle you would 
emasculate themselves!

13 For you were called to 
freedom, brothers. Only do 
not use your freedom as an 
opportunity for the flesh, 
but through love serve 
one another. 14 For the 
whole law is fulfilled in one 
word: “You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself.” 


